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Free local delivery 

THE BIG 

SALE 

MUST END SOON! 

Up to 50% off 
selected items 

Jamie’s 

Furniture Store 

Thompson St, Barry. 
Tel 01446 679256 


AS WATERFRONT EXPANDS... 


BARRY TOWN 
STATION IS TO 


BE UPGRADED 


BARRY town rail¬ 
way station is to get 
a facelift - as part 
of an investment in 
the electrification 
of the network in 
south Wales. 

The news will be wel¬ 
comed by people who 
live on the west side of 
the town and residents 
living on the Waterfront, 


which will see a huge 
transformation, includ¬ 
ing another 2,000 
homes, over the next 
decade. 

Network Rail has set 
a target date of 2018 for 
the electrification of the 
main rail line from 
Swansea and Cardiff to 
London, and new plat¬ 


form stations will be 
built at Barry, Cardiff, 
Caerphilly and 

Pontypridd as part of 
that process 

The Vale Assembly 
Member, Jane Hutt, who 
has campaigned for an 
upgrade of Barry town 
station, alongside the 
electrification of the 
Vale line, this week wel¬ 
comed the announce¬ 
ment. 

She told The GEM: 
“This is excellent news 
for Barry - for our train 
services and for the 
wider Vale economy, 
with my call for half- 
hourly services on the 
Vale line from Barry to 
Bridgend now firmly on 
the agenda. 

“The regeneration of 
Barry is ongoing and the 
investment is making a 


difference against the 
backdrop of tough times 
economically and social¬ 
ly, but the town is now 
getting the attention and 
priority from the Welsh 
Government that it 
deserves. 

“In doing so, it will 
contribute to the eco¬ 
nomic prospects of 
Wales - renewing its 
place in history and for 
the next decade. That 
was the spirit of my dis¬ 
cussions with the 
Minister, Huw Lewis 
AM, this week.” 

The local MP, Alun 
Cairns, said there was no 
doubt that the town 
would benefit from the 
upgrade adding: “With 
over £350million direct¬ 
ly invested into the 
Welsh railway structure, 
it is a monumental boost 
for the economy.” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 5) 


ABOVE: This week the Vale’s Olympic gold medallist Nicole Cooke retired from road racing, but 
one of her new roles is as a sports ambassador. Nicole recently visited Barry Comprehensive 
School with the message “Believe in yourself and make it happen”. She is pictured with sixth 
form representatives Matthew Edwards, Matthew Williams (head boy), Lilibeth James (head girl) 
and Isaac Mayne (deputy head boy). FOR THE FULL STORY, PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 28. 


‘She seriously believed that she was going to die’ 

BARRY MAN IS JAILED FOR 
THREATENING HIS FORMER 
PARTNER WITH A KNIFE 


A MOTHER believed she 
was about to die when her 
drunken partner attacked 
her, armed with a knife, 
Cardiff Crown Court has 
heard. 

Adam Jones (25) of Burns 
Crescent, Barry, was jailed for 18 
months after admitting offences of 
assault, affray and causing dam¬ 
age. 

He was ordered to have no 
contact with his ex-partner, 
Donna Huxtable. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg said Ms 
Huxtable told him to leave their 
home in Barry. 

“But on August 28, he returned 


drunk and attacked her. 

“At the time, he was armed 
with a knife and pinned her 
against the wall. 

“He slammed the knife into a 
wall very close to her, and she 
seriously believed she was going 
to die. A young person present in 
the house ran to a neighbour for 
help” 

Mr Trigg said Jones fled from 
the scene but was arrested the 
next day. 

Jones’ barrister, Kevin Seal 
said: “He is the first to acknowl¬ 
edge that his behaviour was 


frightening. He is not proud of 
what happened. There is a history 
between himself and the woman 
concerned. 

“He knows he is going to 
receive a substantial custodial 
sentence and he knows there is no 
future in the relationship. ” 

Judge Daniel Williams said: 
“There has been a pattern of 
domestic violence towards your 
partner and you have no real 
appreciation of what you have 
done. ” 

He said that he had subjected 
the woman to a violent assault 
and she was in fear of her life. She 
has since had to move. 


Mobile phone 
unlocking 

• All phone repairs 
• Repairs to laptops, 
Playstations & XBox 
• iPhones bought for cash - 
working or not 

• Screen repairs & replacement 

Laptops, Jewellery & anything of interest bought for cash 

We accept all major Debit & Credit cards 


*lfour ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 


Established 1983 


Free goody bogs for every bride. 
Complimentary canapes 
and drinks on orrivolt ■ 


OPEN FROM 11am TO 4pm 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL US ON 

01495 238425 
07958 050171 

info@cjweddingfayres.co.uk 
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ACCOUNTANCY 

• ising vL»ur hti'incsv 


Hith only 2 WEEKS irimaifiins 
until Janujff^v ttie txv return filing 
deadltne- h<%e >‘o« trrtngied for 
your Uk retum lo be fubmirttcid yet? 

HMRCb new pen Ally sytitiefn tmpoiiM a fitted £100 fine 
for every return filed Ufce • tSgtfdted of Any Iak bAbilityf 
JiL AocounUsicy con Kelp you At'oid IhM pcnAlly. 
witfi fees sUrting At £100 ♦ VAT* Bn't it Time to ACT ? 

For a free coasultation and an Imtant quote call: 
01446 415161 1 07825 

Die IVnsincss Ccnbv. Cardiff KiiAd H«wry*CT6.T2AW 
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The Bead Room 

@ 

Boxes and Busts 
For all your 
beading needs 

Unit 19, Ty Verlon 
Ind. Estate, Barry 
CF63 2BE 

01446 701230 
www.boxes 
andbusts.co.uk 


Report by TIM CHAPMAN 


by AJ SICLUNA 
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Hospital bacteria: 
‘Don’t blame NHS’ 


T he 

Conservative 
Party played no 
part in setting up the 
NHS in 1948, they 
were opposed to the 
very concept. 

When they were in 
government, 30 years 
later, under Mrs 
Thatcher they removed 
responsibility for clean¬ 
ing hospitals from the 
NHS, which earlier had 
controlled the cleaning 
staff by direct manage¬ 
ment - and reallocated 
them to private compa¬ 
nies, run for profit. 

One assumes that 
Tory health ministers 
knew that bacteria is a 
factor in causing human 
sickness, but they did 
not want health profes¬ 
sionals, concerned with 
the care of the patients, 
to have any kind of line 
management control 
over hospital cleanliness. 

For the next 30 years, 
the right wing press has 
been persuading the pub¬ 
lic that hospitals were 
dirty, and blamed that 
upon the NHS, who no 
longer had any control 
of the matter, because of 


deliberate Tory interfer¬ 
ence into the NHS. 

The press was livid, 
full of sympathy for 
poor old ladies with new 
infections, with never a 
word of criticism for a 
policy change which 
they had supported. 

You may suspect that 
this was some well- 
thought-out strategy by 
Tories, to damage the 
previous efficiency of 
the NHS, in order to per¬ 
suade the public that the 
NHS should be priva¬ 
tised - but such a con¬ 
spiracy is not necessarily 
true. 

It may just be a con¬ 
sequence of Tory think¬ 
ing, in 1948 and 2013, 
that human society shall 
be governed by the self- 
interest of markets - 
which are often corrupt 
- which poison minds 
about the motives of 
more enlightened peo¬ 
ple, at all levels of socie¬ 
ty, since they never have 
grasped or welcomed 
any higher vision of col¬ 
lective ethics. 

C N Westerman, 
Brynna. 


My ‘friend’ Bill... 


1 WONDER what our political elite 
had for Christmas? It must he very 
hard to give a gift to these people who 
have everything that money can huy, and 
no worries about hills, who seem to run 
the country as a hohhy, and not give a 
damn about the people. 

It is estimated that 24,000 people died last winter 
from cold-related illness and this year there will be 
many more, thanks to the hike in gas, electricity 
and food prices. 

This is not just the old people - many families 
will be afraid to put their heating on. The stark 
choice is - heat or eat? 


Unwelcome guest 

I’m called Bill, no-one’s going to clap, 
when I drop in upon the mat. 

When I am opened, almost right away, 
I can change a sunny day. 

The things you’ve planned for the week, 
I can alter with just one peep. 

I can drive you up the wall, 
that’s no trouble at all. 


I can fill your heart with dread, 
especially when my writing’s red. 

I know it’s not a popular job, 
to relieve you of a couple of bob. 

But think about it this way, 
when you go to pick up your pay. 

No matter what you do. 

I’ll always be there for you. 

Colin Dudley, Barry. 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS! 

Let us know what you 
think about what is going 
on in the Vale - email 

gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

ACT NOW TO AVOID 
MORE ROAD DEATHS’ 


T here have been 
many disturbing 
and tragic headlines 
recently about accidents 
involving pedestrians and 
cyclists on our roads. 

My condolences go to the 
victims and families who have 
suffered losses as a result of 
drivers who care nothing for 
the safety of unprotected road 
users. 

As long as judges keep hand¬ 
ing out ridiculously lenient 
penalties for dangerous driv¬ 
ers, who remain relatively safe 
compared to others (especially 
when they drive heavily- 
armoured, multi-axled vehi¬ 


cles), we are all at increased 
risk. 

As a councillor, I have fre¬ 
quently raised the issue of safe¬ 
ty on the stretch of the A4055 
between Dinas Powys and 
Barry - arguing for a reduc¬ 
tion in speed limits and a dedi¬ 
cated cycle path, which can 
also be used as a safer pedestri¬ 
an route, rather than both 
pedestrians and cyclists dodg¬ 
ing the traffic on the road. 

It is absurd and, in my opin¬ 
ion, most negligent, of those 
who have the power to effect 
change, that there is no safe 
route which can be used 
between Dinas Powys and 
Barry. I call on the South East 


Wales Transport Alliance, of 
which the Vale is a member, to 
urgently carry out safety 
measures to protect both 
cyclists and pedestrians travel¬ 
ling on this route. 

We have improved safety on 
the Docks link road, following 
consistent pressure from the 
Scrutiny Committee, which I 
chaired, on the Vale Council, 
after many lives were lost. 

We must not wait for further 
deaths on the A4055 before we 
take the necessary action to pro¬ 
tect the hundreds of vulnerable 
users of this road? 

Conn Christopher Williams, 
Dinas Powys 


LAST OF THE Trader’s support for 

POLISH ‘FEW’ rural Vale project 


T edeusz 

SAWICZ was 
one of the 
Tew of the few’ - 
one of the 145 
Polish pilots who 
fought in the Battle 
of Britain - and 
with his passing, 
the last of those 
brave Polish pilots 
has gone. 

Those Poles had the 
highest ‘kill ratio’ in the 
Battle, followed by fel¬ 
low East Europeans, the 
Czechs. 

They had an early 
experience of fighting 
the Luftwaffe, both in 
the Polish campaign and 
then in Prance, after the 
invasion that followed 
the Molotov-Ribbentop 
pact. 

In May 1940, those 
who survived, like 
Czechoslovak Valentin 
Kubin in Barry’s 
Merthyr Dyfan 
Cemetery, moved to 
Britain. 

Their contribution in 
the Battle of Britain was 
so noteworthy that Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Hugh 
Dowding, Commander- 
in-Chief to Lighter 
Command, said he could 
not have guaranteed that 
the outcome would have 
been the same without 
their efforts. 

Wing Conunander 
Tadeusz Sawicz DEC, 
the last of the Polish 
‘few,’ was evacuated to 
Romania with the fall of 
Poland, and made his 
way to Prance via 
Yugoslavia and Italy. 

He then fought in a 
Polish flight with the 
Prench Groupe de 
Chasse squadron and on 
Prance’s capitulation, 
reached Britain via 
Algiers and Casablanca. 


In Britain, he flew 
Hurricanes with No.303 
(Warsaw-Kosciuszko) 
Squadron, which was 
the top-scoring squadron 
of the battle. 

He then joined 316 
(City of Warsaw) 
Squadron RAP, based in 
Wales at Pembrey. 

By September 1942, 
he was in command of 
315 Squadron RAP 
(City of Deblin). 

In 1943, he received 
his DPC (Distinguished 
Plying Cross). 

He also received the 
American DPC and Air 
Medal, and became 
Commander of the 1st 
Polish Lighter Wing 
(131 Wing RAP) com¬ 
prising the Polish 302, 
308 and 317 Squadrons 
until the end of the war. 

The 14 Polish Air 
Porce Squadrons and 
their training establish¬ 
ments were disbanded 
by the end of January 
1947 (three months 
before I was bom). 

In 2006, the Polish 
president provided him 
with the honorary r ank 
of Brigadier General, 
and he was also awarded 
the Polish Virtuti 
Militari and the Polish 
Cross of Valour, and 
three bars. 

Three times married, 
he worked hard and 
played hard, and never 
forgot his time in Wales 
flying over the Bristol 
Channel and visiting the 
training airfield at 
Llandow, and RAP St 
Athan in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

He died aged 97. 

RIP. 

Christopher Short, (Ex 
RAF Regiment), 

Barry. 


A fter read¬ 
ing camp site 
owner Mark 
Edwards’ com¬ 
ments about the 
‘Perfect Pitch’ 
tourism project, I 
write in support of 
Creative Rural 
Communities for 
supporting creativi¬ 
ty and enterprise 
throughout the 
rural Vale. 

This venture is driv¬ 
en by the Vale Council 
and the Welsh 
Assembly Government, 
with funding by the 
European Agricultural 
Fund for European 
development, investing 
in rural areas. 

My experience, after 
more than 50 years in 
Vale business, is that 


this has been the first 
meaningful assistance I 
have seen. For the first 
time, it’s not just talk 
and grant proposals that 
come to nothing - these 
people are doing their 
best to move projects 
ahead - projects that are 
designed to provide 
benefits for all, includ¬ 
ing visitors to the Vale. 

It is manned with 
young keen and innova¬ 
tive staff, who draw 
upon expert support 
throughout industry. 

Nothing in business 
can be guaranteed a 
success, otherwise all 
would be in business 
and then I would be in 
Australia! 

I wish Mark Edwards 
a successful 2013. 

Arthur O’Leary, 

(The Cross Inn, 
Llanblethian) 


Coastline snap! 



/ HAVE enclosed a photograph which I hope 
will be of interest, showing the beauty of the 
Vale. 


The photo was taken in late autumn last year 
on the coastal path above Jacksons Bay in Barry. 

The view looks out onto the old lock area with 
Sully in the distance. It was a lovely sunny walk, 
with beautiful views of the coastline. 

Judith Holden, 

Porthcawl. 


POWER OF 
The GEM! 


I JUST want to say thank you very 
much for printing the article on 
fundraising by Friends of St John’s 
School in your January 3 issue, and for 
printing so many of the photographs I 
sent you. 

You set it all out exactly as I had hoped, and you 
clearly reach a wide audience as many people have 
commented on it. I even had a call nearly a week 
after publication. 

Thank you very much again and a very Happy 
New Year to you all. 

Catherine Perkins 

(Chairperson of Friends of St John’s School, 
Porthcawl) 


Brainwashed over 
the economy?’ 


HAVE just 
received a letter 
from the Vale 
Council informing 
me about changes 
in council tax bene¬ 
fits taking place in 
April 2013. 

If the council are so 
desperate for money that 
they have to take from 
pensioners, why don’t 
they up their stock rents? 

The difference in a 
three-bedroom property 
is quite large compared 
to a three-bedroom prop¬ 
erty from housing asso¬ 
ciations. 

So why is there such a 
vast difference? Fm 
talking hundreds of 
pounds. 

You can get a ‘Homes 
4 U’ three-bedroom 
house for £90 to £100 
per week, also with the 
water rates thrown in. A 


three-bedroom house 
from a housing associa¬ 
tion would cost you 
£650 per month and no 
water rates at £10 per 
week approximately. 

This, I believe, is a 
tax from the Welsh 
Government. 

Are they really short 
of money, or are we 
being brainwashed about 
the economy? 

All of a sudden, the 
Welsh Government are 
going to purchase 
Cardiff Airport. 

Then there’s the new 
college in Cardiff at £40 
million and probably 
more, as contractors 
seem to get away with 
adding millions to the 
original price. 

Do we need another 
college in Cardiff? I 
don’t think so. 

Bill Lang, 

Barry. 


The airport is a 
white elephant* 



I T would seem 
that Carwyn 
Jones AM is hell 
bent on buying 
Cardiff Airport - 
but how dare he use 
our hard-earned 
money to buy this 
white elephant? 

At a time when peo¬ 
ple are suffering hikes 
in rail fares, benefit cuts 
and job losses, he 
comes up with this plan 
to buy an airport. 

If there is spare cash, 
plough it into our ailing 
NHS, pass it on to our 
councils who are now 


planning even more 
cuts to valuable servic¬ 
es, although they are 
not cutting their 
salaries. 

Mr Jones must not 
use our money to buy 
this airport. How dare 
he even contemplate it? 

Also, is it not strange 
that we have not heard 
of any other potential 
purchasers queuing up 
to buy the airport? 

There is no mandate 
from the people to 
waste our money like 
this. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 24) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

17 Thur 

10.05 

9.3 

22.23 

oo 

bo 

18 Fri 

10.47 

8.7 

23.06 

8.3 

19 Sat 

11.31 

8.1 

23.52 

7.8 

20 Sun 



12.32 

7.6 

21 Mon 

01.07 

7.5 

13.51 

7.4 

22 Tues 

02.25 

7.4 

15.09 

7.5 

23 Wed 

03.41 

7.7 

16.12 

7.8 

24 Thur 

04.37 

8.2 

17.01 

8.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. Cr71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 


faccboolc 


wvvw.facebookconri/glamorgangem 
www.twitter.com/gem news 










































Thursday, January 17th, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slafnorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 3 


Political parties in 
wrangle over the 
£2,800 cost of Dinas 
Powys by-election 


THE Conservative 
Party has been 
accused by Plaid 
Cymru of wasting 
£2,800 of public 
money in Dinas 
Powys, by trigger¬ 
ing a community 
poll just months 
after council elec¬ 
tions. 

The Conservatives, 


on the other hand, have 
countered by claiming 
Plaid have taken 
advantage of a resigna¬ 
tion as an opportunity 
to score cheap political 
points. 

Voting will take place 
in the Twyn ward next 
Thursday, January 24. 

Conn Chris Franks 
of Plaid claimed the sit¬ 
uation was unnecessary 
and could have been 


Police appeal 
after collision 
in Dinas Powys 


POLICE are 

appealing for wit¬ 
nesses after a car 
was in collision with 
three people in 
Dinas Powys. 

They say the incident 
took place at 3.55pm on 
Saturday, January 12, at 
Millbrook Road near the 
junction with Eastbrook 
Close. 

Police say the pedes¬ 
trians were hit by a red 
Seat Ibiza motor car, 
which was being driven 
along Millbrook Road in 


Kitchens 

Bathrooms 

DESIGN 8L 
FIT SERVICE 
including 
plast^ng 8L tiling 

Free advice ® quotation 
20 years experience 

Coivtaict Richaird Coles 

01446 736119 
07791 411213 


the direction of Cardiff 
Road by a 21-year-old 
local man. 

The three people were 
taken to the University 
Hospital of Wales. 

Another silver vehicle 
was seen travelling along 
Millbrook Road at the 
time of the incident and 
police would like to trace 
this vehicle and its driver. 

They are appealing for 
any witnesses to contact 
them. 

Police would like to 
speak to anyone who wit¬ 
nessed the collision, 
stopped to provide assis¬ 
tance, or who may have 
seen the pedestrians, or 
vehicles being driven 
prior to the collision and 
have not yet given their 
details. 

The road was closed 
while police carried out 
initial investigations and 
recovered the vehicle. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
South Wales Police on 
01792 456999 ext: 88 
331. 


WINDSOR 

HOTEL 




yuL 

Live this Friday from 6pm 

ELICIA JONES 
and from 8.30pm 
A TASTE OF QUO 
Status Quo Tribute 
25th Jan Waterloo Road 8.30pm 
T St Feb Jock the Biscuit 8.30pm 
8th Feb Glos 8.30pm 
15th Feb The Boogie Men 8.30pm 
22nd Feb The Hinden Burghs 8.30pm 
>/u5 Singers Live from 6pm 



avoided. He said: “With 
the huge pressure on 
public finances, you 
would have thought 
that people would be 
trying to reduce unnec¬ 
essary spending by 
councils. 

“Hard pressed coun¬ 
cil taxpayers want 
proper services at a rea¬ 
sonable cost and waste 
to be minimised. 

“So why are Dinas 
Powys Council taxpay¬ 
ers, and they alone, fac¬ 
ing a bill of £2,800 for 
an unnecessary by-elec¬ 
tion so soon after the 
main elections? 

“This has come 
about after a vacancy 
was caused when a 
Conservative councillor 
resigned his seat only a 
few months after the 
local elections.” 

The resignation of 
Conn Nigel Streeter 
sparked the election, 
although Conn Franks 
claimed there was a 
simple solution. 

“Normally, a com¬ 
munity council would 
be allowed to co-opt a 
person in order to fill 
the vacancy. 

“Instead of allowing 
this to happen, the 
Tories have called for 
an election, which will 
cost the people of Dinas 
Powys thousands of 


pounds. The Tories 
should be ashamed of 
themselves. They have 
failed the residents of 
Dinas Powys twice - 
firstly, by having one of 
their number cause a 
vacancy in the first 
place so soon after 
being elected; secondly, 
by having the cheek to 
call for a by-election 
that will waste time and 
money. 

“We all understand 
that some councillors 
have to step down due 
to illness or family cir¬ 
cumstances but for the 
Conservatives to force a 
contest for political rea¬ 
sons so soon after an 
election is very ques¬ 
tionable. 

“However, the Tories 
could well be punished 
by the public for their 
arrogance, as the by- 
election now gives the 
people of Twyn ward, 
Dinas Powys, an oppor¬ 
tunity to elect a local, 
hard-working member 
of the community to 
represent them, such as 
Brian Morgan of the 
Plaid Cymru team.” 

Mr Morgan, born 
and educated in 
Cardiff, has extensive 
experience in business 
and has also worked as 
a driver taking humani¬ 
tarian aid to Belarus, 


Croatia and Kosova. 

‘REGRETTABLE’ 

However, Plaid’s 
criticisms drew a sting¬ 
ing response from the 
Conservatives who 
claimed it was a case of 
“cynical dirty tricks”. 

Local Conservative 
campaigner Andy 
Robertson insisted that 
Plaid had refused to co¬ 
operate in discussions 
regarding co-option. 

“The previous coun¬ 
cillor stood down for 
personal reasons. 

“It is deeply regret¬ 
table that Plaid Cymru 
have taken advantage 
of this situation for 
petty political point 
scoring by refusing to 
co-operate on co-option 
discussions, leading to a 
costly election. 

“Instead of engaging 
in cynical dirty tricks. 
Plaid Cymru council¬ 
lors should spend a bit 
more time doing their 
jobs representing the 
people of Dinas Powys,” 
he added. 


Vale cabinet meeting 

THE Vale Council will he holding their 
next ‘community cabinet’ meeting in 
Penarth on Monday, January 21 at 6pm, in 
the Paget Rooms, on Victoria Road. 

The meeting is open to the public, who will be 
able to question the cabinet at the end of the meet¬ 
ing, which will include items of particular interest 
to Penarth residents. 

Details of all cabinet meetings, including agen¬ 
das and minutes, are available on the council’s 
website www.valeofglamorgan.gov. uk 


HAS ANYONE 
FOUND KEYS? 


ON January 9, 
between 9am and 
1.30pm, a substantially 
large set of keys was 
misplaced between 
Barry Memorial Hall 
car park and/or A G 
Adams & Son Funeral 
Home. 


Gypsy 

exhibition 

A FREE exhibition 
on the Gypsy Roma 
traveller communi¬ 
ty, is being held at 
Art Central gallery, 
Barry Town Hall, 
from January 19 to 
February 23, to 
coincide with 
Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 


Despite an extensive 
search by a large num¬ 
ber of A G Adams ’ staff 
over several hours, and 
numerous telephone 
calls to police and busi¬ 
nesses in the surround¬ 
ing area, (in case they 
had been handed in) 
they have yet to be 
located. 

The loss of the keys 
has caused the owner 
considerable stress and 
financial loss. 

If anyone has picked 
them up with good 
intentions of handing 
them in, please return 
them to AG Adams or 
contact the police. 
(Name and address sup¬ 
plied) 


Group Captain 
thrills Rotary Club’s 
‘Two Generations’ 


DINAS POWYS 
Rotary Club wel¬ 
comed back Group 
Captain Ron Powell 
to the Two 
Generations Night, 
where club mem¬ 
bers invite family to 
the dinner meeting. 

Ron, now resident in 
Barry Island, spoke 
about his life in the RAF 
as an engineer and even¬ 
tually fulfilling his 
dream as a pilot. 

Bom in the the market 
town of Ludlow, at the 
age of 13, Ron joined 
the local Air Training 
Corps where his love for 
flying soon flourished as 
he had the opportunity to 
fly a Chipmunk training 
plane and complete his 
solo flight in a glider. 

He told members that 
his time in the Air 
Training Corps was a 
memorable part of his 
life. 

On joining the RAF 
Ron wanted to become a 
pilot but failed the train¬ 
ing course so he enrolled 
as a airframe engineer 
on Vulcan bombers, a 
time that was particular¬ 
ly dear to his heart. 

He then proceeded 
onto the Hunter jet plane 
among others and after 
many years of making 
applications, he success¬ 
fully enrolled as a pilot 
trainee. Unfortunately, 
his dream to fly jet air- 



PICTURED (left to right) Rhian Pullar, niece 
to Rotarian Simon Watt; Group Captain Ron 
Powell and President Ged Crosby. 


craft was not realised, so 
he went on to pilot the 
Hercules transport plane, 
visiting all comers of the 
world, most notably fly¬ 
ing missions during the 
Falkland conflict. 

After spending his 
time as a pilot, he was 
promoted to Station 
Commander at RAF 
Holton and later to RAF 
St Athan, where he 
eventually completed his 


service life. 

The old and young 
generation present 
enjoyed the excellent 
talk which captured the 
tension and excitement 
in the RAF and especial¬ 
ly the operation during 
the FaMands conflict. 

On behalf of the club 
a vote of thanks was 
given by Rotarian Tony 
Harris. 

COLIN JONES 


Tel: 01446 771660 
Mob: 07854 125404 


' y Coiimn 


JANUARY TIP: 

A high cut, little and 
often, will help the grass 
to produce extra shoots, 
and stunts weeds 
and coarse grass. 


SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 

www.richardcouzens.co.uk 



I Free Home | 
Delivery 

I on orders over £10 - 
Barry area. 

We also deliver to 
I Sully, Dinas Powys, 

I Wenvoe & Rhoose. | 

(Ask about minimum 
orders & charges) 


[ 


FINEST INDIAN & BANGLADESHI CUISINE 

Established since 1993 


£1 

I Cashback 

on every 
£10 spent 

on all collection 
orders 


44 VERB STREET, BARRY CF63 2HU - Join us on Facebook 

Open plan kitchen - we only use 100% fresh chicken 

Business Hours: Sunday - Thursday 5pm -11 pm, Friday & Saturday 5pm - 12am 


January New Tasters 

Spicy Tikka Strips.£3.25 

Chicken tikka strips coated in special spicy batter 
then deep fried. Served with spicy dip. 

Akashi Chicken/Lamb . £6.50 

Cooked with chef’s special spices, fresh ingredients 
including garlic, ginger, chilli and coriander, 
simmered with barbecue flavour 

Shahi Nawabi Biryani... £6.50 

Chicken or lamb cooked with fragrant basmati rice, 
mixed with chickpeas and diced paneer (Indian soft 
cheese). Served with Zeere Aloo side dish. 


BARGAIN SPECIAL • £12.95 

ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 

2 PULAO RICE, 1 NAN BREAD 
(OFFER MON till WED) 


£5.00 OFF 

YOUR TAKEAWAY MEAL 

when you spend £20.00 
or more Online at: 

www.royalbaltl.co.uk 

Just Enter Code: 5off20 
in to the Coupon Box 
upon checkout 

(offer not valid with set meals or other offers) 


£5.00 DISCOUNT 

ON ALL ORDERS OVER £25 


WEEKDAY SPECIAL £15.951 ROYAL BALTI for 2 £19.95 


ANY 2 APPETISERS (value £2.85) 
ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 

2 PULAO RICE, 1 NAN BREAD 
(OFFER SUN till THURS) 


ANY 2 APPETISERS (value £2.95) 
ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 

2 PULAO RICE, ANY 1 SIDE DISH, 
1 NAN, 2 PAPADOMS & CHUTNEYS 


No offer is valid in conjunction with any other offer or discounts, no offer is compulsory and needs to be mentioned when ordering. 

Order online - secure online ordering system WWW*rOyQlbQltl*CO*uk 

Telephone: 01446 421366/421377 

MANY MORE OFFERS AVAILABLE ONLINE: WWW.ROYALBALTI.COM 
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PROBUS CLUB’S SEASONAL GET-TOGETHER! 



ABOVE: Dinas Powys Probus Club members looked ahead to a new year of activities at a seasonal 
get-together - and photographer MIKE WILCOCK was there to take the photograph above. 


Pothole team is on the 
way to Gibbonsdown 


GIBBONSDOWN council¬ 
lors have appealed to local 
residents to help them 
tackle the blight of pot¬ 
holes in the community. 

Coun Rob Curtis and Coun 
Margaret Wilkinson say recent 
floods have severely damaged 
many local roads and the coun¬ 
cil is now doing its best to 
repair them as soon as possible. 

On Saturday, January 26 
and Sunday, January 27 the 
council’s highways maintenance 
team and contractor will be in 
the area working to fill any pot¬ 
holes in the area. 


The team has been fixing 
damage to road surfaces in 
other wards over a number of 
weekeneds since October as 
part of the ‘Big Fill’ campaign. 

The BIG Fill, campaign is 
asking residents in 
Gibbonsdown ward, which 
includes the eastern side of the 
Colcot and Crogan Hill area 
around Brecon Court, to tell 
the maintenance team about 
any potholes in their area. 

Coun Curtis said: “You can 
do this in three easy steps. If 
you’ve spotted a pothole and 
want it fixed just report it 
between Monday, January 21 


and Friday, January 25 and 
the team will be around that 
following weekend to repair 
them. 

Coun Wilkinson added: “If 
you see a pothole circled in 
white, there’s no need to report 
it, it’s already being dealt with! 

Potholes can be reported on 
01446 700 111, or by email at: 
thebigfill@valeofglamorgan.gov. 
uk; people can even or use a 
fun, interactive map on the web¬ 
site 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk to 
show where a pothole is located. 


Carrianne is ready 
for her biggest gig 



Carrianne Rogers 


GEM papergirl, 
Carrianne Rogers, 
aged 17, has been 
preparing for her 
biggest gig to date, 
at the Indigo02 in 
London on 

Saturday. 

She has beaten off 
more than 8,000 contest¬ 
ants to make the final of 
the 17-22 year old cate¬ 
gory and will compete 
against 22 other singers 
as part of the Open Mic 
Talent Competition. 

In the run up to this 
weekend’s final, she 
played a supporting gig 
with Brandon Rees as her 


group Hit the Lytes were 
supporting the Rhondda 
band Blackbyrd at the 
end of December in the 
Rhondda Hotel in Forth. 

Although they played 
a short set, they were 
complimented by the 
main act, who were suit¬ 
ably impressed. 

Carrianne then had a 
headline gig at O’Briens 
bar in Holton Road. 

She did two sets, the 
first was with backing 
tracks and the second 
with her acoustic guitar 
featuring some songs she 
had written herself. 

On Sunday, January 6, 
Carrianne had an inter¬ 
view with Stephen 
Robinson aka ‘Catbird’ 
on the internet radio sta¬ 
tion Bloodstock radio. 

This turned into a very 
busy day, as later that 
night she did another 
interview and played 
three acoustic songs on 
Bro Radio’s unsigned 
show. Carrianne has 
been practising very hard 
in preparation for the 
Open Mic Grand Final, 
and she is getting excited 
about the big day. 

If Carrianne makes the 
judges’ top three, then 
the text votes will count 
towards her taking the 
title of winner of the 
Open Mic Competition 
2012. 

People can now vote 
for her to win the compe¬ 
tition by texting 86222 
and then OPEN47; how¬ 
ever, there is a cost of£l, 
and the phone owner’s 
permission must be 
granted. 


Camera club ends 
the year in style 

ON Friday, December 28, Barry Camera 
Club held the final monthly photographic 
competition of 2012. 

This was judged by Leigh Woolford AFIAP, 
AWPF from Gwynfa Camera Club. 

The winner of the black and white print was 
‘Lone Tree’ by Rob Owens and the colour print cat¬ 
egory was won by Steve Durbin with a print entitled 
‘Twilight Groynes’. 

Brian Trego won the projected image category 
with‘Still Got To Take The Dog Out. All three 
images were highly praised by the judge. 

New member Christine Hayden produced a love¬ 
ly close up image of a singing robin. 

Barry Camera Club meets every Friday evening 
from 7pm to 9.30pm between September and May, at 
St Francis Millennium Centre, Porth-y-Castell, 
Barry Garden Suburb, Barry, CF62 6NX. 

New members are always welcome to attend with 
no obligation to join. Alternatively, for more infor¬ 
mation visit www.barrycameraclub.org.uk. 

FC 


‘Have your 
say on old 
church 
building’ 

LOCAL people will 
be asked for their 
views when consulta¬ 
tion starts on the 
future of St Paul’s 
Church, Penarth, 
starts next week. 

From January 21, res¬ 
idents of the St 
Augustine’s ward will be 
receiving consultation 
packs through the post 
and the Vale Council is 
asking them to take the 
opportunity to have a 
say on the future of the 
building on Arcot 
Street. 

The consultation peri¬ 
od will last for six weeks 
and residents need to 
return the consultation 
forms to the council by 
Friday, February 22. 

A council spokes¬ 
woman said it has no 
preference for the future 
of the building and is 
consulting so that a deci¬ 
sion can be made that 
will comply with the 
wishes of the majority of 
residents. 

“The nearby Penarth 
Heights development has 
generated funding which 
must be spent on ‘pro¬ 
viding or enhancing 
local community facili¬ 
ties’, so the St Paul’s 
Church site could benefit 
from around £1 million 
worth of funding to 
either repair and 
improve the current 
building, or even rebuild 
it as something com¬ 
pletely new.” 


PENARTH COMPUTER 
CLUB UPDATE... 

Review of the 
year at AGM 


THE chairman wel¬ 
comed members to 
the 21st Annual 
General Meeting 
and wished everyone 
a Happy New Year 
for 2013. 

Among his brief 
remarks he noted that 
almost all of the press 
articles had been pub¬ 
lished in the local press, 
giving the club a good 
community profile. Mike 
J’s work running our 
website was appreciated 
by all. 

Vice-chairman, Mike J 
gave a report on the 
activities of the club 
over the year to August 
31, 2012, briefly review¬ 
ing the variety of the 
meetings and the enjoy¬ 
ment and fun of partici¬ 
pating in them. Nic was 
thanked for his voluntary 
tea-making. 

Mike F as secretary, 
gave a short account of 
the committee meetings 
held during the year, 
noting that much of the 
business of the commit¬ 
tee had been done by 
email. The main work of 
the committee was the 
finalising the pro¬ 
gramme of meetings. 

The chairman, acting 
as treasurer, presented 
the audited financial 
report, noting a modest 
increase in funds. As 
financial resources were 
satisfactory, he recom¬ 
mended no increase in 
either the annual sub¬ 
scription (£5) or the 
meeting fees (£2 for 
members, £3 for visi¬ 
tors). 


He noted that some of 
the club’s equipment was 
obsolete or nearly so 
and the committee 
wished to dispose of 
some. After some discus¬ 
sion it was resolved that 
the committee would 
consider some further 
suggestions. 

All reports were 
adopted unanimously 
and the meeting pro¬ 
ceeded with the forma¬ 
tion of the committee for 
the ensuing year. 

Howard pointed out 
that he had now been 
chairman for 12 of the 
last 14 years, as well as 
carrying out other club 
duties at the same time. 
He was therefore 
pleased to announce that 
he had nominated Mike 
J as chairman, seconded 
by Mike F. The new 
chairman was unani¬ 
mously approved and 
took the chair for the 
remainder of the meet¬ 
ing. 

The following were 
then elected: Mike F as 
vice-chairman (doubling 
up as secretary); 

Howard D as treasurer; 
Rhona, Kevin S and Nic 
as committee members. 

A vote of thanks to 
Howard was approved 
for all his work for the 
club over the years. 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday, January 22 at 
All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth, 7.30pm for 
8pm. A brains trust will 
take questions and even 
find some answers. See 
penarthcomputerclub. co. 
uk 


Talk on Lawrence 
after Arabia 

THE Rhoose and District History Society has 
arranged for Mr Mac Tanner to speak on 
‘Lawrence after Arabia’ at the next meeting on 
Friday, January 25 at 7.30pm in the rear Hall 
at Rhoose Community Hall, Stewart Road. All 
are welcome. 

Coun Jeff James, the chairman, said: “These 
monthly talks are proving very popular and are 
always interesting. Our meetings are open to 
members and non-members for a payment at the 
door of £1, which is used to help defray the costs 
of the evening. 

“I look forward to welcoming new, as well as 
old friends.” 


Home-grown 
talent brings 
new speakers 
for the WI! 


DINAS POWYS 
WI’s first meeting 
of 2013 was held on 
Wednesday, 
January 3, as 
Tuesday was a 
Bank Holiday. 

Diana welcomed 
members at the earlier 
time of 7pm, and wished 
us all a happy and 
healthy new year. Two 
members were congratu¬ 
lated: Christine 

Pritchard was 80 in 
December, and Enid 
Jackson will be 80 this 
month. 

A vote was taken and 
our chosen resolution to 
be put forward at the 
annual general meeting 
at the Motorpoint 
Arena, Cardiff on June 
1, will be ‘The decline of 
our high streets and 
town centres’. 

The spring council 
meeting is on April 29 at 
the Grand Pavilion 
Porthcawl, when the 
speaker will be Adam 
Henson, a farmer and 
TV presenter on 
Countryfile, so get your 
application in soon! 

As the cost of speak¬ 
ers at our monthly meet¬ 
ings is increasing, we 
have decided to utilise 
‘home-grown’ speakers, 
and began the New Year 
with one of our own 
members, giving a talk 
on ‘Lesotho, The 
Kingdom in the Sky’. 

Val Turner told us 
about a visit she, her 
husband, and nine others 
made to Lesotho, South 
Africa, roughly the same 
size and population as 
Wales. 

The country is moun¬ 
tainous and the climate 
wet. 

The visit was to dis¬ 
cover how children, who 


are mostly orphans, 
because of the preva¬ 
lence of Aids, are edu¬ 
cated - so visits were 
made to primary and 
secondary schools , and 
one private school. 

Learning is by rote. 
They do not know how 
to draw or paint and 
there were cupboards 
full of crayons and 
coloured pencils, most 
of which had deteriorat¬ 
ed because of the cli¬ 
mate. 

There is no privacy 
for girls in the schools, 
very primitive toilet and 
kitchen conditions, and 
their staple food is 
maize. 

In the towns the shops 
are very well laid out, 
selling what we sell. 

The children all wear 
school uniforms, educa¬ 
tion is a way to better 
themselves. 

The boys play cricket, 
and the girls make tapes¬ 
tries. 

Classrooms are very 
hot in summer and 
freezing in winter 
because the roofs are tin 
and the walls made of 
hardwood. 

We very much 
enjoyed the talk and Val 
was thanked by Lynda 
Wallis. 

The competition was 
a holiday souvenir, won 
by Stephanie Cousins, a 
set of Russian dolls - 
and the raffle was won 
by Nina Adey. 

Next month, we have 
an auction of unwanted 
Christmas presents to 
raise funds for our¬ 
selves, and a quiz. 

All are welcome at 
7pm in the Lee Hall on 
Tuesday, February 5. 

We look forward to 
seeing you. 

BD 


Councillor warns 

‘Don’t block 
local drains’ 


A BARRY councillor 
is asking residents to 
keep an eye on drains 
in lanes at the rear of 
their properties - to 
prevent flooding. 

Richard Bertin, who 
represents the Court 
ward, is asking residents 
to keep watch, after a 
resident in Tydfil Street 
complained in The 
GEM that obstructions 
in the drains from rub¬ 
bish could cause flood¬ 
ing to homes. 

He took the matter up 
with Vale Council offi¬ 
cials, who said that un¬ 
adopted lanes such as 
Wynd Street are the 
responsibility of the res¬ 
idents. It is the resi¬ 
dent’s responsibility to 
keep the drains in the 
lane cleared. 

Coun Bertin said: 
“With all the recent 
heavy rainfall residents 


need to keep an eye on 
their lanes to prevent 
flooding to their proper¬ 
ties. Not only is rubbish 
unsightly, but does 
cause a nuisance in 
terms of access and, as 
stated by this resident, 
flooding.” 


FESTIVE 

WINNERS 

THE Mayor of Barry, 
Coun Les Sword, held 
a Christmas cash 
prize draw in aid of 
the Teenage Cancer 
Trust special unit at 
Heath Hospital and Ty 
Hafan’s Sully branch. 

WINNERS: first 

prize - £250, Mr Paul 
Hook; second prize - 
£100, Mr Charles; 
third prize - £50, Coun 
A Powell. 
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Date set for return 
of traffic wardens! 


A FIRM date has 
been set for the 
return of parking 
wardens to the Vale 
and Bridgend 
county borough. 

In a joint operation, 
the Vale Council and 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) have joined 
forces to put parking 
wardens back on the 


streets and.from April 1, 
anyone caught parking 
illegally will receive a 
fine of up to £70. 

In a joint statement, 
the councils confirmed 
this week that a total of 
17 new ‘civil enforce¬ 
ment officers’, wearing 
black and blue uniforms, 
will be on the streets 
seven days a week, 
including bank holidays. 

A total of 12 wardens 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


will be on patrol in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, with another five 
in the Vale. 

Both councils are get¬ 
ting ready to launch a 
‘Park It!’ campaign to 
encourage drivers to 
park responsibly, by 
identifying hotspots for 
problem parking and 
offering alternative 
places to park. 

Civil Parking 

Enforcement refers to 
the transfer of parking 
enforcement from the 
police to local authori¬ 
ties. 

The two councils sub¬ 
mitted their applications 
to the Welsh 
Government last year to 
allow the creation of a 
parking enforcement 
area across both coun¬ 
ties. 

Coun Rob Curtis, 
cabinet member for the 
environment and visible 
services at the Vale 
Council, with special 
responsibility for traffic 
management, said: 


“Most drivers are con¬ 
siderate and use desig¬ 
nated parking spots. 

“But there are some 
who think they can park 
wherever they like, 
without any considera¬ 
tion to other road users, 
pedestrians or traders. 

“These are the people 
our officers will be 
specifically targeting. 
Our message to these 
problem parkers is: park 
properly or face a fine.” 

Andrew Loosemore, 
operational manager for 
highways and engineer¬ 
ing for the Vale Council 
said: “All our civil 
enforcement officers 
will be issued with hand¬ 
held computers with 
inbuilt cameras, so they 
can print tickets, ensure 
the data is logged on our 
system and take photos 
of the offending vehi¬ 
cles, and of the ticket 
fixed to the wind¬ 
screen.” 

There are two levels 
of penalty charges, 
depending on the severi¬ 
ty of the parking contra¬ 
vention. The higher 
band is £70 (reduced to 
£35 if paid within 14 


days) and the lower band 
is £50 (reduced to £25 if 
paid within 14 days). 

In cases of late pay¬ 
ment, the penalty charge 
increases to £105 (high¬ 
er band) and £75 (lower 
band). This may be more 
if the council has to pur¬ 
sue the debt through the 
use of bailiffs. 

Coun Mike Gregory, 
cabinet member for 
resources at BCBC, 
said: “We’ve all been 
inconvenienced by 
inconsiderate or obstruc¬ 
tive car parking at one 
time or another, but for 
some residents and busi¬ 
nesses, it can be a huge¬ 
ly disruptive and regular 
problem. 

“Many other councils 
in Wales have already 
launched civil parking 
enforcement schemes, 
but the partnership 
approach that is being 
adopted between 

Bridgend and the Vale 
will be unique, and will 
greatly improve the situ¬ 
ation for the benefit of 
visitors, businesses and 
residents alike.” 


Burglar sought 
by Barry police 

POLICE in Barry are investigating a bur¬ 
glary at a house in Highlight Lane, at 
around 10.45pm on Tuesday, January 8, 
when access was gained to the front porch. 

After being disturbed by the householder, the 
intruder made off with two boxes containing a flat- 
packed IKEA drawer unit. 

The suspect is described as male, of stocky build 
with dark thick stubble. He was wearing a light 
coloured beanie style hat, a dark coloured, waist- 
length quilted jacket with a white or light coloured 
hooded top underneath, and light coloured 
trousers. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact 
Barry CID on 01446 731606 or 101 or anony¬ 
mously via Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 


NEWS FROM BARRY 
MEN’S FORUM 

Heated words 
in debate over 
Extra Care 


THERE was a heat¬ 
ed debate at the end 
of a detailed expla¬ 
nation of the plans 
for the new Extra 
Care centre being 
built on the site of 
the old, much-loved 
Theatre Royal site. 

The talk was given by 
Miles Utting, Hafod 
Care Association area 
manager, and Lyn 
Morgan the project man¬ 
ager. for the new premis¬ 
es being built on the site 
of the old, much-loved 
Theatre Royal site. 

Miles revealed that 
the name of the scheme 
is to be ‘Golau Caredic’, 
in memory of the old 
Barry Pilot sailing cutter 
Kindly Light. 

The building will pro¬ 
vide the people of Barry 
with an accommodation 
option to support the 
independence of individ¬ 
uals or couples in later 
life. 

The scheme will com¬ 
prise 42 self-contained 
one and two-bedroom 
apartments. 

Lyn then went on to 
describe the building’s 
design, which is inspired 
by a ship’s layout, with 
the atrium housing the 
old pillars from the cine¬ 
ma. 

The building is to 
have a cafe on the 
ground floor, open to the 
public; and for the resi¬ 
dents, there will be a 
restaurant on the top 
floor overlooking the 
Waterfront, where resi¬ 


dents’ £200 fee per week 
will include one meal a 
day. 

There is to be a thera¬ 
py room, laundry, hair 
and beauty salon, a gar¬ 
den room overlooking 
the Gladstone Road gar¬ 
dens - with two lifts to 
serve each floor, and 
going up to a terrace at 
the top. 

With carers on site, it 
painted a picture of an 
idyllic place for people 
over 55 to live in. 

However, when the 
chairman threw the floor 
open to the forum mem¬ 
bers, there was heated 
criticism on the total 
lack of parking facilities 
for residents, carers, or 
visitors. 

Other observations 
included the location of 
the kitchens in the base¬ 
ment, far away from the 
restaurant. 

The chairman had to 
close the meeting long 
before all the members 
had been able to voice 
their opinions. He 
thanked Miles and Lyn 
for their presentation. 

New members are 
very welcome on 
Thursday, January 24, at 
Windsor Road Church 
Hall, when the speaker 
will be Geraldine 
Beaudette, whose sub¬ 
ject will be ‘Islands in 
the Bristol Channel’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about Barry Men’s 
Forum telephone 02920 
594881. PMW 


Station upgrade for 
Barry commuters 



Barty town railway station will be transformed, as part of 
a modernisation scheme for the south Wales network. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

A Network Rail spokesperson said 
the Vale of Glamorgan line had seen 
unprecedented passenger growth in 
recent years. 

He explained: “The investment that 
is being made is to improve signalling, 
build a new platform at Barry and 
electrify the line, and responds to this 
growth, and will offer the possibility 
of faster, more frequent and more reli¬ 
able journeys. 

“As well as an improved service for 


passengers, better connections 
between the Vale and Cardiff will help 
boost the local economy, by opening 
up new markets and stimulating job 
creation, particularly around the new 
enterprise zone at Cardiff Airport.” 

Lewis Brencher, of Arriva Trains 
Wales, said the company looked for¬ 
ward to working with Network Rail to 
deliver the improvements to Barry 
Town station. 

“We believe this will create long 
term benefits for rail passengers trav¬ 
elling in the Vale,” he added. 


‘Parking on Gladstone Road 
does NOT have to cause 
residents problems’ - reader 


I WRITE to The GEM with 
respect to the article on 
Gladstone Road recently enti¬ 
tled ‘Limit users of access road 
to the residents’. 

I agree with all of the points raised. 
The problem is caused almost exclu¬ 
sively by those involved with the 
police station. 

Should they take the trouble to 
direct their cars about a five-second 
drive further down Gladstone Road, 
they will find ample parking space on 
both sides of the road in the vicinity 
of the green space there. 

It is nowhere near the parking of 
anyone’s property. 

I can only guess that it is laziness 
that leaves this potential parking 


option left unexplored. There have 
been numerous occasions when I have 
observed people so desperate to park 
as close to the police station as is 
humanly possible, that their cars often 
overhang the entrance of the access 
road. 

I see them park in the HubAfMCA 
car park, never bothering to check if 
they are within the spaces, thus taking 
up two spaces and leaving precious 
little room for anyone else. 

I have worked previously at the 
Heath Hospital and took it upon 
myself to park over a mile away from 
it, where I could park not only for 
free, but also not in anyone’s way. 

I know that residents here would 
appreciate that sort of courtesy. 

{Name and address supplied) 


GEM READER’S 
ISLAND IMAGE 



In recent weeks, GEM readers have sent in a number of striking 
photographs of the Vale - this week’s offer is from Matthew Morgan, 
who captured dog walkers on the beach at Whitmore Bay. 


I NEWS FROM THE SULLY U3A || 

INSIGHT INTO THE 
RISKS OF DEMENTIA 


CHAIRMAN, Gill 
Mathias, welcomed 
almost 100 mem¬ 
bers of Sully U3A to 
the January meet¬ 
ing. 

She introduced the 
speaker. Matt Quinn. 
Matt is the dementia 
awareness worker for 
the Alzheimer’s Society 
in Cardiff and Vale. 

He told members that 
dementia is not a single 
illness, but a group of 
symptoms caused by 
damage to the brain, 
which leads to brain 
cells dying. 

Symptoms include 
loss of memory, mood 
changes and confusion. 

Dementia is caused 
by a number of different 
diseases of the brain, the 
most common being 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Almost 44,000 people 
are estimated to be liv¬ 
ing with dementia in 
Wales and the disease 
costs £23 billion per 
annum in the UK. This 
would be considerably 
more without the work 
being done by carers. 

Matt went through the 


risks of getting demen¬ 
tia, drug treatments, 
lifestyle factors, coping 
strategies and support 
services, stressing that 
everyone is different and 
we need to remember 
the person and not to for¬ 
get that their own char¬ 
acter and personality is 
still there, even if it 
might seem ‘hidden’ and 
changed due to demen¬ 
tia. 

With almost everyone 

Sew lucky 

I HAVE been using 
the Barry Sewing 
Centre for the last 
eight years, and 
recently found a 
dilapidated old 
Singer with its orig¬ 
inal table. 

I did not hold out 
much hope for it being 
rescued. I originally 
thought it could only be 
used as a spare for 
Graeme at the centre. 

However, once again 
he exceeded expecta¬ 
tions by getting the 
machine up and running. 


knowing someone who 
has been affected by 
dementia, Matt’s talk 
was interspersed with 
questions from the floor 
and personal anecdotes. 

Sully USA meets at 
2pm on the second 
Thursday of the month in 
The Old School, South 
Road, Sully. The next 
meeting will be on 
February 14, when new 
members are welcome. 

SC 

at centre! 


\Reader’s view 

replacing all worn items 
and Lrench polishing the 
table so it looks as new, 
and also finding me an 
original manual. 

Graeme has kept me 
sewing, and has also 
inadvertently got me 
making costumes for 
another Barry artist, 
Russell Wells, of Pick 
and Mix Circus. 

I just wanted people 
to know how lucky we 
are to have a craftsman 
in Barry like Graeme. 

W Marsh, 

Barry. 



iJiaiis ’ V/inrlL 'y'/£i Lid 

SALE NOW ON 

New offers for 2013 

Make your home safe and warm... i p. i 

Doors • Windows • Conservatories I P 
Soffits • Fascias • Guttering I 
Bifolds • Composite Doors • Repairs I — 


Call now for a free, 
no obligation quotation 

01446 749055 

Freephone 
0800 0260587 


Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 
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Routine check-up led to race 
to save local man’s eyesight 


WHEN 71-year-old 
William Morris 
began to have 
problems with his 
eyesight, he put it 
down to his new 
spectacles. 

Thinking they needed 
adjustment, he went to 
Specsavers in Holton 
Road, Bany, and that’s 
when he had a shock. 

Optometrist Kathryn 
Martin immediately 
saw that Mr Morris’s 
symptoms could be seri¬ 
ous and related to his 
diabetes. 

Her examination 
revealed a serious reti¬ 


nal bleed caused by dia¬ 
betes retinopathy, which 
can lead to blindness, 
and promptly referred 
Mr Morris to University 
Hospital Wales, where 
he underwent emer¬ 
gency laser treatment to 
stop the bleed and save 
his sight. 

He has now been put 
on a course of regular 
laser treatment to con¬ 
tinue his recovery and 
stop the progression of 
the condition. 

Mr Morris explained: 
“I’d recently bought a 
new pair of glasses, so I 
thought the problems 
with my sight could 


have been caused by 
that. I knew it was seri¬ 
ous, though, when Kath 
squeezed me in for an 
emergency appointment 
and immediately got on 
the phone to the hospi¬ 
tal to have me seen 
straight away. 

“The Specsavers 
store even phoned my 
wife, Jenny, to explain 
the situation to her, so 
she could leave work 
and come and pick me 
up to take me to hospi¬ 
tal. Because of their 
urgency, I was seen 
within an hour and a 
half. 

“When the doctors 


saw me, they immedi¬ 
ately banned me from 
driving, which I actual¬ 
ly appreciated as I don’t 
want to be the cause of 
accidents and I’m glad 
they were up front 
about that. 

“They then put me on 
a course of laser eye 
treatment to help stop 
the condition getting 
worse.” 

Doctors told Mr 
Morris, who lives in 
Cadoxton, that he 
would have eventually 
lost his sight if the 
bleed had not been 
stopped. This week, he 
was referred to a spe¬ 


cialist for a consulta¬ 
tion, to monitor the 
progress that has been 
made since he began his 
treatment. 

“I am extremely 
grateful to Kath and the 
whole team at 
Specsavers,” said Mr 
Morris. What they did 
for me was marvellous 
and over and above the 
call of duty. 

“Sight is precious to 
everyone I suppose, but 
I like to read a lot and 
I’m studying for lay 
preaching and take serv¬ 
ices at churches across 
south Wales, so losing 
my sight would have hit 






Llantwit Major School 
Ysgol Llanidtud Fawr 






Our 6th Form ofers: 

• Small teaching groups taught by specialist teaching staff 

• A wide variety of subjects 

• A high rate of exam success in relation to student potential 

• A very high level of successful university applications 

• Excellent Welsh Baccalaureate pass rate - small tutor groups and a personal tutor 

• A well equipped Sixth Form Area with Study Room and computers, plus a 
comfortable common room 

• A dynamic Prefect Team which organises a wide variety of events 

• Many opportunities to take part in extra-curricular activities including work 
experience 


6th Form 


OPEN EVENING 6-?PM 


Monday 7Z January 2013 





i' r 

' ■» 




A range of presentations including... 

• Information on all ‘A’ Level & Vocational courses 

• Details of the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualifaction 

• An outline of the first class support provided 

• The vast extra-curricular opportunities available 

• Resources to enhance learning 


Please contact the school for a prospectus 
Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan CF61 1TQ 
Tel: 01446 793301 e-mail:llantwitmajorhs@ valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
www.llantwitschool.org.uk 



ABOVE: Optometrist Kathryn Martin 
with a grateful William Morris. 


me quite hard.” 

Diabetic retinopathy 
is caused by complica¬ 
tions from diabetes and 
can eventually lead to 
blindness. It is particu¬ 
larly common in those 
who have suffered from 
diabetes for a long peri¬ 
od of their life. 

Mr Morris returned 
to Specsavers to thank 
the optometrist whose 
quick-thinking ensured 
he was treated immedi¬ 
ately, and presented her 
with a card and a box of 
chocolates. 

“But what they did 
for me in getting me to 
hospital quickly that 
day was incredible, and 
I hope that my story can 
encourage others to 
have their eyes tested 


regularly,” he added. 

Optometrist Kathryn 
Martin recalled: “After 
Mr Morris came in 
complaining of vision 
problems, knowing he 
was a diabetes sufferer, 

I was keen to examine 
him that day. 

“Using our digital 
photography, we were 
able to see that there 
were clear blood spots 
on the retina, and I 
knew then that he had 
to be referred to hospi¬ 
tal immediately. 

“It was really sweet 
of Mr Morris to pop in 
and give me a card and 
chocolates. I’m delight¬ 
ed that his treatment has 
been successful and he 
hasn’t experienced any 
further problems.” 


Quiz 

raises 

£206 

A TOTAL of £206 was 
raised towards the Ty 
Cadog campaign dur¬ 
ing Friday’s quiz in 
Penarth’s Windsor 
Arms. 

It was a pleasure to 
see such a mixture of 
ages, and all levels of 
ability in the Welsh lan¬ 
guage, enjoying the 
sgwrs (chat) arid hwyl 
(fun). 

The next event will be 
a Noson Canu Cymraeg 
(a Welsh singalong 
evening), at 7.30pm on 
January 25 in the 
Windsor Arms. There is 
no charge for attending, 
but a collection will be 
held on the night. 

This will be a chance 
to celebrate the day of 
Santes Dwynwen (the 
Welsh St Valentine) by 
demonstrating your love 
for the Welsh language, 
Welsh songs, or just 
singing in general. 

You don’t need to be 
able to speak a word of 
Welsh - everyone can 
sing in this beautiful lan¬ 
guage of ours, even if 
they don’t fully under¬ 
stand the words!. 

Croeso mawr i bawb — 
a very warm welcome to 
all! www.tycadog.org. 

KH 



SlinihTing 
World 


... 




NEW GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Cwm Talwg Pub 
7.30pm 

Severn Avenue 
Wiggy-07515 824988 

TUESDAY 

Llantwit Major 
9.30am 

Catholic Church, 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Barry RFC 
7.30pm 

Merthyr Dylan Road 
Teresa - 07889 828401 


MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

The Tadross Hotel, 
Holton Road 
(next to Bassett Park) 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 

Rhoose 

5.30pm &7.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue 
Nia - 07793 885581 


TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Llantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 
South Road 
Niki-01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 


THURSDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, Barry 
Annamarie - 
01446 736534 
Cowbridge - 9.30am 
Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob-07708 941279 
Dinas Powys 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 
Barry - 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki-01446 740394 
Cowbridge 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
The Little Shop of Calm, 
Westgate 

Rob-07708 941279. 




0844 897 8000 

.!»5l4n'Tvijwcirti com 
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sale 


HALF 

PRICE 


G<rnini 

Rmmrl dmg 

ic(^ i>jii j^atteu back 

Was £:n99lSal« £599 


SET OF 
LUGGAGE* 


Kest Aswred Ojon 

Fciif Hut: ^ il t ait:' 

•rj....* ni rc^- 7--:j5 

Was £9V9 SaAe £499 


DYSON DC19Bi 
VACUUM CLEANER* 


Shop onfin« at 
le»kos.co.uk 


j Liaotrlsaol« Cov^tjndoe RCT CF72 RXU 
! TpU»phnnp 0a4S 050 iB240 


lOOO 


22' LED TV 
WITH DVD* 


Leekes 

You'riBbcs^ 


■ Sof«« ■ 0«vn9 ■ ■ C«rp* 1 ^ ■ Intiirtor P>vgn ■ Hom^ 

■ RrM Studio ■ Piiinl ft P^pur ■ lOtcKm* ■ Buitvoom* ■ L«t«ur« Oo 1 liin 9 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 


All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at realistic prices 


» Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 
»Volvo checklist issued with every service 
» Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 
» State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


WcgOsli 


ijjJJUVOLVO 

_ Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... _ 


Quay Centre via the 
Health and Social 
Services Portfolio. 

Also, funding for 
Communities First and 
Flying Start pre-school 
childcare and parenting 
support- which is dou¬ 
bling the number of 
places for children and 
families over the next 
three years. 

All this investment 
plays a part in the 
regeneration of the 
largest and most distin¬ 
guished town in Wales 
on the doorstep of the 
St Athan and Cardiff 
Airport Enterprise Zone 


with the recent 
announcements of the 
electrification of the 
valleys and Vale of 
Glamorgan Line, 
including new rail serv¬ 
ices for Barry. 

Most recently, the 
Minister met with the 
Regeneration Board to 
discuss the plans for 
Barry Island. He 
showed his enthusiasm 
for the continuing 
investment in Barry by 
saying: “Barry Island 
has the potential to be 
the jewel, not just of 
Barry’s crown, but of 
the whole of south 


Wales, in terms of 
attracting visitors from 
the local area and fur¬ 
ther afield.” 

The Vale Council 
was asked at that meet¬ 
ing to develop proposals 
for Barry Island in con¬ 
sultation with local peo¬ 
ple and businesses and 
this will be the focus of 
the £3.3 million Welsh 
Government Barry 
regeneration funding for 
the next financial year 
2013/14. This is now 
being taken forward 
with the backing of the 
Regeneration Board. 

The regeneration of 


Barry is ongoing and 
the investment is mak¬ 
ing a difference against 
the backdrop of tough 
times economically and 
socially, but Barry is 
now getting the atten¬ 
tion and priority from 
the Welsh Government 
that it deserves. 

In doing so, it will 
contribute to the eco¬ 
nomic prospects of 
Wales - renewing its 
place in history and for 
the next decade. 

That was the spirit of 
my discussions with the 
Minister, Huw Lewis 
AM, this week. 


by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


G ^an Upholstery Kj 
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HOW BARRY REGENERATION 
CAN LEAD THE WAY IN WALES 


“Things are occur¬ 
ring in Barry once 
more!”... 

HAT was the 
parting mes¬ 
sage from 
Eddie Butler in his 
excellent portrayal 
of Barry past, pres¬ 
ent and future, in 
the BBC Wales 
series on Welsh 
towns. 

The sun was shining 
on Barry in this film 
and there was every 
indication that there are 
good prospects for 
Barry to look forward 
to, with a bright future, 
as well as a distin¬ 
guished past. 

The programme was 
broadcast at an oppor- 


THe Vale AM has 
praised Vale Olympic 
gold medallist, Nicole 

Roadworks 

round-up 

Temporary traffic con¬ 
trol: A48 at Sycamore 
Cross junction between 
Bonvilston and St 
Nicholas. 

Temporary road closure: 

Moulton, Llancarfan; 
Sully Road, Sully, from 
junction of Cog Road to 
Redlands Road; Rhoose 
Point level crossing. 


tune time as we respond 
to the Welsh 
Government’s consulta¬ 
tion on future regenera¬ 
tion programmes and 
plans, aptly called 
‘Vibrant and Viable 
Places: A New 
Regeneration 
Framework’. 

I met with my col¬ 
league, Huw Lewis AM, 
this week to discuss the 
current regeneration 
programme which I 
helped to launch on St 
David’s Day in March 
2010, as a result of a 
vigorous campaign to 
secure this status for 
Barry which I supported 
as the Vale Assembly 
Member. 

Since that time, over 
£6.5 million has been 
invested by the Welsh 
Government, with the 


Cooke, who recently 
announced her retire¬ 
ment from profes¬ 
sional cycling. 

“I want to pay my 
tribute to Nicole Cooke 
who is an outstanding 
sportswoman with 
exceptional personal 
and professional 
integrity. 

“Her incredible suc¬ 
cess has inspired so 
many young women to 
take up the sport -she 
has truly been a pio¬ 
neering force,” the AM 
said. 


backing of the Barry 
Regeneration Board, 
now chaired by Coun 
Lis Burnett, the Vale 
Council cabinet mem¬ 
ber, with a membership 
drawn from the public, 
private and third sectors 
to help steer and advise 
on this investment. 

I invited Huw Lewis 
to visit Barry following 
his appointment as 
Minister for Housing 
and Regeneration, and 
he has been a frequent 
visitor to see the out¬ 
come of his investment. 

Lrom the Waterfront 
to the town centre and 
to Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre (now 
being re-developed with 
Welsh Government 
regeneration funds), the 
Minister has been 
enthusiastic about the 
prospects and opportu¬ 
nities for Barry - for 
people, communities 
and business. 

Every part of Barry 
has benefited from the 
investment and the 
wider region will also 
benefit. 

What’s more, we 
have levered in funding 
from other programmes 
within the Welsh 
Government — to sup¬ 
port the Castleland 
Renewal Area residen¬ 
tial face-lift programme 
for example, and the 
funding of the West 

YFC drama 

ON February 15-16, 
the Glamorgan 
Federation of Young 
Farmers will be hold¬ 
ing their annual drama 
competition weekend at 
the Princess Royal 
Theatre, Civic Centre, 
Port Talbot, SA13 IPJ. 

Doors open at 6pm 
and curtain up at 7pm 
on both evenings. There 
will be seven clubs com¬ 
peting for the Clive 
Richards memoral 
shield; Bridgend, Wick, 
Llantrisant, Gower, 
Maendy, Gelligaer and 
Neath. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


‘Outstanding’ 
Nicole praised 
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NEW YEAR’S DAY SWIMMERS BOOST 
DOZENS OF CHARITABLE CAUSES 


HUNDREDS of people took part in Barry 
Island’s celebration of the new year - the 
traditional swim. 

Many were prepared to endure the 
freezing waters to raise funds for worth¬ 
while causes, both local and national. 

As you can see from photographer 
Andy Wick’s pictorial record of the day, 
people were not deterred by the cold con¬ 
ditions and, encouraged by the welcome 
sunshine, there were smiles all round. 

PHOTOGRAPHS ' 

by ANDY WICKS 


Telenhone 07855 374478 



Difficulty 

Hearing? 


ft 'yf - w • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


^dependent 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth,CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 



RNLI fundraisers are 


praised by the boss 


THE fundraising team at Barry 
Dock RNLI, who last year raised 
£28,000 towards the running of 
their station, have been praised 
by the chief executive of the char¬ 
ity, Mr Paul Boissier. 

On a first visit to the station, he 
congratulated everyone on the com¬ 
munity atmosphere and the excellent 
job the crew does in saving lives at 
sea. 

Stewart McMillan, chairman of the 
Barry Dock RNLI station said: “We 
were pleased to welcome Paul 
Boissier to the station, and to show 
him how very proud we are of the 
work that goes on here. It is a privi¬ 


lege to be part of such a close team 
that works so hard to save lives at 
sea.” 

During his visit, the chief execu¬ 
tive presented former Coxswain Ray 
Brown with his Queen’s Jubilee 
medal, awarded to emergency service 
and armed forces personnel who had 
served for more than five years. 

Many crew members at the station 
had been presented with the medals 
earlier in the year, but Ray had been 
unable to collect his at that time. 

Mr Boissier was presented with a 
book on the history of the station by 
the author, Colin Davies, a former 
crew member and deputy launching 
authority at the station. 


Hectic series of activities 
for the Barry WI members 


AFTER the sum¬ 
mer break in 
August, everything 
went back to nor¬ 
mal weekly and 
monthly meetings 
at Barry WI. 

In September, the 
evening meeting was a 
buffet and Amelia Trust 
film show of the 
fundraising cycle abroad 
by Amelia Trust mem¬ 
bers. 

We also held a coffee 
morning at a member’s 
home towards our 
fundraising. 

The October evening 
meeting was a demon¬ 
stration on Beauty from 
Balance and the after¬ 
noon meeting was a 
very interesting talk by 
Jackie James on China. 
Her grandfather was a 


missionary so she relat¬ 
ed some of his stories to 
us. 

In November, Carol 
Evans came and gave us 
an update on her mis¬ 
sionary work with 
Malarchi Pooncholai 
Home, which we sup¬ 
port every year. 

At the afternoon 
meeting, we held a gar¬ 
den club where, with 
the expertise of our gar¬ 
dener Chris, we made 
table decorations for 
Christmas. 

December was very 
busy, with a carol serv¬ 
ice at Cadoxton 
Methodist Church for 
our Link Group; 
Christmas lunch with 
our sewing circle at 
Cherry Orchard; 
Christmas dinner at 
Brynhill Golf Club; a 


Christingle afternoon in 
the hall, organised once 
again by Jean; and then 
to finalise our Christmas 
activities we held our 
own Christmas party in 
the hall with a buffet, 
singing and games. 

In January, we are 
going to the New 
Theatre in Cardiff to the 
pantomime. 

Why not come along 
see what we do? 
Throughout the year we 
hold a Tuesday after¬ 
noon meeting, a 
Tuesday evening meet¬ 
ing and on a Thursday 
afternoon, a sewing cir¬ 
cle. 

The president, Mrs 
June Davies, the com¬ 
mittee and all members 
wish you all a very 
happy New Year. 

JC 
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MAKE HORSE RIDERS A 
VULNERABLE GROUP’ 


O NE of the 
Vale’s best- 
kept secrets 
is that there are 
more horses and 
ponies here than 
cattle. 

To make sure the Vale 
continues to be a great 
place for all to enjoy, I 
think it’s vital that driv¬ 
ers and riders are 
reminded of the care 
they should take on our 
roads. 

Over a year ago, I 
arranged for Mike 
Penning MP, the 
Parliamentary Under¬ 
secretary of State for 
Transport to meet with 
local campaigners in 
Barry to discuss first¬ 
hand their concerns 
regarding driver aware¬ 
ness when passing hors¬ 
es on the road. 

The campaigners from 
Dinas Powys were keen 
to raise the issue of safe¬ 


ty of horses and riders 
on roads and to ensure 
that learner and qualified 
drivers are taught and 
reminded that they need 
to pass wide and slow 
when approaching hors¬ 
es and ponies. 

There have been acci¬ 
dents involving horses 
over recent months 
along lanes and main 
roads across the Vale, 
since the awful accident 
in Dinas Powys over a 
year ago when a 12- 
year-old girl’s pony died. 

The campaigners also 
wanted to raise aware¬ 
ness of horse-owners 
and riders to make sure 
they do their bit to 
ensure that they are as 
safe as possible too. The 
local Pony Club insists 
on all their members 
wearing high visibility 
tops when riding on pub¬ 
lic road and that mem¬ 
bers undertake a road 
safety proficiency 



Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to GEM 
readers 


course. 

Important, too, that 
drivers should also be 
reminded to take care 
when passing horses and 
ponies. Larger vehicles, 
sudden noises and 
revving engines can all 
startle even the most 
calm and trained ponies. 

In the majority of the 
accidents that have been 
raised with me, the acci¬ 
dents would have been 
avoided if the drivers 
had adhered to the 
Highway Code. 

This states that one 
should drive slowly past 
horses, allow plenty of 
room when overtaking 
and that the driver 
should be ready to stop. 
It goes on to say that one 
should look out for ani¬ 
mals being ridden on the 
road and take extra care, 
especially when overtak¬ 


ing. 

It is advised that one 
should always pass wide 
and slowly and to look 
out for horse riders and 
take great care and treat 
all horses as a potential 
hazard; they can be 
unpredictable, despite 
the efforts of their 
rider/driver. 

On a positive note, I 
know from feedback 
from local equestrians 
that the lorry drivers in 
the Aberthaw and 
Rhoose area do take care 
and slow down, leaving 
plenty of room for hors¬ 
es and riders, ensuring 
the safety of drivers and 
riders on the road. 

This is a great exam¬ 
ple of road users being 
courteous and safe 
whilst driving along 
rural roads, where sud¬ 
den loud noises and 
vehicles travelling at 
speed can easily spook 
even the calmest of hors¬ 
es. 

Local solicitors in 
Llantwit Major dealing 
with clients who have 
been involved in acci¬ 
dents with their horses, 
have confirmed that 
many of their clients are 
investing in head cam¬ 
eras, in the hope that this 
will deter drivers from 
passing at speed. 

A claimant has three 
years from the date that 
the accident occurred 
within which to bring 
such a claim. 


It was disappointing 
to note that the Welsh 
Government’s draft 
Road Safety Delivery 
Plan made no reference 
to horse and rider or car¬ 
riage drivers when defin¬ 
ing the vulnerable road 
user. 

I trust that when they 
report on their consulta¬ 
tion, which closed in 
December, we will see 
that equestrians are 
included as a ‘vulnera¬ 
ble group ’ in the plan 
that will set out the 
Welsh Government’s 
approach to Road Safety 
until 2020. 

XFOR 

fines 

THE local authority 
support company 
XFOR issued 31 
Fixed Penalty 
Notices in the Vale 
during the week 
commencing 
January 7. 

XFOR has been tasked 
by the Vale Council to 
help tackle dog fouling 
and littering incidents in 
the Vale. 

They are taking a zero 
tolerance approach to 
environmental crimes, 
where offenders will be 
issued with a fixed penal¬ 
ty notice of £75 without 
warning. 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Pilates Classes 

Monday 9.1 Sam, Friday 6 & 7.15pm 
At St Nicholas Hall, Barry 

New Back Care Course 

Starts Monday I Ith February 
Assessment and 6 week course 

Sharon - 07830 085606 

www.barrypilates.co.uk 


‘The Vale Twinning 
Association is 
continuing to flourish’ 


I AM very sorry to learn of 
the decision by Penarth 
Town Council to discontinue 
efforts to maintain contact with 
the town of St. Pol de Leon in 
Brittany. However, the spirit of 
international friendship is still 
thriving! 

The Vale of Glamorgan Twinning 
Association, with members through¬ 
out the Vale, including Penarth, has 
an active programme of events with 
our twin towns of Fecamp in 
Normandy, Rheinfelden in 
Germany, and Mouscron in 
Belgium. 

All these were represented in our 
marquee at Cowbridge Food 
Festival last October. Association 
members enjoyed visits to the sum¬ 
mer festivals in Fecamp and 
Rheinfelden. 


The association assisted visits by 
Scouts from Fecamp in June and 
Scouts from Barry visiting Belgium. 
The Vale of Glamorgan Brass Band 
led the festival parade through 
Fecamp in June. 

This year marks the fiftieth 
anniversary of the first twinning 
agreement involving our twin towns. 
The Vale of Glamorgan, and the 
twinning association is invited to 
join in these celebrations.We are 
welcome to display a cultural or 
artistic contribution to events in 
both Fecamp and Rheinfelden. 

Anyone interested in these events 
and activities, should contact the 
association secretary, Mark 
Petherick, at the cabinet office. Vale 
of Glamorgan Council, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

Rodney Care, chairman 

Vale of Glamorgan Twinning 

Association 




SOUTH WALES’ iBi 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 




01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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• Brabantia • Stellar • Norwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
tiisplay of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Buiit-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
eiectric, LPG and duai fuei in stainiess steei 
and farmhouse styies! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r DISCOUNTS FORThE OVER 60s" “ “JvSiS'i 

j on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 

I 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Teiephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


DENTURE 

EX^LLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• Rcgiir^ vour fiioc’s 
nafiura. contours 

• Look years youngcsr 

• Enicy eiaOng agan 

• Sniilo with contidenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco.uk 

DENTURE 

54-58 Nolton Street 

CF31 38P 
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Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 
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Vale cabinet agrees a 
draft on ‘flood strategy’ 

i Vale cabinet the Vale with heavy rain won’t be any in future.” “The strategy, which flooding is devasi 


THE Vale cabinet 
this week agreed the 
first draft of a ‘flood 
risk strategy’. 

It will be subject to 
consultation and is 
designed to encourage a 
partnership of the public 
sector, communities and 
businesses working 
together. 

Before Christmas, 
areas of the Vale once 
more suffered flooding, 
and residents’ fears have 
been highlighted by two 
Plaid Cymru councillors, 
one based in Dinas 
Powys, the other in 
Barry, who have called 
for a report into the flood 
prevention works that 
have taken place in the 
Vale in the past five 
years. 

They claim heavy 
rainfalls recently have 
left families fearing for 
their homes. 

Councillors Chris 
Williams and Ian 
Johnson called for a 
report to the council's 
economy and environ¬ 
ment committee after 
hearing of the frustration 
of people who they say 
have waited five years 
for work to be carried 
out. 

The two councillors 
say heavy rains fell on 
July 20, 2007, flooding 
large parts of Barry and 
other areas of the Vale, 
and many local residents 
have fears of what would 
happen if there was a 
repeat of that sort of 
extreme weather. 

They point out that 
over the weekends of 
November 24 and 
December 22 last year 
there were flood alerts in 


the Vale with heavy rain 
across the county, includ¬ 
ing road closures which 
affected emergency serv¬ 
ices and disrupted traffic. 

Dinas Powys council¬ 
lor Chris Williams said: 
“The reality of climate 
change is that we get 
more extreme weather 
and flooding becomes 
more frequent. This is 
about mafang sure that 
important flood protec¬ 
tion work gets done. 

“Heavy rain has a seri¬ 
ous impact, not just on 
properties at risk of 
flooding but across the 
area as a whole. 

“The closure of Sully 
Moors Road meant more 
traffic coming through 
Dinas Powys while the 
closure of Leckwith 
Road affected emergency 
services.” 

Plaid Cymru council¬ 
lor in Barry, Ian Johnson, 
added: “During the 

heavy rains before 
Christmas, I spoke to 
families who still spend 
their days worrying 
about the weather after 
they were flooded out in 
2007. 

“They watch out for 
weather alerts, keep 
sandbags handy and can’t 
relax fccause they are 
still waiting for crucial 
work to be carried out. 

“It is now five and a 
half years since those 
floods and while Vale 
Council staff do an excel¬ 
lent job helping with 
flood prevention, it just 
isn’t the same peace of 
mind as having the work 
completed. 

“They want to know 
why there have been so 
many delays and want 
reassurance that there 


won’t be any in future.” 

Coun Johnson also 
pointed out: “Flooding is 
also an important factor 
in future housing propos¬ 
als, and must be t^en 
more seriously in future 
in the LDP.” 

The director of visible 
services and housing at 
the Vale Council Miles 
Punter said a Vale-wide 
strategic approach was 
called for. 

He explained: “To this 
end, I am pleased to 
advise that on January 14 
2013, the council’s cabi¬ 
net agreed the first draft 
of its ‘Local Flood Risk 
Management Strategy’. 


“The strategy, which 
will now be subject to 
consultation, is a com¬ 
prehensive document 
that encourages effective 
flood risk management 
by enabling people, com¬ 
munities, businesses and 
the public sector to work 
together.” 

The document is 231 
pages long and is avail¬ 
able on the council’s 
website. Councillors, 
business owners and Vale 
residents will be encour¬ 
aged to put forward their 
views before a final doc¬ 
ument is prepared. 

Mr Punter acknowl¬ 
edged: “The impact of 


flooding is devastating 
and there will never be 
sufficient funding avail¬ 
able to address all risks. 

“This document is, 
however, the best way to 
ensure that future risks 
are appropriately 

assessed and managed 
and this will help to 
reduce the impact of 
flooding in the Vale in 
the future.” 

Mr Punter added that a 
report was already being 
prepared for councillors 
into the the problems 
experienced over the 
weekend of December 
22 last year. 


Vale of Glamorgan 
bridge results 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't thi* jij%t thn 


Broken or Dawy d WindcwB? 
^ufty Mingos, HwdloK or Loclal 

tjhv 

5 )rar on new doubR glazing. 


r 2 


we make mtniey perfectly clear 


Call F rg g p hone 0800 61 21 118 

www jl QMdY 7rt «M Mi i >n ri 


Follow US on Twitter - @gem news 


Retune 23 January 

if you are missing TV channels 


Freeview services may be subject to disruption on Wednesday 23 January. 
Services should return to normal by late afternoon. If at this stage you find 
you are still missing channels, retune to get them back. 


How to do a full retune: 


1) Press "menu’ on your remote 


LATEST results: 

1st - Sue Norris and Su Summerhayes, 68.47 per 
cent; 2nd - Mike Best and Kevin Maddox, 63.64; 
3rd - Simon Richards and Jonathan Richards 59.94; 
4th - Mari Jones and Ten Pollard 57.95; 5th - Elaine 
Robins and Alan Robins 57.55; 6th - Linda Pinnock 
and Marjorie Morris 57.29. 

2013 Inter club competition, held Saturday, 
January 12 results: 

1st - Barrivale Bridge Club (trophy winners) 
-1-176 Imps; 2nd - Pencoed Bridge Club -17 Imps; 
3rd - Mid-Glam Bridge Club -26 Imps; 4th - 
Cowbridge Bridge Club -133 Imps. 

To all bridge players we advise that the regular 
Friday afternoon social club events have restarted at 
Llanbleddian Church Hall from next Friday, January 
18, on alternate weeks with the similar event at 
CADS in the theatre at the Cattle Market. 

Contact Barbara Easterbrook (01446 773960) or 
Brian Swain (01446 773596). _BS 


2) Fiml the ‘settings’ or ‘set-up’ option. Or if you see piaure icons, 
select the tool box, satellite dish or spanner 

3) If you don’t know your PIN numb^try 0000 or 123/4 

4) Select ‘first time installation' or ‘default settings’ 

5) Press ‘OK’ if your equipment asks if you want to delete atl 
your channels, don’t vwjrry, this is norrnal. 


oven cleaninj^ 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



Does your oven need a clean 
after the Christmas Cooking? 
Give us a call now. 


Freeview TV services are available to nearly all UK homes. Coverage is 
subject to variation. 

For help with retuning or to check predicted changes to your 1V reception, 
go to digitaluk.co.uk/wales or call 08456 50 50 50.’ 


digitaluk 
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Lyon Close 
Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, 
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Bricks and mortar may form the foundations of your house, but is your house a home? 


We are Pleased to announce that Future Window Solutions 
has now launched a sister company called “Future Ideal 
Homes Ltd”, the development of our new company is a direct 
result of the success of our complete range of home 
improvement products and services we recently launched, so 
no longer do we just offer windows doors and conservatories 
but a complete range of Home Improvement services and 


products as follows: 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Bedrooms • Loft Conversions 

• Garage Conversions • Home Extensions, and of course we 
are still offering our high quality range of UPVC Windows 
Doors, conservatories. Orangery’s and Garden Rooms. 

We are renowned as a company who you can rely on and 
who deliver only the highest standard of workmanship to 


ensure we maintain this level of work all our staff are fully 
trained and qualified tradesmen in their own field of expertise 
and have been trained to be fully qualified for the technical 
competency required by the Building standards and regulations. 
As a result of high quality standards all our work and products 
are fully accredited to meet the latest building regulations and 
are supported with insurance backed Guarantee. 
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Future Ideal Homes Ltd 




Unit 3C, 

Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, 

Barry CF63 2XA 


Installing trust and peace of mind 

1 Future Window 

'Solutionso 

0800 032 0921 


3 




Springbank Nursing 
Home, the ‘home 
from home’ for 
people that need care 


SPRINGBANK NURSING 
HOME has an outstanding 
reputation for looking after 
people who require nursing 
care. 

The home is set in the splen¬ 
dour of a beautiful, detached 
Edwardian College House 
house with caring, profession¬ 
al staff available 24 hours a 
day. 

Gwyneth Richards, the act¬ 
ing manager, says the location 
and facilities make it a wel¬ 
coming, pleasant environment 
for people needing care. 

“We provide full nursing 
care for ladies and gentlemen 
in a listed building which is a 
fine example of local architec¬ 
ture, and is situated on a level 
site. 

“There are gardens and 
open spaces, all with wheel¬ 
chair access, and superb views 
of Barry and the Bristol 
Channel. ” 

Springbank Nursing Home 
is registered with the local 
authority 

Full nursing care and high 
dependency personal care are 
also available. 

Gwyneth explained: “We 
also cater for couples, one of 
whom may require nursing and 
the other just care and rest. 

“All the bedrooms are taste¬ 
fully decorated with hot and 


cold wash hand basins, a 
nurse ‘call system’, and full 
fire detection systems. ” 

To make people feel as fully 
at home as possible, the home 
encourages people to bring 
their favourite items of small 
furniture, pictures and orna¬ 
ments. There’s no need to 
bring a television though - 
colour TVs are provided in 
every room. 

Gwyneth emphasised that 
Springbank provides ‘home 
cooking’ - served in the dining 
room or an individual room - 
and numerous social activities. 

Visits from relatives and 
friends are welcomed through 
the day. 

Among the extra facilities 
are a residents ’ dining room, 
social and TV rooms, day-time 
activities a full laundry service 
and relaxing patios and gar¬ 
dens. 

Springbank values its repu¬ 
tation as a ‘home from home ’, 
and Gwyneth added: “Our 
staff are warm and friendly, 
providing support and care to 
each individual with the 
home. ’’ 

Prospective residents or 
their families are welcome to 
visit Springbank and to look 
around. Just call 01446 
740190 to make a convenient 
appointment. 


Springbank 
Nursing Home 


Rooms now available for residents 
who require nursing care. 

Nursing staff available 24 hours - every day 

Meet the staff and have look around 
our friendly care home. 

SINGLE PRIVATE ROOMS 
QUALITY CARE WITH A HOMELY ATMOSPHERE 
IN A COMEORTABLE RESIDENTIAL SETTING 
RESPITE AND SHORT TERM CARE AVAILABLE 

For further enquiries, 
please call and ask for Gwyneth 

Registered by: Bro Taf Health Authority, 

Vale of Glamorgan County Council, Cardiff County Council 

NEUADD WENT . COLLEGE ROAD . BARRY . CF62 8HS 
NEUADD WENT . HEOL Y COLEG . B ARRI. CE62 8HS 

Telephone: (01446) 740190/743413; Fax: (01446) 743632 


MARIE CURIE Cancer 
Care, which runs the 
charity’s hospice at 
Penarth, is appealing for 
800 people to donate an 
hour of their time to 
hand out the iconic daf¬ 
fodil pin, in return for 
donations, as part of its 
Great Daffodil Appeal. 

Money raised from the 
appeal in March will help 
Marie Curie nurses provide 
more free care to local people 
with a terminal illness in the 
hospice, a spokeswoman 
explained. 

The appeal is backed by 
actress Keira Knightley, who 
took a break from promoting 
her new film Anna Karenina, to 
voice the charity’s radio cam¬ 
paign calling for people to vol¬ 
unteer. 

She said: “I’m urging anyone 
who has an hour or two to 
spare, to collect for the charity 
this March. The money you 
raise by ensuring as many peo¬ 
ple as possible are wearing the 
charity’s daffodil pin, will help 
Marie Curie nurse terminally ill 
people in their final hours.” 

She was joined by comedy 
and stage actor Stephen 
Mangan, whose parents were 
cared for by Marie Curie 


Keira’s supporting the 
Great Daffodil Appeal. 

Nurses. He said: “Marie Curie 
Nurses looked after my mother 
at home after she was diag¬ 
nosed with terminal bowel can¬ 
cer. A double blow followed 
when my father also died from 
a brain tumour. 

Fortunately, we were also 
able to care for him at home 
with Marie Curie nurses at his 
side.” 

To volunteer to collect for 
Marie Curie Cancer Care, and 
support the Great Daffodil 
Appeal, call 029 20426068, or 
visit: 

WWW.mariecurie.org. uk/daf- 
fodil. 
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Balustrades 


APPEAL NEEDS 
800 DAFFODIL 
VOLUNTEERS 
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‘Dance for Wales at 
Llangollen!’ - urges 
West End star Mark 


WEST END star Mark Evans 
is appealing to local folk 
dancers to “represent Wales” 
against teams from around the 
world at this year’s Llangollen 
International Eisteddfod. 

He is touring the USA in the lead 
role of the hit musical comedy The 
Book of Mormon, but took time out 
of his hectic schedule - he is appear¬ 
ing in Seattle at the moment - to 
urge Welsh dancers to step up to the 
plate. 

That’s because it will be strictly 
folk dancing, as the Llangollen 
International Musical Eisteddfod 
introduces a major new dance prize 
to feature alongside its acclaimed 
Choir of the World event on the 
final night of competition this July. 

Mark, from Llanrhaeadr, in the 
Vale of Clwyd, said: “Llangollen is 
a wonderful event with a tremen¬ 
dous heritage and it is a great expe¬ 
rience to be a part of, whether 
singing or dancing. 

“I would urge dance troupes to 
hurry to be involved in this year’s 
International Eisteddfod and show¬ 
case their talent to the world.” 

The idea for the Saturday night 
dance finale is the brainchild of 
Musical Director Eilir Owen 
Griffiths, who wants dance groups 
from across Wales to pick up the 
challenge and take on the world at 
Llangollen this year. 

At stake, will be the chance to go 
head-to-head on stage with the best 
in the world for a major new inter¬ 
national prize, the Dance 
Champions International Trophy 
and £1,000. 

Eilir Griffiths said: “The Choir of 
the World competition is interna- 



West End star Mark Evans. 


tionally recognised and we want to 
elevate dance to the same level by 
giving it a place on the stage on the 
big night, Saturday, July 13. 

“We’re hoping to attract more 
dance groups and so we have moved 
the two major dance competitions 
to the weekend. 

“Dance plays a really important 
part in the Eisteddfod and brings 
huge colour, spectacle and atmos¬ 
phere to the event every year, with 
dancers from all over the world in 
their different costumes.” 

This year’s event is from July 9-14; 
more details, including how to enter, 
are on the website at www.interna- 
tional-eisteddfod.co.uk and on 
Facebook at 

www.fac ebook, com/llangollen 


In the steps 
of Napoleon! 


THIS Sunday, 
(January 20) a 
well-known Cardiff 
priest will lead 
church services in 
Barry, before he 
sets sail to be priest 
on the remote 
island of St Helena 
in the South 
Atlantic. 

The 8.45am service 
at the Church of 
Merthyr Dyfan and the 
10am service at St 
Paul’s will be taken by 
Reverend Roy Doxsey, 
who for 15 years was 
Vicar of the magnificent 
Church of St German, 
in Adamsdown, Cardiff. 

Father Doxsey’s life 
as a priest has included 
the amazing contrasts of 
serving in the poorest 
and most deprived parts 
of Africa and as chap¬ 
lain at an English public 
school. 

Father Roy’s visit to 
St Helena will last for 
three months, when he 
will be priest in charge 
of the three Anglican 
churches on the island. 

Father Doxsey said: 
“I will be coming back, 

I am not being sent into 
exile on St Helena like 
Napoleon Bonaparte!” 

(The French Emperor 
died there in 1821, after 
being sent into exile by 
Britain and allied vic¬ 
tors following his final 
defeat at the battle of 
Waterloo in 1815). 


Father Doxsey led 
the magnificent restora¬ 
tion of the great church 
of St German. 

Built in one of the 
poorest areas of Cardiff, 
and designed by the 
famous Victorian 
Architect GF Bodley, St 
German’s has been glo¬ 
riously restored to its 
original condition. 

The historic connec¬ 
tion between St Paul’s 
and St German’s dates 
back over 100 years 
when the young curate. 
Rev David Weatherill, 
was sent to Barry from 
St German’s to com¬ 
plete the building of St 
Paul’s, which was to be 
the first Anglican 
Church built for the 
new town of Barry. 

Joining Father Roy in 
Barry will be his 
delightful Jack Russell 
terriers Megan and 
Jasper, who attend all of 
Father Roy’s services, 
but they will not be 
allowed to accompany 
him to St Helena. 

Megan and Jasper are 
great favourites with 
children and everyone is 
welcome to come and 
meet them on Sunday at 
Merthyr Dyfan Church, 
in Merthyr Dyfan lane 
and St Paul’s in St 
Paul’s Avenue. TS 


January report from the Fonmon Apiary 

How to foil those 
wax moth maggots! 


NOT much apiary 
work this month - 
there have been 
days when the bees 
were active, mainly 
cleansing flights, 
but some bees have 
entered the hives 
carrying pollen. 

However, it is still 
early days and I am not 
opening any hive at all. 
The days are starting to 
lengthen but tempera¬ 
tures are variable and a 
cold spell is predicted. 

This will definitely 
bring a stop to any excur¬ 
sions to and from the 
hives, and there is not a 
great deal of forage to be 
had, anyway. What little 
there is will be coming 
from the ivy. 

My present activity is 
to prepare as much 
equipment as I can for 
immediate use when 
spring does arrive. 

How am I doing this? 
Well, there are queen 
excluders with wax on 
them, I scrape this off. 
The supers that have 
been removed have been 
stripped of their frames 
and some of these frames 
have wax and propolis on 
them. 

This I scrape off; the 
wax is put into a contain¬ 
er and should we ever see 
the sun again, these 
scraps of wax will be put 
into a solar melter and 


recycled. In fact, all of 
the hive components are 
scraped and wire- 
brushed then gone over 
with a blowlamp to ren¬ 
der them cleaner still. 

The frames that are 
drawn out and will be 
used again are stored in 
vermin-proof containers, 
after being scraped only 
(no blowlamp on these, 
of course). 

However, it is 
inevitable that some of 
these frames will have 
wax moth eggs in them 
somewhere and if this 
scenario is not controlled 
those eggs will develop 
into maggots, and said 
maggots will proceed to 
devour the wax and ren¬ 
der your carefully-stored 
frames completely unus¬ 
able come spring. 

What can be done to 
prevent this taking 
place? 

When storing frames 
over the winter, or in fact 
for any length of time, 
the application of acetic 
acid will do much to 


remove the threat of the 
wax moth maggots. 

How do we go about 
this? My approach is to 
include a foil tray, along 
with the stored frames. 

To the tray, I add three 
pieces of kitchen towel 
and then soak the towel 
with the acid. The frames 
will require airing before 
using on a hive. 

Advice on this and the 
correct use can be found 
on most of the beekeep¬ 
ing web sites. Frames 
that have been sorted as 
not suitable for putting 
back into a hive, will 
have the wax cut from 
them (recycled of course) 
some will be discarded 
altogether, and others 
will be cleaned and foun¬ 
dation put in place, thus 
bringing about fresh wax 
in the hive and conse¬ 
quently improved 

hygiene. 

Be prepared and let’s 
hope for a better season 
than the previous one! 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


New direction 

Gem motoring correspondent, Tim 
Saunders, is branching out in a bid to boost 
interest in arts and crafts, with the formation 
of Creative Coverage for professional artists 
and craftspeople in Wales and England. 

He has co-founded the enterprise with his wife, 
Caroline. Visit: creativecoverage.co.uk for full 
details. 
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/ Alstons 

Large Sofa 
— Was £1299.95 



Now Only £879.95 




Now Only £999.95 


Dual motor Sherborne 
lift and rise chair 
5 year waranty 
Was £1339.95 
without VAT 


Now Only £583.29 


Bedside cabinet Was £149.95 




Dining Table 
and 4 chairs 
Was £1749.95 




Sale Price £99.95 


Sale Price £349.95 


Now Only £599.95 


NORMAL OPENING HOURS: 
MON,TUES,WED & FRI 9am - 5.30pm 
OPEN LATE EVERYTHURSDAY 9am - 8pm 
SAT 10am - 5.30pm.SUN I lam - 5pm 


Unit I • Retail Area • Llandow Ind. Est. 
Nr Cowbridge • SAT NAV CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446 772927/772928 


Visit our website at 
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
Enquiries: email sales(^theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


Vancouver 

Recliner and Stool 
Choice of colours 
Was £299.95 


5' Bed frame Was £699.95 


Over 50 beds 
on display 


Tempur 
30% off RRP 


Sale Price £149.95 


Now Only £1199.95 


All hanging robe Was £589.95 


Sale Price £369.95 
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Council considers land 
sell-off to fund more 
affordable housing 


Thursday, January 17th, 2013 


THE Vale Council 
is looking at ways 
to tackle the short¬ 
age of rented social 
housing in the area. 

The council’s scrutiny 
committee for housing 
and public protection 
was considering a plan 
to sell off council-owned 
land - specifically to 
tackle the shortage, yes¬ 
terday (January 16), as 
The GEM was going to 
press. 

Land owned by the 
council’s housing serv¬ 
ice could be sold off. 

The background to 
the decision is the Vale 
of Glamorgan Local 
Housing Market 

Assessment (LHMA) 
which said there was a 
critical need for addi¬ 
tional affordable hous¬ 
ing, with a requirement 
of 915 additional units 
needed each year. 

In 2007, a similar 
exercise concluded that 
only 652 were needed. 

The report considered 
by the scrutiny commit¬ 
tee said that this was 
principally because 


overall affordability lev¬ 
els in the Vale have 
worsened and the supply 
of housing stock has 
reduced over the period. 

The LHMA identified 
that the highest need was 
for social rented units 
(80 per cent). 

The report said that 
the “depressed local 
housing market” and an 
increase in the numbers 
registering for social 
housing, was increasing 
the pressure. 

With new mortgages 
being more difficult to 
get, says the report, it is 
expected that the num¬ 
ber of people being able 
to enter the owner occu¬ 
pier market will contin¬ 
ue to decrease, making 
the development of new 
affordable housing in the 
Vale even more impor¬ 
tant. 

The impact of welfare 
reforms is also expected 
to increase the need for 
more affordable housing 
units, including one and 
two bedroom properties 
to allow existing tenants 
affected by the ‘bed¬ 
room tax’ to downsize. 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


The report looked at 
how affordable housing 
is currently built, and 
identified two ways. 

The first is Social 
Housing Grant (SHG) - 
a capital grant made 
available by the Welsh 
Government to 

Registered Social 

Landlords (RSLs) with 
the support of the local 
authority to fund new 
affordable housing for 
rent or low cost home 
ownership. 

However, the SHG 
programme in Wales has 
been reduced annually 
by WG since 2010. In 
2011/12 it was 

£1,296,499, and in 

2012/13 it was 

£1,247,788, and in 

2013/14, it fell to 

£1,105,635. 

The second mecha¬ 
nism for building afford¬ 
able housing is through 
the Supplementary 
Planning Guidance 
(SPG), which says that a 
developer must provide 


30 per cent affordable 
housing on all sites of 10 
or more units through a 
Section 106 legal agree¬ 
ment. 

However, the council 
report says that it has 
become “increasingly 
difficult” to hit that 30 
per cent target. 

This is usually 
because the land was 
purchased at the height 
of the market and, due to 
the economic downturn, 
the project is no longer 
financially viable. 

The council then has 
to decide whether to 
accept a lower number 
of affordable housing 
units to allow the site to 
be developed. 

These problems are 
cited as the reasons for a 
land sell-off. 

The report says that, 
given all of these diffi¬ 
culties, it is critical that 
the council maximises 
the resources available 
for development. 

It points out that the 
council has a number of 
varying sized pieces of 
land or sites suitable for 
the development of 


housing, and these are 
owned by Housing 
Services. 

The report also notes 
that the council has the 
legal right to sell off 
land to a Registered 
Social Landlord at an 
“undervalue” - though 
only to a maximum of 
£2 million in any calen¬ 
dar year. 

It is also possible for 
the council to sell off 
pieces of land which are 
too small for develop¬ 
ment, but which are a 
financial burden due to 
maintenance and securi¬ 
ty costs. 

The report notes: 
“Enquiries are regularly 
received from residents 
of neighbouring proper¬ 
ties who would like to 
acquire this land to 
increase the boundary of 
their home.” 

If the plan is taken 
forward, Housing 
Services will be asked to 
identify all sites in its 
ownership suitable for 
affordable housing 
development or dispos¬ 
al, and to provide a fol¬ 
low up report of options. 


SCOUT AWARDS EVENING FOR 
VALE VOLUNTEER LEADERS 


ABOVE: Pictured from left to right: 
Gethin, Alison, Simon, ‘Luc Wyn and Ian. 


Nuisance calls: 

VALE MP CALLS 
FOR A DEBATE 


THE Vale MP, 

Alun Cairns, met 
with Ofcom offi¬ 
cials recently to 
discuss nuisance 
and unsolicited 
calls - an issue that 
concerns many 
constituents across 
the Vale. 

He reported: “Ofcom 
confirmed that they are 
actively pursuing the 
matter, and have based 
their action plan in 
response to recent data 
in the Consumer 
Experience Report. 

“During a six-month 
period in 2012, almost 
half (47 per cent) of all 
adults with a landline 
experienced a silent 


call, and almost three 
quarters (71 per cent) of 
landline customers said 
they received a live 
marketing call.” 

The MP said he had 
received “many com¬ 
plaints” from residents 
who have been annoyed 
and upset by various 
unsolicited marketing 
phonecalls to their 
homes. 

Ofcom confirmed 
that in July 2012, 9,803 
complaints about unso¬ 
licited marketing calls 
were registered with the 
TPS, compared to 3,212 
in December 2011. 

He has called for a 
Westminster Hall debate 
on the matter to “high¬ 
light to Parliament this 
important issue”. 


THE Vale Scout District held 
its first planning meeting of the 
year earlier this week, when 
Scouters from the four groups 
covering St Brides, Cowfodge, 
Llantwit Major and St Athan 
attended an ‘all leaders meet¬ 
ing’ at Cowbridge Scout hall. 

After thanking everyone for their 
“fantastic commitment” to scouting 
and for their voluntary work last year. 
District Commissioner Simon Miskin 
talked through a programme of events 
proposed for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts 
and Explorers in the Vale. 

Ideas included a Lrostbite camp, 
night hike, Easter egg rolling, push cart 
racing, floating lantern ceremony. 
Cubs five-a-side football competition 
and a weekend camp for the Beaver 
and Cub Scouts. 

Together with individual section 
programmes in the groups, small bore 
rifle shooting, archery and national 
events, 2013 looks to be a very busy 
and action-packed year, a spokesman 
reports. 

The evening concluded with the 
presentation of long service awards to 
Alison and ‘Luc’ Lucas, Cub leader 
and assistant Scout leader in Llantwit 
Major; also Wyn and Joanne Gower, 
Beaver Scout and Scout leaders at St 
Athan. 

These were all for five years’ volun¬ 
tary service to the Scout Association 
and marked by a certificate signed by 


Bear Grylls, the Chief Scout. 

Ian Jones received his Explorer 
Leaders ‘wood badge’ training certifi¬ 
cate. This training, run by the Scout 
Association locally, is offered to all 
leaders and is recognised by the 
Institute of Leadership and 
Management. 

Gethin Charles, Scout leader at 
Cowbridge, was “surprised and 
delighted” to be presented with the 
Medal of Merit. 

He was recommended by his 
Commissioner for dedication and out¬ 
standing service to Scouting, while 
holding an adult appointment for the 
past 16 years. 

Assistant Explorer Scout leader, 
Kev Hicks received his 15-year long 
service award at the recent Explorers’ 
Bowling Night in Cardiff. 

“Scouting is alive and well in the 
rural Vale, with more than 200 young 
people involved in Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts or Explorers,” said Simon 
Miskin, District Commissioner. 

“Volunteer adults are always needed 
to help organise and run the balanced 
programme of activities that Scouting 
has to offer, either as a leader, assistant, 
in a support role or as a committee 
member.” 

If you feel that you could give some 
time to volunteering locally please e- 
mail Simon 

Valescouts@btinternet.com or visit the 
website www.scouts.org 


When the paintings vanished 

TV recreates time 
of Reformation 
in Llancarfan... 



‘The Priest’ (actor Gareth Nash) is 
surprised, not by the reformers, but 
by cameraman Mike Harrison. 



The latest wall painting discovery: a 
looming devil encourages an 
‘anger-driven’ sword fight. 


AS surprises con¬ 
tinue to be revealed 
on the remarkable 
painted walls of St 
Cadoc’s Church, 
Llancarfan, a TV 
crew was in the 
church this week to 
re-create the times 
in which the paint¬ 
ings disappeared. 

Green Bay, the 
Cardiff-based production 
company which last year 
told The Story of Wales 
with Huw Edwards, is 
now building on the 
series’ success. 

Their new commis¬ 
sion, from the Welsh 
Government, will 
dramatise turning points 
in history with bi-lingual 
films which will be 
made available on the 
web to teachers and edu- y 
cators. 

Huw Edwards is again 
the presenter - and the 
filming beneath St 
Cadoc’s illustrated walls 
will help to put students 
young and old in touch 
with their dramatic his¬ 
tory. 

The Reformation 
swept a wealth of 
images and icons from 
churches throughout 
Wales, hiding forever (so 
the reformers thought) 
much of the visual cul¬ 
ture of our churches. 

Certainly, in 

Llancarfan (as The GEM 
has related over the last 
four years) the St 
Cadoc’s artistry man¬ 
aged to stay hidden for 
four and a half centuries. 

Now still in the 
process of revelation are 
George and the Dragon, 
Death and The Gallant, 
and a growing number 
of The Seven Deadly 
Sins. 


The latest to appear 
this autumn - still a 
work in progress - is a 
diabolical illustration of 
‘Anger’. 

Each new revelation 
confirms the growing 
international significance 
of the Llancarfan wall 
paintings. 

Hence Green Bay’s 
drama in the church... 
the edited mini-tale will 
show the local priest 


fleeing to hide the 
church treasures, frus¬ 
trating the destruction of 
the reforming icono¬ 
clasts. 

The production team, 
led by director John 
Geraint, have already 
filmed the complementa¬ 
ry images in St Lagans. 
And for their next Vale 
location they moved to 
Eonmon Castle - an 
instant time-travel to 
another striking period 
of Welsh history. 

All of which history is 
in striking contrast to the 
futuristic media that stu¬ 
dents will tap into for 
their studies, from the 
early summer onwards. 

The films are to be 
made available via the 
HWB, the Welsh 
Government initiative to 
offer a range of ‘digital 
tools and resources’ to 
‘support the learning of 
all toee to 19-year-olds 
in Wales’. 

And St Cadoc’s paint¬ 
ed walls, part of 
Llancarfan’s ‘University 
of the Middle Ages’, 
will be transported onto 
the World Wide Web by 
digital drama. 

IAN FELL 


Hearing loss 
guide for care 
home s^aff 

THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, attended a char¬ 
ity event by Action on Hearing Loss Cymru, 
in the Senedd on January 9. 

The charity has teamed up with Age Cymru’s My 
Home Life Cymru, to produce a guide to help care 
home staff identify signs of hearing loss and sug¬ 
gest tips on how to ensure residents with hearing 
loss can be a part of activities in the home. 

The AM commented: “I was pleased to attend 
the launch of this innovative guide for care home 
staff, which will be distributed free to care homes in 
Wales and which will help improve the quality of 
life for residents with hearing loss.” 







































LA BIOSTHETIQUE 

PARIS 

I This EXCLUSIVE 
COLOURING SYSTEM 
I at FICH+RAMOUS 

£ 15 off colour 
for new clients 

25% off colour 
every Wednesday 
for all clients* 

(*when accompanied with a cut & 
finish. Quote ‘50 Shades’ or cut out 
offer to redeem) 


THE COPPERS 
“She succumbed at last, 
her fiery copper fronds 
seduced by his touch” 
...only at Fich+Ramous. 


BRUNETTES 
“Her glossy 
locks trickled, 
like melted 
chocolate, over 
his chest” 


Fich+Ramous. 


THE REDS 
“He ran his 
fingers through 
her sumptuous 
red mane and 
inhaled deeply 
its spicy tones” 
...only at 
Fich+Ramous. 
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FICH+ 

RAfvlOUS 


HAIRDRESSING 

T: 01446 775522 75 EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE CF71 7AA WWW.FICHANDRAMOUS.COM 


THE BLONDES 

“He was transfixed by her beauty. 
Her ice maiden hair held him 
spellbound” ...only at Fich+Ramous. 


www.fichandramous.com 


‘You’ve tried 50 shades of grey’... 

now spice up your iife with 50 
shades of coiour at FICH+RAMOUS! 


In real life you may be an assertive, confident 
go-getter, but sometimes you have to yield to 
the moment.. 

Surrender to someone who knows what you need, and 
brooks no argument, and you could discover a whole new 
side to yourself. 

Close your eyes, take that step and submit to the team 
at F+R, who are offering you the chance to find a new 
colour and hair style that can awaken talents that you 
didn’t even know you had! 

F+R has always been a fashion leader and the plans for 
the year only confirm this. The salon heads into 2013 with 
many new and exciting services for its guests. 

Visit the Colour Bar - F+R’s version of a cocktail bar, 
sit, take your time discussing your options, choose your 
colour, and watch it being mixed before your eyes - or 
even mix it yourself! 

The colour bar will give guests plenty of time to relax 
and make their choice while they discuss their options 
with Lance and his team. 

As an extra incentive to experiment with 50 Shades of 
Colour to create a whole new look, F+R continues to pro¬ 
mote the very popular ‘Red Hot Wednesday’ - whereby 
they offer 25 per cent off all colours, when booked with a 
cut and finish. 

F+R has also introduced a special offer for new guests 
of £15 off all colours when booked with a cut and finish - 
and this applies on any day”. 

In addition, F+R are planning a range of special events 
for new and existing guests, and one will be their first 
‘Ladies' Night’ scheduled for Wednesday, March 6. 

As well as entertainment from Lauren England, a singer 
who also works at Fich+Ramous, there will be expert 
styling advice throughout the evening. 

There will be experts on hand offering advice in hair and 
clothing colour and styling, and there will be a special 
chance to tap into Lance’s expertise - your very own 
Christian Grey!. 

He said: “We are inviting guests to bring their own 
styling tools to get a ‘masterclass’ from us, so that they 
can get the best out of their equip¬ 
ment when they are at home, giv¬ 
ing them salon-perfect hair 24/7.” 

Another innovation is the intro¬ 
duction of a student package, and 
a student night is in the pipeline, 
on a date to be announced, with a 
DJ, as well as a chance to tap into 
Fich+Ramous’s pool of creative 
talent. 

Hot trends for 2013? For the 
girls, shows such as The Only Way 
is Essex have increased demand 
for the celebrity look, so big hair 
will continue to feature, along with 
a much more straight, sleek look 
with low, wide pony tails teamed 


Diary note... 

ladies’ 

night 

Wednesday 
6th March 


Coming 

soon... 

student 

night 


up with fiery reds and cool pastels. 

For the boys, frosting and coloured tips are this year’s 
look, and the 80s quiff is back and bigger than ever! 

Another package that Fich+Ramous has put together is 
a wedding package, which is designed to take the stress 
out of all the preparations for the big day. 

Fich+Ramous have moved with the times, and alongside 
their marketing company, ‘Red Infinity’ they have kept the 
business moving forward with lots of exciting and vibrant 
things happening. 

You can now take a 360 degree tour of the premises by 
searching for Fich+Ramous on Google Maps. 

F+R continues to unearth new talent, refines them and 
puts them on the path to success. 

Lance has been a ‘hands-on’ salon owner for over 50 
years - he hasn’t moved to an office job, but is still out 
there, working alongside Red Infinity and his team, taking 
on board new techniques and new technology, and continu¬ 
ing to put F+R right at the forefront of the Industry. 

You can also find out more through the website 
www.fichandrannous.com and any new followers on 
Facebook and Twitter will be entered into a draw to win a 
complimentary Cut and Colour with Lance - aka Mr Grey 
himself! 

Fifty shades of Grey. 

Fifty shades of Coiour. 

Fifty reasons to visit Fich+Ramous. 


LANZA 

HEALING HAIRCARE 


£5 off 

Keratin 
Healing Oil 

(100ml bottle) 

& FREE taster 
bottle to first 12 
clients booking a / j 
Cut & Finish at c/j| 
Fich+Ramous 


(Valid until 28th Feb 2013. 

Quote ‘50 Shades’ or cut out offer to redeem) 




WEDNESDAYS 

25% OFF 

all Colours booked 
with Cut and Finish 

NEW GUESTS 

£15 OFF 

on ali Colours 
booked with Cut 
and Finish 
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CEFN CRIBWR (ifiRRGE 

Car and Van Sales 
Servicing - MoT’s - Repairs 

Emiyn Williams and his team 
are pleased to support 
Fich+Ramous of Cowbridge 

01656 746 280 

Cefn Cribwr, Bridgend, CF32 OBA 
www.cefncribwrgarage.co.uk 


inFintiM 

MAMMCTtnoc sepvviccs 

LET US TAKE YOUR BUSINESS 
^^^TOA NEW HORIZON - 


FREE CONSULTATION AND £100 OFF 
ANY MARKETING CAMPAIGN. 


Call 02920 633198 or 07798 833198 
_ www.rBd-infinity.co.uk _ 


Proudly supporting Fich+Ramous 
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033 Windows... Simply the Best 


Customers vote MPN best in Wales! 


Six-times World Snooker 


Champion presents award 

The family-run window and conservatory company 
that has showrooms in Cardiff, Swansea, Neath, Port 


Talbot, Bridgend and Aberdare - has been voted best 


in Wales m a national consumer survey. 


The result was calculated from theCustomer 


Satisfaction returns of nearly 16,000 households 


across Britain and Ireland - every single customer 


of every member company for the whole year, with 


the award being presented by snooker legend 
Steve Davis at Network VEKA’s AGM in Cheshire, 


Six times World Champion, Steve, who is also the 


Brand Ambassador for Network VEKA, told the MPN 
team, “All Network VEKA members maintain incredi 
bly high standards, so you really are competing 
against the best of the best. Congratulations,’ 


MPN’s Paul Webster collected the trophy and said of 


the win: Our reputation is very important to us and 


we are extremely committed to customer service. 


It s great to be recognised for all our hard work. 


In our photograph, Steve Davis presents the trophy 


to Paul and Melanie Webster and Paul and Hannah 


Glastonbury, 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davis 


We will bciic 3Tiy wrincn ^uctc ike ior likcl 
(/'k Finance Available / Buy Wow, Tear 
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FRL£ 
QUOTtSI 


A 
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RtPAJRStRViLk 


AvailablF 24/7 


fall 07476 640959 


Free Conservatory 
D»ign Service Available 
We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Oownpipes 


FREE ONIINIE QUOTES 

> wwyiipBi«iiidPws .toni 

« ICR CR 07976 640959 


Bridgend 01656 648464 
Cardiff 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Opening Hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 
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^naazing Offisrf 

Sim '/our 'ree vertical ohndsvv every fvil I house 
windows and doors or 


FINANCE 
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SI 


PAY NO VAT! 


r/ii.coirs 


FENSA 


M.P.N 


DSORSbCOUERl^lC^ S 


EVERYTHING! 

ONLY IN JANUARY 

TEL: 01446 439212 

for the Vale 

lOA Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Rood, Cardiff CFl 18AP 
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Warning in Maesteg 
over Hrain surfing’ 


Maesteg are putting 
their lives in danger 
by attempting to 
‘surf’ on the side of 
trains, police have 
warned. 

Following a spate of 
incidents in recent 
weeks, British Transport 
Police (BTP) has issued 
a stark warning on the 
dangers of messing 
around on the railway. 

Officers are particu¬ 
larly concerned by 
instances of ‘train surf¬ 
ing’ - an extremely dan¬ 
gerous act that has 
resulted in hundreds of 
deaths around the world. 

Sergeant Steve 
Dawkins said: “It is hard 
to believe that anyone 
could be so mindless as 
to try to surf off the side 
of a train - it would only 
take a minor slip for 
them to fall between the 
train and the platform. 

“While these youths 
seem to have no regard 
for their own safety, they 
are clearly gambling 
with their lives. 

“I am extremely con¬ 
cerned that if this 
incredibly dangerous 
trend continues it is only 
a matter of time before 
someone is seriously 
injured or even killed.” 

Among worrying 


recent incidents was a 
report of a group of chil¬ 
dren attempting to surf 
off the side of a train as 
it pulled out of Maesteg 
rail station. 

A similar incident 
also occurred at Garth 
rail station, where chil¬ 
dren aged between 
seven and 12 were also 
reported to be attempt¬ 
ing to train-surf. 

“These are extremely 
worrying incidents 
which could quite easily 
have had dire conse¬ 
quences,” warned Sgt 
Dawkins. 

“Sadly, we have 
already seen examples 
in other areas where this 
incredibly dangerous act 
has resulted in serious 
injury -1 don’t want that 
scenario repeated here. 

“Those who survive 
this type of incident can 
rest assured that BTP 
will do everything possi¬ 
ble to trace them and 
take necessary action. 

“If the danger isn’t a 
deterrent, then I hope the 
threat of police action 
might be. 

“We simply will not 
tolerate any behaviour 
which puts lives at risk. 
The railway is not a 
playground and should 
never be treated as 
such.” 


Sgt Dawkins added: 
“In response to these 
recent incidents, we 
have been working with 
schools in the area to 
emphasise to pupils the 
extreme dangers associ¬ 
ated with this act. 

“We’ve also been 
patrolling stations and 
trains, speaking to 
young people about the 
dangers of messing 
around near the railway. 

“This is part of a 
long-term strategy to 
combat route crime. 

“We will be conduct¬ 
ing ongoing work via 
our Neighbourhood 
Policing Team (NPT) to 
educate youngsters.” 

Sgt Dawkins called 
for adult support in 
warning of the danger¬ 
ous trend. 

“I am also appealing 
to parents and adults to 
emphasise the dangers 
to children. If you live 
near the railway, ask 
yourself if you know 
where your children are 
playing.” 

You can report anti¬ 
social behaviour on the 
railway by contacting 
British Transport Police 
on Freefone 0800 40 50 
40, or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111. In an emer¬ 
gency always dial 999. 


Who wants to build 
what, and where f 


Mr and Mrs Coleman - Tynewydd 
Farm, Clemenstone - Proposed 
extension to rear forming new family 
room and link to upper level of prop¬ 
erty. 

Wales and West Housing - Bridgeman 
Court, Bridgeman Road, Penarth - 

New shed within existing site bound¬ 
ary for store. 

Mr and Mrs B Fry - Former Fire 
Station, Court Road, Barry - 

Proposed works to improve the condi¬ 
tion of the building including under¬ 
taking certain temporary measures to 
help prevent further deterioration of 
the building fabric. 

Mr Rabi Fauzi - Woodlands Nursing 
Home, Leckwith, Cardiff - Part 
change of use of the redundant care 
home to a residential dwelling/busi¬ 
ness centre. 

Mr Brian Mead - Type B, Trem y 
Glyn, Windmill Lane, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge - Proposed car port. 

Mr N Willcox - 8 Bowmans Way, 
Cowbridge -Single storey ground 
floor conservatory on the rear eleva¬ 
tion of the property. 

Dr John Antony Osborne - 
Greenfields, Castle Hill, Llanblethian 
- Alterations, restoration and exten¬ 
sions to a detached property. To 
include landscaping works, parking 
and vehicular access and flood pre¬ 
vention measures. 

Mr C Regan - Olives Court Hotel, 2 
Port Road East, Barry - Demolish 
existing hotel and build new hostel for 
homeless people. 

Mr Huw Bey non -13 Wordsworth 
Close, Llantwit Major - Proposed 
first floor extension over existing 
garage to create new master bedroom 
and ensuite. 

Mr Rhidian Llewellyn - Ty Mynydd 
Farmhouse, Welsh St Donats - 
Proposed restoration of existing farm¬ 
house (currently unoccupied). 

Mr Terry Casey - The Lawns, 
Michaelston Le Pit - Agricultural 
building and access track. 

Mr Siddique - Dewi Sant, Station 
Road West, Wenvoe - New vehicle 
access to property ojfA4050 and new 
driveway, turning space and parking 
area in existing garden. 

Mr Angus Dunphy -16 Laburnum 
Way, Dinas Powys - Reduce canopy of 
oak by 20 per cent. 

Mr Roland Tarleton - Clifton House, 


Treoes - Removal of existing car port 
for a single garage and driveway. 

Mr and Mrs Martin - Little Orchard, 
7a Merevale, Dinas Powys - 
Enclosure and extension of car port. 
Enlargement of windows. New door¬ 
way and storm canopy. 

Mr Peter Stolle - 9 Hickman Road, 
Penarth - Replace existing wooden 
front door with another wooden front 
door. 

Ms Polly Crabtree - Hatch Cottage, 
Bridge Street, Barry - Internal alter¬ 
ations and construction of new single 
storey extension/conversion to rear. 
Peter Statham - Southerndown 
Lodge, Southerndown - Renewal of 
2007/01540/FUL for two storey exten¬ 
sion to existing dwelling for use as 
granny flat. 

Mr Phillip Kenna - 118 Andrew Road, 
Penarth - Change of use of the sum¬ 
mer room attached to 118, Andrew 
Road to a self contained dwelling. 

Ms Nicola Foster - 4 The Precinct, 
Llantwit Major - Change of use for 
first floor only from retail to D2 
(leisure use). 

Mrs Carin Stephens - Field at Heol y 
March, Bonvilston, opposite Forestry 
entrance - Laying of chippings in 
front of hay shed. 

Mr Mark Seaward - 1 Gilbert Lane, 
Barry - Single storey extension to the 
rear of the property consisting of 
kitchen/day room. 

Mr and Mrs David Evans - 88 
Lavernock Road, Penarth - First 
floor extension over existing garage 
and two storey extension to rear. 

Mr Neil Stanger - 54 Cornwall Rise, 
Barry - Construct new garden store to 
side of dwelling. 

Mr Michael Charles - Sinclairs, 36 
Windsor Terrace, Penarth - 
Extensions to rear of Sinclairs Law 
offices and the demolition of a sus¬ 
pended WC room to first floor with 
associated works. 

Mr Terry Clease - Erolics 
Earmhouse, Llanmaes Road, 
Llantwit Major - Extend property to 
create a granny annex and build 
attached double garage with games 
room. 

Mr Stephen MacKenzie - 26 Clos Y 
Eulfran, Barry - Additional storage 
over existing garage to be used a sun 
lounge. 



Tutor Kris Rees and Coun Lyn Morgan. 


Free digital 
workshops for 
job seekers 


A SERIES of free 
drop-in ‘digital 
workshops’ aimed 
at job seekers who 
are in need of ICT 
help and support 
has been launched 
by Bridgend 
Library Service. 

The free ‘Digiworks’ 
workshops will cover the 
basics of ICT, including 
using the internet for job 
searching, managing 
online claim channels 
and sending an electron¬ 
ic CV. 

They will run on 
Mondays in Bridgend 
Library (9.30am-12pm) 
and Pyle Library 
(L30pm-4pm), 

Tuesdays in Bettws Life 
Centre (9.30am-12pm) 
and Wildmill 
Community Centre 
(L30pm-4pm) and 
Wednesdays in Pencoed 
Library (L30pm-4pm). 

The Welsh 
Government-funded 
pilot will initially run for 
three months. 

Digital inclusion 
development tutor Kris 
Rees explained: “The 
internet has become a 
part of everyday life for 
many people, but not 
everyone feels confident 
about using it. However 
we also know that the 
business of the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions is becoming 
increasingly digital. 

“There are already 
several online services 
available and with the 
move towards Universal 
Credit there will be even 


more. 

“We would like to 
help local jobseekers and 
benefits claimants 
become more ‘digitally 
included’ - by that we 
mean we want people to 
have the confidence to 
use the internet to search 
for jobs, have an email 
account, save and email 
their electronic CV and 
use the government web¬ 
sites to manage their 
benefits, pensions and 
allowances.” 

Anyone who drops in 
can also find out about 
further advice and train¬ 
ing offered by the coun¬ 
cil and other agencies. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
BCBC’s cabinet member 
for wellbeing, said: 

“This is a fantastic 
opportunity for local 
people to get fast, free 
help and advice in their 
local library or commu¬ 
nity hub. 

“With so many 
changes to the 
Government’s benefits 
and allowances, it’s 
important that people 
don’t feel digitally 
excluded. This is not a 
job club but it is a way 
of getting free and 
straight forward ICT 
advice to help you in 
your search for employ¬ 
ment.” 

For more information 
about the workshops, 
contact Kris Rees on 
07792322611 or email 
kris. rees @bridgend. gov. 
uk. 


Rugby legends 
back ‘Walk On 
W ales’ launch 

RIGHT: 

Ryan 
JoneSy 
Dino 
Bossi and 
Gareth 
Edwards 
at the 
launch of 
^Walk 
on 
Wales.^ 



AMONG the 
famous faces who 
attended the Walk 
on Wales launch on 
November 30 were 
Welsh rugby leg¬ 
ends Gareth 

Edwards and Ryan 
Jones - pictured 
above with the 
Welsh Guards’ 
Commanding 
Officer Dino Bossi. 

At an action-packed 
event, hosted by BBC 
presenter Sian Lloyd, Jan 
Koops and Dai Graham, 
Walk on Wales founders 
presented the WoW 
baton to the Regiment’s 
Commanding Officer, 
Dino Bossi. 

From August 25, the 
baton will accompany 
the Walk on Wales teams 
as they tackle the 870- 
mile Welsh Coast Path, 
raising £1 million for the 
Welsh Guards’ 

Afghanistan Appeal and 
Combat Stress. 

The money raised will 
go towards providing on 
the ground help for sol¬ 
diers who have been 
physically injured or who 
are suffering from mental 
trauma. 

It was conceived by 
two Falklands veterans. 
Captain Jan Koops and 
LSgt Dai Graham, who 
saw at first hand the 
impact that active service 
has on the lives of sol¬ 
diers and their families. 
Jan and Dai, then Welsh 
Guardsmen, were in the 
1981/82 Welsh Guards 
rugby team. 


That season, the team 
won all its games, includ¬ 
ing the Army Cup. A few 
weeks later, they were in 
the Falkland Islands 
where, tragically, on 
board the troopship Sir 
Galahad several mem¬ 
bers of the team were 
among the 38 members 
of the Welsh Guards who 
died. Many more were 
critically wounded. 

Since the end of World 
War Two, the Welsh 
Guards have lost 50 men 
killed in combat in places 
as far apart as Northern 
Ireland, the Falklands 
and Iraq. Recently, the 
Regiment has been in the 
thick of the fighting in 
Afghanistan. 

In 2009, the Welsh 
Guards paid a heavy toll 
when in the space of a 
six-month tour, their 
commanding officer, a 
company commander, 
platoon commander, ser¬ 
geant, corporal and 
guardsman were killed. 

Many more soldiers 
have sustained life¬ 
changing physical 
injuries. 

This extremely intense 
tour has been powerfully 
documented in the books 
Dead Men Risen by 
Telegraph journalist, 
Toby Hamden; Don’t Say 
Goodbye by Welsh 
Guards wife, Fiona 
Stanford, which recounts 
the devastating effect of 
that tour from the per¬ 
spective of the wives and 
families of the soldiers; 
and the achingly 
poignant Death of a 
Soldier by Margaret 
Evison which tells of the 


loss of her son. 
Lieutenant Mark Evison. 

The Welsh Guards 
have just returned from 
another tour of Helmand 
province during which 
three soldiers were killed 
and many more sustained 
critical injuries. 

These tragic deaths 
and the physical injuries 
are compounded by the 
unseen killer, post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder. 

The experience of the 
Ealklands generation is 
that many more soldiers 
have suffered PTSD. 

This often does not 
manifest itself until 10 or 
15 years later, when 
recurring nightmares can 
develop into more seri¬ 
ous mental issues, lead¬ 
ing to family break-up, 
loss of jobs, homeless¬ 
ness and ultimately and 
sadly all too often, sui¬ 
cide - a tragic end for 
Servicemen who have 
given their all for society. 

Commenting on Walk 
on Wales, Jan Koops 
said: “The sustained 
intensity of operations in 
Afghanistan means that 
we must be braced for 
many more cases of 
PTSD and men needing 
help in the future. 

“Our aim is to make 
sure that services are pro¬ 
vided, not just for Welsh 
Guardsmen, but for all 
Welsh soldiers within 
Wales to help provide on- 
the-ground help for our 
servicemen”. 

If you would like to 
join this unique event, 
visit www.wallkon- 
wales.org. 



Aberthin Rd, Cowbridge CF7I TEN 
Tel 01446 772311 

cowbridgehs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


We think our school is fabulous... 

But don’t just take our word for it, 
Visit us at our Open Evening 


Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Ysgol Gyfun Y Bont Faen 

Sixth Form 
Open Evening 


...take a 
closer look 


Tuesday 29 January 2013 
4.30-6.30pm 


An open evening for students considering taking 
their AS/A2 Level Studies or L3 BTEC courses 
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Sporting success, a top recycling effort 

...and braving the icy seas for Ty Hafan! 



ABOVE: The Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg students line up - ready to plunge into the sea to raise funds for the Ty Hafan children’s hospice. 
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ABOVE: The school was successful in a recycling competition (see report in round-up below). 



ABOVE: Tilly Matthews has been selected for Wales. 



NEWS ROUND-UP FROM 
YSGOL BRO MORGANNWG 


Brrrr’o Morgannwg! 

ON Friday, December 14, at 3:30pm, more 
than 70 sixth form pupils and staff from Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg jumped into the water 
at Barry Island in fancy dress to raise money 
for Ty Hafan. (See picture at top of page). 

‘Brrrrr ’o Morgannwg ’ was arranged by the 
sixth form charity committee. 

Awards ceremony 

A VERY big thank you to Alun Cairns MP 
and to the headteachers from our primary 
schools for their valued support at last 
month’s awards ceremony. 

It was a successful evening once again, with the 
school hall full of pupils, past pupils and their fam¬ 
ilies - all here to celebrate their exam success. (See 
picture above). 

Recycling competition 

RECENTLY, year-13 business studies 
pupils took part in a recycling competition 
that was arranged by ‘Effeithlonrwydd 
Adnoddau Cymru’. 

The task was to collect as much electronic waste 
and as many electrical items as possible. 

We are pleased to announce that our school col¬ 
lected the most in weight in the county, and as a 
result the school has won £1,000 to spend on elec¬ 
tronic and electrical equipment. 

The team (Hannah Owen, Charlotte Sinclair, 
Jack Pritchard, Michael Coles, Tomos Hillman and 
Morgan Howells-Davies) would like to thank staff, 
parents and pupils for their support and for bring¬ 
ing items to school. 

A special thank you to the IT department for 


making sure that we received the old computers, 
and to the music department for giving us the old 
electronic music equipment. 

Welsh champions 

CONGRATULATIONS to both the year-7 
boys and years 8 and 9 boys gymnastics 
teams on winning the recent Welsh 
Gymnastics Novices Competition at Sophia 
Gardens. (See picture above, right) 

The girls’ year-7 and girls’ year 8 and 9 teams 
also competed, but unfortunately they did not place 
in the top three. Well done to all who took part. 

Congratulations, Tilly,,, 

A BIG congratulations to Tilly Matthews, 
year-10, on being selected to represent 
Wales in sailing. 

During the term she has been attending training 
weekends with the Welsh coaching team. This is 
quite an achievement. 

We’d like to wish her all the best as she starts to 
compete, and look forward to hearing about her 
successes. 

,„and congratulations, Robin! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Robin Tait, year- 
11, who has been offered a place to follow a 
specialised music course and to study A- 
Levels at The Chetham Music College in 
Manchester. 

Recently she attended interviews and auditions 
at the college and clearly made a good impression, 
as she was offered a place at this prestigious col¬ 
lege straight away. 

Well done, Robin and we wish you all the best 
for your future. 



ABOVE: The school’s year-7, 8 and 9 gymnastic teams. 


A GOOD YEAR TO MAKE FRIENDS 


I WOULD like to 
take this opportuni¬ 
ty, on behalf of 
Eriends and 
Neighbours, to 
thank all those who 
have supported the 
group in 2012. 

I would never have 
thought that it would 
have proved so popular. 

PACT 

meetings 

RHOOSE PACT, 
Community Centre, 
Celtic Way, Rhoose, 
January 17, at 7pm. 
COURT PACT, The 
Scout Hall, Ilminster 
Street, Barry, January 
23 at 6pm. 

BARUC PACT, Barry 
Island Community 
Centre January 24, at 
7pm 

LLANDOUGH PACT, 
Royal British Legion, 
Penlan Road, 

Llandough, January 
28, at 7pm. 


Many lonely, isolated 
people have joined new 
and old friends, which is 
what this group is all 
about. 

We have had a won¬ 
derful 2012. With the aid 
of local organisations 
and businesses, we have 
been able to arrange a 
summer outing with 
sponsorship from 
Castleland Communities 
First; we took two mini 
buses to Symonds Yat, 
where they all had a fan¬ 
tastic day out, including 
a three-course lunch and 
a trip down the river. 

With the aid of spon¬ 
sorship from Aberthaw 
Power Station, Barry 
Rotary Club and Western 
Power, they had an 
amazing Christmas party 
at Beryl Road Pioneer 
Hall, where over 50 
members enjoyed a four- 
course Christmas lunch 
and a gift. 

Entertainment was 
provided by local group 
Budding Superstars and 
Superstars Theatre, who 
sang songs from musi¬ 
cals and the shows. 

We were also very 


lucky in obtaining local 
grants from Barry Town 
Council, the Vale 
Council and a Kick Start 
grant to obtain IT equip¬ 
ment. 

We ended 2012 with 
being nominated by 
Waitrose’s charity, com¬ 
munity matters. 

Alun Cairns MP 
delighted the group by 
informing them they 
would be one of his cho¬ 
sen charities, along with 
Age Concern Senior 
Health Shop in Barry, 
when he runs the 
London Marathon in 


April 2013.1 would like 
to thank Jane Hutt AM 
for her outstanding sup¬ 
port over the years, and 
also The Glamorgan 
GEM for its support. 

I would also like to 
thank Marlene, Gary, 
Andrea, Chris, Jen, 
Joyce, Gail for all their 
support as volunteers of 
Friends and Neighbours. 

Without these, the 
group could not func¬ 
tion. 

GAY FIFIELD 
(Secretary) 

Friends and Neighbours 
Senior Citizen Group 


AGE CONCERN 

VOLUNTEERS 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and Vale is looking for 
volunteers to help with two schemes in the Vale. 

A volunteer tea party is being held at Senior 
Health Shop, 38 Holton Road, Barry, on January 30 
when co-ordinators will give information. 

The ‘Let’s Get Out’ Friendly Advantage project 
provides short term befriending, to bring people 
together and establish friendships. 

The Barry Good Neighbour Scheme provides 
long term befriending for those who are unable to 
get out or are isolated. 

Further information from Nicola Rockett (01446 
747654), Samantha Jenkins (07584 346014) or 
Nona Hexter (01446 732385). 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 

THE following are 730443, 309266, 828278, 
winning numbers in 730038, 641138,190993, 


the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D757. 

• £2,000: 441084. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£5,500, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 270871, 
900548, 105624, 666245, 
427833, 384287, 

332220, 527149, 529708, 
508175, 720564, 963997, 
265982, 109007, 567723, 
783681, 507443, 468158, 
224578. 

• £5: 398109, 

459978, 428104, 317095, 
164160, 575292, 319583, 
492302,311901, 

780615, 475799, 666194, 
162573, 243045, 162259, 
411537, 760059, 373252, 


406243, 314262, 708690, 
476762, 938205, 545252, 
468946, 597443, 747992, 
591531, 538799, 

686983, 322045, 227044, 
655245, 274840, 954740, 
438136, 850736, 398711, 
960568, 281022, 196215, 
869379, 243155, 696843, 
102121, 646630, 871903, 
727946, 606191, 254289, 
431650, 688037, 225720, 
000109. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 02920 
672062. 


Momentum Coaching 

' Improve your life... make quick and lasting changes 

■ Kevin Arnold NLP Practitioner | 

Face To Face • Skype • Phone 
I • STOP Smoking • Work/Life BALANCE 

• STOP Stressing Out • CONFIDENCE Building 

I • STOP Unwanted Habits • BETTER Relationships 
T: 07766 018831 

I E: momentum-coaching@hotmail.co.uk 
W: momentum-coaching.co.uk 

3 Sessions for Price of 2 - Quote ‘GEM’ 


STANDING OVATION FOR A 
MASTERFUL MUSICAL FILM 


M- 


USICALS 
don’t 
come 
much more epic 
and dramatic than 
Les Miserables. 

Hitting its 28th year, 
and having been seen 
by a worldwide audi¬ 
ence of over 60 million 
people, its journey to 
the big screen has long 
been imagined. 

It finally reaches cin¬ 
emas under the auspice 
of The King’s Speech 
director Tom Hooper, 
and stars Hugh Jackman 
as Jean Valjean, whose 
breaking of parole 
brings him under the 
gaze of Inspector Javert 
(Russell Crowe). 

As Javert tracks 
Valjean through the 
years, the former pris¬ 
oner finds himself 
caught up in the lives of 
factory worker Fantine 
(Anne Hathaway) and 
her daughter Cosette 
(Amanda Seyfried), and 
a revolution that will 
not end well... 

Les Miserables is 
aptly named. Its power¬ 
ful drama and incredible 
songbook create a truly 
mesmerising musical 
experience that leaves 
you emotionally drained 
come the conclusion. 


Local Pick-Up Points... 

CML Ltd 

Coach Tours 



5 DAYS - ISLE OF WIGHT GREAT 

VALUE 


MONDAY 26th to 30th AUGUST - £239.00pp I 

Single Rooms Limited •- 

Staying at CARLTON HOTEL 

Seafront position Sandown • Coach excursions • Entertainment 
Four nights bed and breakfast • 3 courses, 3 choice evening dinner 
All rooms ‘en suite’ with tea/coffee making. 


5 DAYS - IRELAND GREAT 

price 


1st to 5th SEPTEMBER - £269.00pp 

Includes: Free Excursions - KILKENNY, _ 

WATERFORD CRYSTAL, MIDDLETON DISTILLERY for the 
“JAMESON EXPERIENCE” 4 nights Bed & Breakfast 3 courses - 
3 choice evening dinner, full cooked Irish breakfast, music on first night 
with complimentary drink. 2nd night Traditional Irish Dinner followed by 
Traditional Irish Band. 3rd or 4th Night Dinner followed by Music in the 
bar and complimentary Irish Coffee. All rooms en-suite with TV, tea/ 
coffee making, staying at The Grand Hotel, Tramore, nestling in 
the south east corner of Ireland overlooking the bay. With a wide range 
of sporting and leisure activities. 


1 Monthly Shopper 

_ ^A.A.1 

Calais & Belgium 



Why not join us and see the sights and make fantastic savings with 
Duty Free Wines, Spirits, Beers and all Tobacco products. Pfus 
fabulous savings on perfumes, make-up, cosmetics and lots more for 
this special low price. Book your seat early. (Make sure you have a 
current passport). 


PLUS 




w 


Transport for Nights out, Football & Rugby Trips, 
Stag & Hen, Golf Trips, Airports, Racecourse’s 
Sports Clubs. Group Discount Available. 


Discounted Designer Dutiets... City Tours... 
niuii - ^ Continentai Shopping Trips... 

ai’‘U LHi Coaches, Minibus, Limo Hire... 

“ Tel 01446 773541 / 02920 531033 


However, those seeking 
happiness would be bet¬ 
ter off popping along to 
Hair spray \ 

Can director Tom 
Hooper, and a starry, 
talented cast, bring this 
musical to life on the 
big screen? The answer 
is a resounding yes, Les 
Miserables losing not 
an ounce of the passion, 
drama and emotion of 
the stage production, 
while also adding scale 
and spectacle to the 
piece. 

Coming off the The 
King’s Speech, Hooper 
had the pressure of liv¬ 
ing up to that success 
while also satisfying the 
rabid fans of the musi¬ 
cal, and he achieves 
both. 

His handling of the 
story is beautifully 
done, allowing the nar¬ 
rative to flow beautiful¬ 
ly and, with the aid of 
screenwriter William 
Nicholson, helps to 
embellish elements so 
as to clear the narrative 
up slightly and contex¬ 
tualise characters’ traits 
and actions. 

He shows a far 
grander eye as well, the 
opening sequence in a 
dock makes sure the 
film hits the ground 
running with a 
grandiose flourish, 
while the 

sequences at the barri¬ 
cades are unyieldingly 
epic and hard-hitting. 

The only negative is 
that often Hooper 
resorts to stagey direc¬ 
tion instead of maintain¬ 
ing the scope of the 
opening, many scenes 
feeling hemmed in and 
less cinematic than they 


Big 

Screen 

BIG SCREEN’S 
next film is Hope 
Springs (Cert 12A) 
on Thursday, 
January 24 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall. 

The marriage of Kay 
(Meryl Streep) and 
Arnold (Tommy Lee 
Jones) has become bor¬ 
ing; they’ve resorted to 
separate bedrooms. 

But Kay has had 
enough and finds a book 
by a Dr Feld which 
inspires her to sign them 
up for a week-long mar¬ 
riage counselling ses¬ 
sion. 

Fven with the doc¬ 
tor’s advice, Kay and 
Arnold find that renew¬ 
ing their marriage’s fire 
is a daunting challenge. 

Doors open 7.10pm. 
Tickets £4 (available in 
advance from the Town 
Clerk’s office, or on the 
door). 


could have been. 

However, Hooper’s 
gritty take, which fore¬ 
goes the usual musical 
sparkle, grounds the 
film incredibly well. 

The film’s trump card 
is a cast that step up to 
the plate and deliver the 
goods. Hugh Jackman 
is never better in the 
lead role, carrying the 
weight 

of the character and his 
responsibilities with a 
furrowed brow and no 
small 

amount of emotion. 

It is an intense character 
to play and Jackman is 
more 

than up to the task, 
never tripping into 
melodrama where it 
would be easy to 
do so. 

Opposite him, 

Russell Crowe is a wor¬ 
thy opponent, perfectly 
cast and 

executing his role with 
a similar level of 
aplomb. If people want 
to criticise his singing, 
then they could find 
fault with the singing 
across the board, as the 
emphasis is placed on 
emotion and realism 
rather than 
technically perfect 
vocals, and Crowe cer¬ 
tainly doesn’t embarrass 
himself. 

Anne Hathaway’s 
turn is small but haunt¬ 
ing, wringing more 
emotion and passion 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


from 15 minutes of 
screentime than many 
can manage in two 
hours (her 
take on I Dreamed a 
Dream, married with an 
unflinching close-up, is 
Spine-tingling). Sacha 
Baron Cohen and 
Helena Bonham Carter 
offer up some comic 
relief as the 
Thenardiers. 

The only slightly 
bum notes come from 
Fddie Redmayne and 
Amanda Seyfried who, 
as Marius and Cosette, 
are given wet characters 
to play and, while 
vocally strong, don’t 
quite manage to over¬ 
come the limitations of 
the characters. 


But these small nig¬ 
gles notwithstanding, 
Les Miserables is a 
truly magical experi¬ 
ence, working incredi¬ 
bly well on the big 
screen and should satis¬ 
fy fans of the stage 
show as well as new¬ 
comers. 

VERDICT -A sue 
cessful move to the big 
Screen, Les Miserables 
packs quite the emo¬ 
tional weight. Strongly 
performed by an 
impressive cast, and 
well 

directed by Tom 
Hooper, this is anything 
but a Miserable(s) cine¬ 
matic experience and 
will live long in the 
memory. Highly recom¬ 
mended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Phantom Of 
The Opera (2004), 
Chicago (2002). 


Philip Irwin writes: 

After reviewing three 
excellent school ver¬ 
sions of Les Mis in 
recent years 
(Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major and Porthcawl), 

I was tempted to have a 
turf war with our film 
reviewer over this, but I 
can only endorse his 
comments, because the 
film is a truly over¬ 
whelming experience. 

I agree that Russell 
Crowe has been unfair¬ 
ly criticised, but I don’t 


agree with his com¬ 
ments about Eddie 
Redmayne, who I 
thought sang beautiful¬ 
ly- 

Methinks Mr 
Jamieson picked on 
him because Eddie is 
yet another Eton public 
schoolboy! 

One small predic¬ 
tion... When enough 
people have seen Anne 
Hathaway’s version of 
‘I Dreamed a Dream’, 
cabaret singers and tal¬ 
ent show auditionees 
will be forced to drop it 
from their repertoire. 

It’s become a big, 
feel-good number in 
recent years, with 
singers building up to a 
big finish and a tri¬ 
umphant flourish. 

What Miss 

Hathaway has done is 
reclaim the lyric. It 
isn’t about dreaming a 
dream and getting 
there - it is about 
despair and degreda- 
tion. 

Victor Hugo told a 
tale of hard times, 
when there was little 
compassion for life’s 
casualties. 

Tom Hooper’s film 
has plenty of grime, 
disease and suffering, 
but watch Anne 
Hathaway’s face as she 
sings about her dream 
- and how far she fell 
short - and you get a 
sense of just how hard 
life was. 


WHAT’S ON AND WHERE? 


Brigade 

jumble 

THE 2nd Llantwit 
Major Boys’ Brigade 
will hold its annual big 
jumble sale this 
Saturday, January 19, 
in the Town Hall, 
Llantwit Major, at 
2pm. Entry 20p. If 
anyone has any dona¬ 
tions or would like to 
help setting up, con¬ 
tact Andy Wellsbury 
on 01446 796374. 

Message of 
hope 

THE Vale Church 
‘Changed Lives’ series 
restarts on Sunday, 
January 20 at 5pm in 


PENARTH 

SURGERY 

Eluned Parrott, AM 
for South VVales 
Central, is holding 
an advice surgery 
tomorrow (Friday, 
January 18) at 
Tesco Superstore, 
Terra Nova Way, 
Penarth, CF64 ISA 
between lpm-2pm. 

No appointment is 
needed. 


the Banquet Hall of 
the Duke of 
Wellington pub, 
Cowbridge. 

The November 
‘Changed Lives’ story 
told how Christine, 
from Cardiff, had been 
miraculously healed 
overnight after visiting 
the Christian retreat 
centre, Ffald-y-Brenin 
in west Wales. 

She had suffered for 
14 years from life- 
threatening ME, and 
had been near death and 
wheelchair-bound when 
she was healed miracu¬ 
lously 18 months ago. 

On January 20, we 
will hear from a local 
man whose life turned 
about in an amazing 
way while in prison. 

We welcome every¬ 
one of ah ages who 
need blessing in their 
lives, for any reason, to 
come and hear this real 
life story of hope. 

DG 

Village AGM 

THE annual general 
meeting of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Best Kept 
Village competition will 
be held at 7pm on 
Tuesday, January 22 
at Cowbridge Eire 
Station. 

Anyone interested in 


joining the committee is 
invited to attend the 
meeting. For further 
information, contact the 
secretary, Carole 
Alexander on 
07751372537. 

Family 

service 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth, is holding a 
family service on 
Sunday, January 27 at 
10am on the theme of 
‘One Body - Many 
Parts’. 

The worship will be 
suitable for ah ages and 
refreshments are served 
after the service. Ah 
welcome. 

Charity ball 

LOVE is in the air at a 
charity Valentine’s 
Ball in Cardiff on 


Saturday, Eebruary 16 
at The Mercure 
Holland House Hotel 
in Cardiff at 7pm 
(black tie optional) in 
association with Welsh 
Hearts, supporting 
local heart groups in 
Wales. 

The event is in aid of 
two local heart charities 
in Wales 

Cardiomyopathy, and 
The Heart Research 
Fund for Wales. 

Tickets, £30, include 
sparkling reception, a 
three-course dinner with 
coffee, a charity raffle 
and auctionn live enter¬ 
tainment and dancing. 

For tickets, contact 
20435000, Sharon 
Owen on 07730944700, 
or email 

fundraising® welsh- 
hearts.org. 


Councillors’ 

surgery 

THE Llantwit First Independent council¬ 
lors will hold an advice surgery at the 
Heritage Centre, Town Hall, Llantwit 
Major this Saturday, January 19 from 
9.30am until 11.30am. 

Residents who have any council issues 
to raise are welcome to attend. 
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HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION; 




DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

• POWER 
STATIONS 

• CHEMICALS 

• MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

• ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

(0808) 156008I 






HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 


ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 




Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


WHAT’S ON 

in brief 

Valeways 

walks 

ON Thursday, 
January 24 at 
10.30am, coffee shop 
strollers; start at 
Barry Hub, Cold 
Knap, Barry, outside 
the Bridge Cafe. 

Also on January 
24, start at 10.30am, 
‘Around the Lanes’, 
start Llantwit Major 
Hub, railway station 
car park. 

Wargamers 

PENARTH and 
District Wargamers 
present ‘Crusade 
2013’ on January 26 
at 10am in Cogan 
Leisure Centre, 
Penarth- hosts of the 
Welsh DBA and 
Napoleonic open 
championships. 

Tenovus 

fayre 

HANDMADE gifts 
made by the local com¬ 
munity will feature 
when Bea Roberts, 
director of Tidal 
Dream Creations, 
hosts a ‘Love Themed’ 
gift fayre in aid of 
Tenovus charity in the 
Paget Rooms, Penarth, 
on Sunday, February 
10 at Ham; entry and 
parking free. 


NEWS FROM THE PENARTH 
AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


A journey along the 
Vale’s Jurassic coast 


MEETING at Penarth cliff top 
car park, seven walkers joined 
Geraint and Patch for a local 
ramble as part of the Festival 
of Winter Walks, exploring 
Penarth and Lavernock on an 
overcast and cloudy morning 
but - with the weather improv¬ 
ing as time went on. 

The cliffs between Penarth Head 
and Lavernock Point are composed of 
Trias sic rock around 203-million 
years old, signified by red mudstones 
and siltstones with large nodules of 
gypsum which in a mineral form is 
alabaster. 

They made their way along the 
cliff path to Lavernock Point, where 
the cliffs are more varied and grey in 
colour and around 195-million years 
old, relating to the Jurassic era, and 
walked Fort Road to enter the 
Lavernock Nature Reserve managed 
by volunteers for the Wildlife Trust of 
south and west Wales. 

The fields contain a vast variety of 
flowers in season, such as knapweed, 
fleabane, devil’s bit scabious, bird’s 
foot trefoil and rockrose to name but 
a few. 

These in turn attract different vari¬ 
eties of butterflies, and there are 
splendid views to be had out over the 
Bristol Channel and towards the 
Severn Estuary and Somerset coast. 

Since the late 1860s, Lavernock 
has had a gun battery which was built 
as a protection for the channel 
approach to Cardiff and Bristol. 

The group moved on to explore the 
concrete remains of the Second World 
War battery which contained four 
3.7” anti-aircraft guns arranged in a 


clover leaf style with lighter 40mm 
Bofors guns nearby, a command post, 
magazine and workshop. 

Rather unusually, two of the gun 
pits had steel doors which opened and 
allowed the guns to lower and fire at 
shipping. 

Having enjoyed refreshments over¬ 
looking St Mary’s Well Bay while 
watching the clouds moving up the 
Bristol Channel, the group made their 
way to Cosmeston Country Park. 

Skirting the lake, they passed 
youngsters out testing their Christmas 
bicycles, dog walkers and people who 
were feeding the bird population. 

Penarth Station formed part of the 
old Taff Vale Railway built in 1865 
and a spur line carried trains through 
Alberta Halt, Cosmeston, Lavernock 
and Sully, before the line connected 
back to the Barry railway at 
Cadoxton. 

The line was closed permanently in 
1968, but various parts are still walk- 
able and following the old line back 
to Alberta Place, the group returned 
to their start point. 

Weather permitting, on January 19, 
please note the extra walk in the pro¬ 
gramme: meet 9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a 9.5-mile hard walk tak¬ 
ing in Fan Fawr and Fan Frynach; 
contact Barrie on 029 2053 0753. 

To follow the group please log onto 
www.penarthramblers.wordpress.co 
m. Rucksack badges, programmes 
and membership advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 029 2025 
5102. 

Joy Strangward 


Introducing... 

i EXPRESS SERVICE 

CARDIFF to PORTHCAWL • MONDAY to FRIDAY 


NEW SERVICE FROM 14th JANUARY 2013 


FI EXPRESS - PORTHCAWL TO CARDIFF 


A.P. TRAVEL LTD 


Monday to Friday 


Valid from 14/01/2013 


F1 EXPRESS TO PORTHCAWL 


Cardiff Central B5 = 


Culverhouse Cross Tesco 


St Nicholas 


Bonvilston 


Cowbridge Greggs 
Bridgend Police Station 


Bridgend Bus arrive (stand 1) : 


Bridgend Bus depart (stand 1) 
Laleston - Mackworth Arms 


Newton - The Globe 


Nottage Forge _ 

Porthcawl John Street 


6.30 

6.40 


6.45 


6.50 

6.58 


7.07 


7.12 

7.15 


7.00 

7.10 


7.15 


7.20 

7.28 


7.37 


7.42 

7.44 


7.25 


7.35 


7.39 


7.42 


7.52 

8.02 


8.10 


8.15 

8.23 


8.32 


8.37 

8.40 


8.35 


8.39 


8.42 


8.52 

9.02 


9.10 


16.10 


16.20 


16.25 


16.32 


16.42 

16.52 


17.00 


17.05 

17.11 


17.20 


17.25 

17.27 


16.50 17.20 


17.04 17.33 


17.09 17.38 


17.12 


17.41 


17.22 

17.32 


17.51 

18.01 


17.40 18.09 


17.45 

17.53 


18.14 

18.24 


18.02 18.33 


18.06 

18.09 


18.38 

18.41 


19.00 


19.10 


19.15 


19.18 


19.28 



I Rail Station near this stop. Please note this service does not run via Ely / Canton, but instead runs via the A4232. 


F1 EXPRESS TO CARDIFF 


Nottage Forge 


Porthcawl John Street 


Newton - The Globe 


Laleston - Mackworth Arms 


Bridgend Bus arrive s 
Bridgend Bus depart 


Bridgend Police Station 
Cowbridge Greggs 


Bonvilston 


St Nicholas 


Culverhouse Cross Tesco 
Cardiff Central B5 


6.55 


6.03 


6.58 


6.07 


7.02 


6.16 


7.11 


6.24 

6.28 


7.19 

7.25 


6.33 

6.48 


7.30 

7.45 


7.01 


7.58 


7.05 


8.02 


7.09 

7.19 


8.06 

8.18 


7.30 


7.34 


7.43 


7.52 

7.57 


8.02 

8.17 


8.27 


8.31 


8.35 

8.48 


8.00 


8.04 


8.13 


8.22 

8.27 


8.32 

8.47 


17.40 


17.45 

18.00 


18.10 


18.14 


18.19 

18.30 


17.40 


17.42 


17.46 


17.55 


18.04 

18.09 


18.14 

18.29 


18.39 


18.43 


18.47 

18.57 


18.15 


18.43 


18.47 


18.56 


19.05 

19.10 


19.15 

19.30 


Cowbridge based 
proprietors are proud 
to launch their new service, operating 
their competitive prices and faster 
alternative to bus travellers throughout 
the Vale and Mid Glamorgan. 

For more information contact: 

A. P. TRAVEL Ltd. 

E: ap-travel@hotmail.co.uk 

01656 725255 


t Rail Station near this stop. Please note this service does not run via Ely / Canton, but instead runs via the A4232. 
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When a bomb fell on HMS Collingwood 


_ THE GEM - 25 

CsEM READERS' 

LETTERS EXTRA 


I N a recent letter to the Editor, I 
asked those who had served at any 
time, in any capacity, at HMS 
Collingwood, the massive shore establish¬ 
ment at Fareham just outside 
Portsmouth, to get in touch if they want¬ 
ed to be reunited with old shipmates. 

They are still coming out of the woodwork, and 
I have received some wonderful stories of their 


experiences, but something else more dramatic has 
now emerged. 

In the early hours of June 18, 1943, a bomb 
dropped on to one of the accommodation huts and 
killed over 30 sailors, all volunteers mainly 17 and 
18 years old. They had been in the Royal Navy for 
just over a fortnight and were still under training. 
There are no photos of them in uniform. 

Two sisters of those killed saw my appeal and 
have come forward seeking more information and I 


have now tracked down service details of all them. 

I am hoping that readers, and those who had rel¬ 
atives killed, or they themselves served at HMS 
Collingwood at that time, will come forward and 
contribute information ready for the 70th anniver¬ 
sary on June 18. 

By kind permission of the Commodore of HMS 
Collingwood, I have arranged for a memorial ser- 
viceto be held in the chapel, and a visit to the spot 
where the bomb dropped, with a short service to be 


held there. Wreaths may be laid at the tree planted 
in their memory. 

Send details of the one you have lost, or your 
story, if you were there at the time, to: 

Mike Crowe, 

Chairman. HMS Collingwood Association, 7 
Heath Road, Sandown, Isle of Wight. P036 SPG 
or email mike.crowel@btinternet.com 


Fostering crisis puts 
more children at risk 


Answer to air 
crash mystery? 


S OME of your 
readers may 
already be 
aware of the chron¬ 
ic shortage of foster 
carers and the crisis 
it is causing, which 
puts more of our 
vulnerable children 
at risk. 

It means many young 
children are forced to go 
into residential care or 
are sent to out of county 
placements, away from 
their friends and families 
and at a huge cost to the 
taxpayer. 

Without your readers’ 
help, many more young 
people could be forced 
to go down the same 
road. 

Every year, we are 
told that although there 
around 59,000 children 
living with 45,000 foster 
families across the UK, 
there is still a shortfall of 
around 10,000 foster 


parents. Foster carers 
make an incredible dif¬ 
ference to children’s 
lives. We need foster 
carers for both short and 
long term fostering, but 
a national shortage of 
foster carers means we 
are struggling to find 
enough carers. 

As chair of the Vale’s 
social care committee, I 
would certainly like to 
see more people come 
forward to foster. 

Fostering a young 
person is an extremely 
rewarding experience - 
so have you got what it 
takes? 

Contact the Vale 
Council on 01446- 
700111, email them at 
fostercare @ valeofglam- 
organ.gov.uk or call in to 
the Civic Offices in 
Barry for further infor¬ 
mation. 

Coun Richard Berlin, 
Barry (Independent, 
Vale Council) 


C OULD this 
be the 

Spitfire acci¬ 
dent referred to by 
Chris Short in his 
letter in The GEM 
on January 10? 

There are other acci¬ 
dents recorded, but this 
one seems to fit the 
description: 

Flying Officer Neville 
Alexander Thomas 
Fleming, aged 20, of the 
Royal Australian Air 
Force, came from Red 
Hill, Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia, 
and is also buried at 
Flantwit Major 
Cemetery. 

He was flying a 
Spitfire on a non-opera- 
tional day training flight 
but crashed on February 
6, 1943 at Pendoylan 
and was killed. 

A flying accident 
report stated: “Fleming 
was detailed to fly No 3 


in a formation flying 
exercise being led by Fit 
Ft Plagis, and after one 
hour 15 minutes of for¬ 
mation flying, Plagis 
broke up the formation, 
preparatory to landing. 

“He instructed his No 
2 and No 3 to carry out 
local flying and to pan¬ 
cake after Ihr 30 min¬ 
utes flying. 

“Plagis landed at 
10.19hrs, No 2 at 
10.25hrs. Fleming, who 
was overdue after Ihr 30 
minutes flying, was 
called up by R/T Ops, 
but no reply was 
received. 

“At 10.40hrs, a report 
was received that a 
Spitfire had crashed and 
burnt, seven miles north 
east of base. This was 
N3221.” 

(Name and address 
supplied) 


Let US know what you think about what is going on in 
your area: email gemeditorial@tindlenews.coMk 




HEARING EXHIBITION 

Do you need the TV louder? 

Do you find it difficult to follow conversations? 

Do you find people mumble? 

If the answer is YES, there may be a simple solution. 

To find our more please attend one of our free Hearing Exhibitions. 


BARRY 

Memorial Hall 
and Theatre 
Gladstone Road 
10am - 2pm 
Monday 21st January 

COWBRIDGE 

Lesser Hall 
Town Hall 
10am - 2pm 
Tuesday 22nd January 


BRIDGEND YMCA 

Angel Street 
10am - 2pm 

Wednesday 23rd January 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Town Hall 
Llantwit Major 
10am - 2pm 
Thursday 24th January 


Come and see displays of the 
smallest hearing aids in the world 
and find out about the latest in 
hearing aid digital technology. 

Our fully qualified Hearing Aid 
Audiologosts will also be offering: 

Free hearing tests. 

Free examinations and adjustments 
of your hearing aid. 

Live demonstrations. 

Free triais on the day. 

Friends and famiiy more than 
weicome to accompany you. 

Haif price hearing aid batteries. 

Fuii price iists avaiiabie. 

Open throughout iunchtime. 


Or for a FREE private consultation in your home please call: 

Hearing Wales 

(01792) 650894 



New Ideas? 
NewYear! 
Time for a 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

71^f( tke Doof^ Do&tof^/ 


NEW LOOK KITCHEN! 
Call now for an 
inspirational 
Free Quote 


A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


DOOR 
DOCTOR 

7ESSMCSS, 7CSS COST 


Tike ^oxrr Oootor 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

vrwv/uiotrr-dac4trr.co.uk. \Lf. 
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WHY I SHOULDN’T PUT OFF SERVICING MY CAR 


E verybody 

keeps talking 
about snow.E.It’s 
been forecast and 
there’s a general air of 
anticipation for those 
snowflakes. 

Let’s be honest, we all like 
snow, it transforms the gener¬ 
ally grey and grotty world 
into the sparkly wonderland 
of our childhood fantasies. 

However, we don’t like the 
inconvenient side effect it has 
on transportation: it’s guar¬ 
anteed to flush out any faults 
on your car and everybody 
else’s and consequently, 


there’s struggling cars every¬ 
where! 

The trouble with winter is 
that there’s never any spare 
money to be spent on any¬ 
thing following Christmas 
and the last thing anyone 
wants in January is a car 
related bill. 

To be honest, if the car 
needs a service this month, 
it’s tempting to put it off, at 
least until February. 

There’s a good reason for 
not doing that, though, the 
reason being that postponing 
maintenance on your engine 
is likely to lead to a more 
expensive repair bill, instead 


of just the service cost. 

Unfortunately, contrary to 
those interesting stickers that 
I regularly see plastered on 
the boot, your car is not pow¬ 
ered by fairies. It’s powered 
by a mechanical engine which 
needs oil changes and service 
inspections to be reliable. 

You may not know (or want 
to know!) how your engine 
works, but you need to 
understand that your car is a 
machine and, like all 
machines, it needs to be 
maintained - unless you want 
to buy a new one every cou¬ 
ple of years, like a washing 
machine! 


Your battery should be 
checked and recharged if nec¬ 
essary, so that it has the 
power on those cold morn¬ 
ings, the spark plugs or glow 
plugs need to be working if 
you want the car to keep 
starting, and the oil should 
be clean and of the right vis¬ 
cosity to prevent engine wear. 

Think about how metal is 
affected by the cold. Your 
anti-freeze should definitely 
be checked for both strength 
and age. Antifreeze is 
absolutely vital to your 
engine, it actually has two 
purposes: The first is to pre¬ 
vent the water freezing and 


expanding inside your engine 
(metal doesn’t expand when 
cold, so your block tends to 
crack). 

Secondly, it contains rust 
inhibitors to combat corro¬ 
sion within your engine. 

Antifreeze should be 
renewed approximately every 
three years, and good prac¬ 
tice is to have a flush to keep 
the pipes and water pump in 
tip-top condition. 

Unfortunately, if you’re 
paying £99 for a cheap serv¬ 
ice, they aren’t going to be 
flushing or renewing your 
coolant, if you’re lucky they 
might top it up! 


A service might seem like 
an unnecessary expense when 
money is tight, but it isn’t 
really, not if you want to rely 
on your car which if we’re 
honest, most of us do. 

Truth of it is, we all abuse 
the item that we expect to get 
us to work (to earn the 
money) and to ferry our fam¬ 
ily here there and every¬ 
where. 

We moan when the car 
breaks down and we blame the 
poor vehicle, when really we 
should blame ourselves for 
putting off the service again. 

CLAIRE NICHOLLS 



Barry 

Tyre Centre 

Ltd 


Our Service Centre is available 
to customers old and new. 

A family owned business serving 
Barry for nearly 40 years. 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 


i - 



Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

LOWER GUTHRIE mjm HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF634PS jrl^ BARRY CF63 4HU 

01446 737447 KB 01446 745888 

www.t)attytyreautocentte.co.uk 

Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 




All major credit cards accepted 



Has your car been 
damaged by floods? 

Lewis Motors will remove all your interior, 
dry, clean, valet vehicle and re-fit carpets 

for £220.00 inc VAT 

Any additional damage can be quoted for on inspection. 

MOT £40 - MOT & SERVICE £99.00 
MINOR SERVICE £99 - MAJOR SERVICE £185 
FRONT BRAKE PADS REPLACE £66 
REAR BRAKE PADS REPLACE £57 
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE £55 
VALET, TYRE PRESSURE CHECK, LIGHTS & LEVELS £10 



O Mackcirclesxom 


Ooo46M||lSdlMI ^ 


Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 6pm; Saturday 9am - 1pm 

@^03 0B ^SSJS^OGDD 


1 City Road, Cardiff, South Glamorgan. CF24 3BJ 
Tel/Fax: 029 2048 0829 lewismotors2004@btconnect.com 


IIPERMOVEO 


FREEWMIER SAFETY CHECKS 


a 

o Anb Freeze 
^ Chedt&litM) 



Wiler 
Soeemvash 
Check&T( 



SOUTH WALES LEADING EURO SPECIALISTS 
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A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 

Does your garage 
offer to collect 
your vehicle? 




KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 


T he joys of 
winter motor¬ 
ing - a Vale 
driver offers some 
advice: 

I LOVE my car. She’s 
far from new and far 
from perfect, but she’s 
a reliable old friend - 
until it gets cold. 

Once the frosty stuff 
appears, she’s about as 
much use as a chocolate 
teapot and that’s when 
I’m glad that I’ve got the 
safety net of breakdown 
cover. 

I like knowing that 
should my metal steed 
have a little blip, I won’t 
be stranded - at least 
that’s what I thought 
until the old girl would¬ 
n’t fire up the other 
morning. 

It was icy and she 
wouldn’t even consider 
turning over. So, after 
several minutes of frus¬ 
trated attempts and 
angry threats of calling 
a scrapyard, I finally 
gave in and telephoned 
for breakdown recovery 
- only to be flummoxed 
when the irritatingly 
chirpy telephonist at the 
other end of the line 
stated that they couldn’t 


assist me as I didn’t have 
home start. 

Apparently, I am only 
covered to break down 
anywhere other than 
outside my house. How 
marvellous. 

Fortunately, I use a 
garage that will come 
and collect my car, not 
that I realised this either, 
until I phoned them on 
that frosty morning to 
beg for help. They were 
brilliant. I rang and 
spoke to a very helpful 
lady who promised to 
come and fetch my old 
girl within the hour. 

Sure enough, they 
arrived and trailered her 
away and she was 
dropped back to me later 
the same day, all fixed. 

Ask your regular 
garage if they offer 
recovery. You never 
know when you might 
need it and if they do, 
you can have the number 
to hand (unlike me who 
had to rummage through 
the entire contents of my 
hall cabinet to find it). 

Alternatively, make 
sure your breakdown 
cover includes home 
start, because it’s a right 
kerfuffle being stranded, 
even at home. 


S.KAUTOI 


For all ^ 
your _\ ? 

motoring ' 
needs " 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


• Servicing • General Repairs 

• MOT & Preparation • Clutches 

• Exhausts • Timing/Cam Belt 

• Replacement • Brakes 

• Code Reading • Welding 

• Tyres • Tracking & Balancing 

• Suspension/Shocks 

• Engine & Gearbox Replacement 

• Free Tyre & 

Antifreeze Checks 


Unit 7 & 8, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 1YU 

Tel: 01446 795855 
Mob: 07967 129977 


MOTORING ORGANISATION’S TOP TIPS 


O F all the seasons, winter requires 
the most care and preparation if 
you’re to stay safe and avoid a 
breakdown - and the AA has sound 
advice for motorists. 

Breakdowns are more common at this time of 
year, and here’s the AA’s general advice for safe 
driving through the cold, dark months ahead. 
Battery and electrics 

Lights, heaters and wipers put high demands on 
the car battery. If your driving is mainly dark rush- 
hour trips, the battery will give out eventually. 

Batteries rarely last longer than five years. 
Replacing one near the end of its life can save a lot 
of time and inconvenience at the side of the road. 

• Avoid running electrical systems any longer 
than necessary - turn the heater fan down and 
switch the heated rear window off once windows 
are clear. 

• If the car stands idle most of the weekend, a 
regular overnight trickle charge is a good idea to 
give the battery a chance to revive. 

• Turn off non-essential electrical loads such as 
lights, rear screen heater and wipers before trying 
to start the engine. 

• Use the starter in short five-second bursts if 
the engine doesn’t start quickly, leaving 30 seconds 
between attempts to allow the battery to recover. 

Antifreeze 

A continuous squealing noise as soon as the 
engine is started is a sign the water pump is frozen 
- it’s the fan belt slipping on the pulley. The cylin¬ 
der block could be frozen too. 

Stop the engine immediately and allow it to 
thaw out. This may take several days unless the car 
can be moved to a heated garage. 

If the car begins to overheat a few miles from 
home, it’s likely that the radiator has frozen, pre¬ 
venting coolant from circulating. Stop straight 
away to avoid serious damage and allow the radia¬ 
tor to thaw. 

• Antifreeze costs only a few pounds, but a 
frozen and cracked engine block will cost hundreds 
of pounds to repair. 

• Most modern cars use long-life antifreeze - it’s 
important to use the right type and avoid mixing 
different types. Check the handbook or ask a deal¬ 
er for advice. 

• Glycol-based antifreeze should be changed at 
least every two years. 

• You need a 50-50 mix of antifreeze and water 
in the cooling system for winter. This gives maxi¬ 
mum protection down to -34° centigrade, and with¬ 
out it, severe engine damage costing hundreds of 


ChipsAway 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓^Quick i/Convenient ✓^Fu Ily guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 78781 


or visit 

^ www.chipsaway.co.uk 



pounds can occur. 

Vision 

Keep the windscreen and other windows clear - 
if your vision is obscured through dirt, snow or 
even sticker-infested car windows, you could face 
a hefty fine. 

Clear snow from the roof as well as from win¬ 
dows as this can fall onto the windscreen obscuring 
your view. It can be a hazard to other road users as 
well. 

Dazzle from a low winter sun can be a particular 
problem. 

• Improve vision by making sure that the wind¬ 
screen is clean both inside and out. Scratches, abra¬ 
sion and chips on the outside can also worsen the 
dazzling effect of the sun. 

• Greasy smears on the screen that don’t go with 
use of a normal screenwash additive will require a 
little elbow grease. Try using a cream glass polish 
with a slight abrasive action. 


LLANTWIT TYRE 
^CENTR^^ 

All brands and 
makes of tyres 
available 

Car Wash from £5 


Unit 5, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 lYU 

01446 793435 07809 826532 


Good as New 

Car Body Repairs 


‘'Now 10 Years 
in business” 

Tristan Greedy would like to inform all 
of his customers that due to business 
expansion they have moved from the 
Heritage Business Park, Wick Road, 

Llantwit Major to their new premises 
(next door to the Post Office sorting 
office), Llandow, Vale Business Park 
- and it’s business as normal. 

Unit 4,40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 



We guarantee to beat 
any genuine quote 


We will try to beat your excess before you go through your insurance. 

Open 6 days a week Sam till late Before After 
Bumper scuffs ^ 

Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 

Resprays ' 

Light & Heavy Accident Repairs • J |_ ■ 

Courtesy cars provided Before After 

We will guarantee to beat any 
genuine like for like quotation 
We deal with all major insurance 
companies 

“If your excess is too high - give us a try” 


New Phone No. 01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @ hotmail.co.uk 


Find us on 


ADVANCED CUTTING EDGE DIAGNOSTICS FROM 



^ EXCEPnONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 
v/ FREE LUXURY COURTESY CARS 
v/ QUALITYPARTS/MOBUl&CASTROL OILS 
^ RECOVERY CALL OUT AVAILABLE 

PRESTIGE & PERFORMANCE SPECIAUSTS 


MERC, BMW, JAG, PORSCHE & AUDI EXPERTS 
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Year of the Convoy is coming to the Vale! 


Give thanks to the everyday heroes of 

BRITAIN’S MERCHANT NAVY 



THE Barry branch 
of the Merchant 
Navy will be playing 
a full part in ‘The 
Year of the Convoy’, 
which is apt, 
because during the 
Second World War, 
the Vale town host¬ 
ed a greater propor¬ 
tion of seamen than 
any other port. 

The GEM will be 
publishing regular 
bulletins as ‘The 
Year of the Convoy’ 
unfolds. 

It is the 70th anniver¬ 
sary of the Battle of the 
Atlantic. To mark the 
historic event, the 
Royal Navy, supported 
by representatives from 
the Merchant Navy and 
other maritime organi¬ 
sations, is holding a 
series of events across 
the UK during May 
2013. 

The main focus of 
activity will be 
Liverpool, although 
there will be a number 
of events elsewhere, 
including London and 
Londonderry and a spe¬ 
cial Arctic Convoy 
event at Loch Ewe. 

The Merchant Navy 
Association (Wales) 
annual service at 
Cardiff Bay is sched¬ 
uled to take place on 
Saturday, May 18, and 
the MN (Wales) Bar^ 
Branch Annual Service 


will be confirmed for 
September. 

The Battle of the 
Atlantic was the domi¬ 
nating factor all 
through the war. Never 
for one moment could 
we forget that every¬ 
thing happening else¬ 
where, on land, at sea 
or in the air depended 
ultimately on its out¬ 
come. 

The Battle of the 
Atlantic was the longest 
continuous military 
campaign of World War 
Two and resulted in the 
loss of some 30,000 to 
40,000 Merchant Navy 
personnel and around 
5,000 ships. 

The turning point in 
the campaign for the 
Allies was May 1943 
when German subma¬ 
rine losses became 
unsustainable. 

What made the 
Battle of the Atlantic so 
crucial? 

After the fall of 
Europe the main supply 
route for the continued 
prosecution of the war 
was between the United 
States/Canada and the 
UK via the North 
Atlantic. 

Ultimately, it was the 
success in the protec¬ 
tion of this vital sea 
corridor by the defeat 
of the German surface 
and U-boat threat that 
enabled the massive 
logistic build up that 
led to success in North 
Africa, at D-Day and 


then through to the fall 
of Germany. 

The Vale played a 
major part in that suc¬ 
cess. 

Admiral Sir Mark 
Stanhope, the Eirst Sea 
Lord, said: “More than 
any other campaign in 
our nation’s history, the 
Battle of the Atlantic 
reminds us of our 
enduring dependency 
on the sea for our sur¬ 
vival. The sacrifices 
made by courageous 
seafarers from both 
sides of the Atlantic, to 
feed and fuel our island 
nation, are remembered 
with pride and grati¬ 
tude” 

The worst journey 
undertaken was to the 
Soviet Union. 

Between 1941 and 
1945, the Arctic con¬ 
voys transported more 
than 4 million tonnes of 
supplies to the Soviet 
Union. 

More than 100 ships 
were lost with 3,000 
sailors losing their 
lives. Winston 
Churchill said the arctic 
convoy mission was 
“the most dangerous 
journey in the world”. 

On Wednesday, 
December 19, 2012, 
veterans of the Arctic 
Convoys were finally 
recognised, 67 years 
after the end of World 
War Two, when the 
Prime Minister 
announced in the House 
of Commons that an 



RIGHT: 

The Battle of the 
Atlantic was the longest 
continuous military 
campaign of WW2. 
Arctic Star medal will 
be awarded. 

More details will 
come from the MoD in 
the New Year, including 
how veterans can apply. 

The Arctic convoys 
supplied Russia with 
vital fuel, food and 
munitions. More than 
3,000 seamen were 
killed during 78 con¬ 
voys that delivered 4 
million tons of cargo. 

Eighty five Merchant 
ships and 16 Royal 
Navy vessels were 
destroyed. 

It is thought 66,500 
men sailed on the con¬ 
voys, but only 200 are 
alive today. The award 
is overdue and many 
brave men have not 
lived to see it. 

Many Welsh veterans 
including those from 
Barry and the rest of the 
Vale are among those 
that have long called for 
official recognition in 
supplying the Soviet 
Union in its effort to 
fend off the Nazis. 


Although, the home 
Arctic campaign award 
has now been granted 
there are many veterans 
and supporters still 
seeking the Ushakov 
decoration which rather 
than for a campaign is 
for bravery. 

The local MN 
Branch will be working 
closely this year with 
the Barry at War Group 
and the new Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre. The timing of 
the opening of the cen¬ 
tre is significant with 
2013 being the ‘Year 
of the Convoy’, which 


is especially poignant 
given Barry's strong 
links to the Merchant 
Navy. 

Regular displays 
throughout the year at 
the museum will help 
us to understand how 
Barry came to lose a 
greater proportion of its 
seamen than any other 
port. 

In addition, a set of 
Merchant Navy stamps 
to commemorate the 
Battle of the Atlantic is 
due to be issued on 
September 19, 2013. 
The designs have yet to 
be decided. 


The National MNA 
has worked with our 
own Barry Branch to 
bring about this 
achievement. 

They have worked 
and lobbied for over 
three years to get this 
stamp of approval and 
all the work has pro¬ 
duced a very successful 
outcome. 

The Merchant Navy 
Monument located at 
the Barry Civic Offices 
was re-dedicated on 
Saturday, September 
29, 2012, in time for 
the annual service and 
prior to the 2013 


events. 

This was an exten¬ 
sive refurbishment that 
also saw the addition of 
many more names - 
honouring the merchant 
seamen from many 
towns and villages 
within the Vale. 

The monument is not 
too far from the old 
Barry Docks and is an 
everlasting tribute to 
those with no known 
grave but the sea. 

Every name on all 
monuments represents a 
person. They not only 
died, but they died for 
us. JG 


NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS FROM BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 

‘Believe in yourselves and make it happen!’ 

- champion cyclist Nicole Cooke tells pupils 


LAST term, Barry 
Comprehensive 
School won a Red 
Shoes Academy 
Ambassadors com¬ 
petition visit from 
Colin Jackson’s 
Sporting 
Ambassadors. 

They travel the four 
corners of Wales to visit 
schools and colleges in 
an initiative designed to 
match the skills and 
experiences of elite 
sportsmen and women 
with promoting transfer¬ 
able skills across the 
curriculum. 


Barry Comprehensive 
School was one of the 
first schools to host a 
visit. 

The aim of the com¬ 
petition was to encour¬ 
age young people to 
take more opportunities 
to change their commu¬ 
nities for the better. 

The application had to 
be made in just 200 
words and the focus for 
Barry Comprehensive’s 
entry was the work of 
the School Parliament 
and its five cabinets. 

In November, we 
received the good news 
that our entry had been 


successful and we 
would be one of 30 
schools hosting a Red 
Shoes Academy 
Ambassador. 

Our ambassador was 
the Welsh Olympian 
cyclist Nicole Cooke of 
Wick, who represented 
Great Britain at the 
2008 summer Olympics 
in the women’s road 
race, where she won 
gold. 

She also became the 
first woman to become 
the road race World 
Champion and Olympic 
gold medalist in the 
same year. 


CHARITY OPENS FOR 
FUNDRAISING DRIVE 


LOCAL residents are being urged 
to donate to the BAYV@40 fund, 
by Macmillan Cancer Support 
Bridgend, one of seven charities 
to benefit from the fund which 
aims to raise £40,000. 

The Buy As You View company 
asked customers to nominate the most 
deserving charity for a chance of ben¬ 
efiting from the fund. Macmillan 
Cancer Support Bridgend was the 
chosen charity. 

Macmillan in Wales has more than 
200 health and social care profession¬ 
als helping people affected by cancer 
and their families. Their current cam¬ 
paign, Counting the Cost of Cancer, 
aims to reduce the financial impact of 
cancer for people in Wales by raising 
awareness and making sure that every 
person diagnosed with cancer in 


Wales has access to financial advice 
and support. 

Liz Cole, area fundraising manag¬ 
er for Macmillan Cancer Support, 
said: “Macmillan Cancer Support is 
delighted to have been chosen by Buy 
As You View to benefit from its 40th 
anniversary fund. We rely lOOper cent 
on fundraising in order to provide 
services for people affected by cancer 
across Wales.” 

As part of its BAYV@40 fundrais¬ 
ing effort, a local team of fundraisers 
has already completed the Three 
Peaks Challenge, dress down and 
fancy dress days, bake sales and a 200 
mile cycle ride. 

To sponsor the team and donate to 
Macmillan Cancer Support visit 
WWW.just giving. com/teams/BAYVat40. 




She credited her team 
mates, as it was a group 
effort that contributed to 
her achievements. 

Nicole, a former 
pupil of Brynteg 
Comprehensive, deliv¬ 
ered her unique assem¬ 
bly to year-7 and 8 stu¬ 
dents in December. 

Her performance lit¬ 
erally began with a 
drum roll, as Mr 
Kennedy, cycling enthu¬ 
siast, ensured that the 
school’s percussion 
band were playing to 
celebrate Ms Cooke’s 
entrance. 

Her speech to the stu¬ 
dents focused on the 
need for them to believe 
in themselves and then 
to ensure that they made 
it happen. 

Ms Cooke described 
how she and her family 
had been very proactive 
at both a local and 
national level for her to 
have the opportunities 
she needed in order to 


succeed at world class 
level. 

She described herself 
as “very ordinary”, 
coming from a local 
comprehensive school 
in Bridgend, but it was 
clear to her audience 
that she has an extraor¬ 
dinary focus and com¬ 
mitment. 

The assembly was 
followed by Nicole 
Cooke and Richard 
Owen from the Red 
Shoes Academy, work¬ 
ing with the health and 
fitness cabinet and the 
community cabinet. 

Both ambassadors 
were very generous 
with their time, ensur¬ 
ing they spent every 
minute possible with the 
young people, providing 
lots of practical exam¬ 
ples for ensuring that 
every opportunity to 
succeed is maximised. 

We would like to 
thank The Red Shoes 
Academy for this 


Wildlife in the park 


PORTHKERRY Wildlife Watch 
group will hold its first meeting 
of 2013 on January 19 at 
Porthkerry Country Park. 

It is open to children aged 8-12 
years to increase their understanding 
of the environment in fun ways. 

The Group is run in partnership 
with the Wildlife Trust and meetings 


take place on the third Saturday of 
the month, Warn until I2pm starting 
at the Forest Lodge, Porthkerry 
Country Park, Barry. There is a 
charge of £2 per session to cover the 
cost of materials. 

For further information, contact 
01446 733589 or email 

mjstewart@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 


Nicole autographs a drum for the percussion band 


Nicole Cooke with 
year-7 student Morgan 
Jones and 
headteacher Mr 
McNamara. 

unique initiative: the 
sharing of experiences 
between Ambassadors 
and students was inspi¬ 
rational and really did 
encourage us to believe 
we can all find the 
champion within. AC 
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26 Cennin Pedr, Barry - £245,000 

Executive five bedroom detached • Cul de sac 
location • Entrance hallvs^ay, cloakroom, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen/breakfest room, lamily 
bathroom and two ensuites to master and 2nd 
bedroom • Gas CH • upvc DG • Enclosed rear 
garden • Drivewyfor 3 vehicles • Garage. 


High Street, Barry - £115,000 

Two bedroom mid terraced property • West 
end of Barry • Hallway, lounge/dining room • 
Modern fitted kitchen 2010 • Bathroom 2008 
• Majority upvc DG • Gas CH via newly 
installed boiler • Enclosed rear garden • Close 
to shops, schools and no chain. 


Blackberry Drive, Barry - £164,950 

Three bedroom detached property • West end 
of Barry • Hallway, lounge/dining room • 
further reception room/bedroom four 
(converted garage) • Kitchen/breakfast room 
• Downstairs wc • family bathrom with 
Jacuzzi • upvc DG • Gas CH • Rear garden. 


Westward Rise, Barry - £185,000 

Three bedroom semi detached • Entrance 
hallway • Two reception rooms, kitchen, 
modem bathroom to 1st floor • Gas CH • 
upvc DG • Enclosed rear garden • Driveway 
• Garage • Walking distance of Porthkerry 
Park • No chain. 


Clos Mancheldowne, Barry - £189,950 

Three bedroom 3 storey townhouse • Views 
across Waterfront and Barry Island • Hallway, 
shower room, utility room, lounge, modem 
fitted kitchen/diner with breakfast bar • Two 
en suites • upvc DG • Gas CH • Enclosed rear 
garden • Garage and driveway. 


1 

Blenheim Close, Barry - £219,950 

four bedroom detached • North Barry 
• Comer plot of cul de sac • Hallway, lounge, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
cloakroom • family bathroom to 1st floor • upvc 
DG • Gas CH • Enclosed rear garden • Driveway 
with additional parking • Single garage 


Forth y Castell, Barry - £499,950 

3 reception rooms • 4 Bedrooms • Superb views 
over Bristol Channel • Potential to develop lower 
ground and loft space • Large reception hall, 
lounge, dining room, study, large kitchen, 
bathroom • upvc DG • gas CH via combi 
• Gardens to front & rear • Driveway • Garage 


Lydstep Road, Barry - £124,950 

Offers Invited • Three bedroom semi detached • 
Hallway, lounge, dining room, modem fitted 
kitchen and bathroom • upvc DG • Gas CH • 
Enclosed rear garden • Driveway with off road 
parking for one car • Garage • Cavity wall and new 
roof insulation 2012 • Close to local amenities. 


Whitewell Road, Barry - 

Three bedroom semi detached • Porch, hallway, 
lounge, diningroom, kitchen, 1st floor bathroom • 
G^ CH • upvc double glazing • front and rear 
garden. • Views across fields towards Bristol 
Channel • Walking distance of schools, playing 
fields, hospM, shops and bus route. 


Plas Gwemen, Barry 
Offers in excess of £140,000 

Two bedroom semi detached • Pencoedtre 
Village • Cul de sac location • Entrance hallway, 
lounge, kitchen/diner, downstairs wc, family 
bathroom • upvc dg • Gas CH • En closed rear 
garden • Private road to front leading to driveway. 


St Pauls Avenue, Barry - £149,950 

Pour bedroom mid terraced • Hallway, lounge, 
through dining room • further reception room • 
Fitted kitchen with some integrated appliances • 
Bathroom to 1st floor • Stairs to loft • Gas CH via 
combi • upvcDG • Rear garden with outside wc 
and shed • Walking distance to High Street shops 


Glanfe Dafydd, Barry - £154,950 

Duplex penthouse apartment • Two double 
bedrooms • Waterfront development • Lounge, 
large fitted kitchen/diner, French doors on to 
balcony • Two bathrooms • Built in wardrobes to 
bedrooms • Views of waterfront • Allocated 
parking • Close to town centre • No chain. 


Westward Rise, Barry - £275,000 

Four bedroom extended semi detached • Entrance 
hallway, lounge, two further reception rooms • 
Modem fitedkitchen/femily room • Downstairs 
cloakroom - Rhower room and lamily bathroom to 
1st floor • Loft area with drop down ladder • Gas 
CH • upvc DG • Enclosed rear garden. 


Westward Rise, Barry - £279,950 

Four bedroom detached • Generous plot 
overlooking Porthkerry Woods • Entrance hallway, 
downstairs wc, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen 
and utility room • Family bathroom to 1st floor • 
Gas CH • DG • Enclosed rear garden • Driveway 
with offroad parising • Single garage • No chain. 


Gladstone Road, Barry - £147,000 

Three bedroom, bay fronted, mid terrace • 
Hallway, lounge through dining room, kitchen, 
family bathroom to 1st floor • upvc DG • Gas 
CH • Enclosed rear garden • Garage • 
Benefiting from original features • Walking 
distance to town centre and leisure centre. 


Gladstone Road, Barry - £156,500 

Four bedroom bay fronted, mid terrace property 
• Porch, hallway, lounge through dining room • 
Gallery style kitchen • family bathroom and 
en suite to bedroom 4 • upvc DG • Gas CH 
• Enclosed rear garden • Partial sea view from 
1st and 2nd floors • Viewing recommended. 


Tan y Fron, Barry - £189,950 

Three bedroom semi detached • Hallway, lounge 
with archway to dining room, fitted kitchen with 
space for breakfast suite • Bathroom • Gas CH • 
upvc DG • Enclosed south facing rear garden with 
lawn and decking • Hard stan^g wih off road 
parking • Walking distance of Porthkerry Park. 


Uys Gwent, Barry - £199,950 

Four double bedroom detached set in cul de sac 
• Hallway, lounge through dining room- Kitchen/ 
breakfast room, utility room - Downstairs wc, 
family bathroom and ensuite shower - 
upvc DG - Gas CH - Enclosed rear garden - 
Driveway and garage. 


Sherbourne Close, Barry - £224,950 

Four bedroom detached, cul de sac location - 
Hallway lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen - 
Downstairs wc, family bathroom - upvcDG - Gas 
CH via boiler installed 2011 - Two driveways with 
off road paridng for 6 vehicles - Garage - wlking 
distance to supermarket, surgery, play area, schools. 


Romilly Views, Barry - £225,000 

Two bedroom ground floor apartment - Gated 
community - Hallway, open plan lounge/diner/ 
kitchen - Bathroom and ensuite to master - DG 
- Gas CH - Small garden - Allocated parking - 
Co mm unal grounds and overflow parking - 
Walking distance to all local amenities. 


Miskin Street, Barry - £194,950 

4 bedrooms - Bay fronted - Mid terrace - Views 
over old harbour and sea beyond - West end of 
Barry - Lounge - Sitting room - Kitchen/dining 
room - Family bathroom - GCH - Enclosed rear 
garden - Close to amenities - Walking distance 
of beaches 


Blenheim Close, Barry - £234,950 

Three bedroom detached bungalow, comer plot - 
Entrance porch, hallway, lounge/dining room, 
modem kitchen, conserA^tory, modem bathroom - 
Gas CH - majority upvc DG - Enclosed side and rear 
gardens - Driveway leading to garage 
- Viewing recommended. 


Westward Rise, Barry - £345,000 

Four double bedroom detached - Cul de sac location 
- Three reception rooms, conservatory, modem 
fitted kitchen - Utility room and downstairs wc - 
Famiy bathroom with Jacuzzi and shower - Ensuite 
to master bedroom - Sauna and heated swim spa - 
Solar panels - Double garage - No chain. 


Millwood, Penmark - £369,000 

Four bedroom detached property - Entrance 
hallwy cloakroom, lounge, dining room, study, 
kitchen/breakfest room, utility room - Fa mily 
bathroom and ensuite to master - Enclosed rear 
garden - Garage - Driveway - Rural setting 


Eton Street, Barry - 

Three bedroom bay fronted - West end of 
Barry - Entrance hallway, lounge, dining 
room, modern fitted kitchen and bathroom - 
Loft room - upvc DG - Gas CH - Enclosed 
rear garden - Forecourt - Close to Parks - Ten 
minute walk to shops and train station. 


Hardy Close, Barry - £154,950 

Four bedroom detached set in cul de sac - Hallway, 
lounge through dining room, kitchen, utility room, 
family bathunoom - Ensuite to master bedroom, 
downstairs wc - Gas CH - Enclosed rear garden - 
Partially converted garage - Driveway with offroad 
parking - Views across Channel - No chain. 


Greave Close, Wenvoe - £234,950 

Detached three double bedroom - Hallway - 
2 reception rooms - Cloakroom - Fitted kitchen - 
Shower room - upvc DG - Gas CH - Gardens 
front & rear - Driveway & garage - Cul de sac 
location - Close to local shops - Easy access to M4 


Howard Court, Barry - £104,950 

Well presented two bedroom, first floor 
apartment - West end of Barry - Hallway, 
lounge/dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 
separate wc - upvc DG - Gas CH - Benefiting 
from Garage to the rear in a block. 

- Offered for sale with no chain 


Ty Gambig, Barry Island - £156,950 

Two bedroom top floor apartment - Nells Point - 
Hallway, lounge/dining room leading to decked 
balcony - Fitted kitchen with integrated appliances 
- En suite shower room and family bathroom - Gas 
Ch - upvc DG - Communal gardens - Garage and 
allocated parking - No ch^ - Offers invited. 




Eckley Road, Sully - £174,950 

Two bedroom detached bungalow - Hallway, 
lounge, conservatory/summer room, kitchen with 
further conservatory ideal as dining room - 
Shower room and separate wc - upvc DG - Gas CH 
- Enclosed rear garden - Driveway with parking for 
2 vehicles - Single garaage - No chain. 


KNIGHTSl 


Barry (01446) 700222 
Lettings (01446) 701333 


ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS ( Commercial(0i446 )709933 


84 High Street, BARRY CF62 7DX • www.knights.uk.com 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

0' £. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 

• lt*%« ►tw 0«u% 

✓ 24 Hcu' 7 Qairm 
•' Morftv ■/*»* 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan] 
Bridgend g " 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 


A 


SB 


HM 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



Ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

/ALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
r -— J COVERING ALL AREAS J 




This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' BKnds 

•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


BLINDS & I 
CURTAINS I 

3 Vertical jL 
Blinds ^^ 

£99 


rfor 

only 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
4 * Poor Reception Fixed 
Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

^ • Free Home Visits 

_: ^ • Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 



l^[3ai]0(s]Biagi ' 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS 4 
BUi.OING WORK 


Plumb^ng/Tlilng / Carpaotry etc. 

Mot>: 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


BUILD 

Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

Email your drawings 
for a quotation. 

info@davembuildtech.co.uk 




TheCiEM 01446 774 434 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BARRY & VA1£ RAMP & TIMBER TREATNEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

H A PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE ^ 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 

ACORN 

Building & Property 

From easing a door or 
patio to building a new 
Qualifed tradesman wit 

Tel. John 0752 


laying your 
extension. 

h 35 years experience. 

7 835650 

D,P, 

BoiLoim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Consen/otories 

NO JOB ^9^ ) 
TOO SMALL A 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 





^BLBND SALEH^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly^ 

CF83 IBQ • vwvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALElWOW ON 


GUTTER CLEANING 



HD computeiF 
Solutions 


> All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
’ No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
Plus... _ 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken JH 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


S 

•j 


uaxf 


OFFER: 2 Carpets Cleaned 
for just £20 

Domestic & Household 
'Carpets 'Windows • Patios • Guttering 
• Conservatory Cleaning (inside & out) 


Tel: 07969 039 358 
E-Mail: bizzybeez@live.co.uk 
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STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VflLE CARPETS 

corned, to tfotc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


-^^xcel Swee^ 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 





Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


©aCPJ)©CiLltiGr^ ©OCPWaSOS 



W Ifitswood 

m GRIFFITHS 

VS# - we're 

|K. CARPENTRY 

iRpT!?RY m3<XX^ 

All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 

Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 

Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 

vvvvw.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 

Call Peter 07749 617322 


ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 
Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 
Roofs/Maintenance/ 
Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Karl 07928 381 688 
01446 795 674 





NH 


Pfednter& 
Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 

Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. I 

All Insurance Work Undertaken —Jj 


■ Dulux^^ 

afomDMMiHfS 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


I 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior. 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorators 


Professional & Affordable 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Piants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 






• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 7T1137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
AAAINTENANCE 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 


r^TEyE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

For a Internal 

Pfgg & External 

Quote... W Painting, 

Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 

.Ji^^1446 795520 
N 07891 768151/ 



INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commeixial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAIUBLE 
FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY = 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 NAm 

07816 091425 SSI 


DAISY 

DECORATING 

Female Interior 
Painter & Speciaiist 
Decorator 

eg Stripes & 

Childrens Rooms 

Phone Joy 

07754 809090 


WELSH WINDOW 
SYSTEMS 

Est. 1987 


Repairs to all UPVC 
and aluminium 
windows & doors 


01446 749821 
07877 836798 


HEATH 

WINDOWS & DDDRS 




T: 02920 650 854 
M: 07703 828 002 
www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


JANUARY OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 


MSlDecorating 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


ivfiNfoMr ree uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 


©aac? 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

[T Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
vww.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


^ECTRICAL SERVICES 

■Andrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
■ ' Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

W • Reliable, Qualified Service 

• Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


The 


Sr Ucd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge <f\ 

Vue V 

Tree Sbh/iges' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


<13i©QGpa©£l[l ©©Gr^!/al 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
OI44fi 700204/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

■ 

^ Domestic 
I *^1 Installer 
* * Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTell@hotmail.co.uk 



laCKKilS/QLDa 


HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 


Use the 
GEM to 
promote 
your business. 
Reach 43,000 
readers and 
be seen on 
the web. 


01446 

774484 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

'Jm 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


by fully qualified indentured^ 
Service Engineers 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 



WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 


Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


Use the 
GEM to 
promote 
your 

business. 

(A 

01446 

774484 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Conn petitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 





All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


I ' Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
'•r m & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


Q ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

U fl™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
I ■ F Combination Boiler Specialist 
P " Annual Boiler Service only£40^^/| 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements^^^' 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i6i6 


J P EDWA^RDS 




Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


0771* 005526 

Ala td't t 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 



01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


LKflumbin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0t44^ 41 If 71 
vkjua 0 mm 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


f©Q©[p[lil®CiQ@ 
ic?®Sl(il[£)£lOI " 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 



Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 


Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 


First 3 hours 
from £36 
for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 




CabOeyK 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


PIANO 

TUITION 

Matthew Nash BA. MA. 
All ages. 

home visits available. 

10% off for 

GEM readers 

07904 855581 

www.ace-music.org 


freiidiTiiilii)ii 


Experienced teacher 
(native speaker) 

Suitable for GCSE, A-Level, 
Conversational & Business 

Treoes, Cowbridge 

01656856107 






01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


CLASSICAL 

GUITAR 

LESSONS 

In your own home 

Mark Gardiner 
BMus (Hons) 
RWCMD 
CRB Checked 

Tel: 07834 407911 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07792 232357 


MATHS 

TUTOR 

with Maths degree 
(CRB checked). 

01446 753772 
07815 128313 


Wanted 

continued on 
next page 
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01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


Bill Foulds i 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling ▼ 

Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD,, 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled | 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE. 




m 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 

13 


Abacus skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) 



£200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 





DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


tawilil minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

laiwi] minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


taiiiii] minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 
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SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

€ 1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07983 541302 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRfiP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc — 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


The Cowbridge & Western Vale 
Group Practice 

Senior Administrator & IT Coordinator 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a motivated 
experienced Administrator to join our practice. 
Excellent admin & IT skills are essential. Pay scale 
AfC 5 or 6 depending on experience. 32.5 hours 
per week. NHS pension scheme. For informal 
discussion telephone 01446 772383. Closing date 
for application Monday 11 February 2013. 
Medical Receptionist 
Part time flexible person required for unspecified 
hours. A smart appearance and excellent 
communication skills essential. 

For both posts please download application 
packs from our website: cowbridgedoctors.com 
Please return completed applications for either 
vacancy to: 

Mrs Patrica Hold, Cowbridge Health Centre, 
The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge CF71 7DA. 




Top prices/service for 

Computers-Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

For immediate payment, please bring ID and bank details 

FIND us NEXT TO THE TOWER 
ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE ■ 

Tel: 07972510158 

Email: info@majormetals.co.uk qi 


www.majormetals.co.uk 


Mpdern Attractiy( 
^ 3 Bed House ^ 
BARRY 

South facing rear garden, 
double drive. Newly 
redecorated and unproved. 
Close to supermarket, train 
station, nice walk to beach. 

£700pcm 
Tel 01446 771806 


Shop To Rent 

Prime location, 
situated centrally in 

St Athan, 
Gileston Road 

87sqm/938sqft 

Rent £900pm 

Use Class A1 (Shops) 

Tel: 01446 753500 

during normal working hours 




HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY 


CERYS & OWAIN 

on 20th January 

Congratulations 

* ^ V ^ love from 

f; ; . ^ Mum, Dad, 

Grandma Jean, 
Neil and Roy 


VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 ' pAY^MEN T^ 

We will beat any price local lyQSQSQ for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


Happy Birthday 

Carolyn 

Bailey 

on 20th January, 2013 

HAVE A GREAT DAT! 

From all yourfiiends at 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 

• Trade • Prcperty 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduaticn • Births etc 

Use o 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


W A Brown Son 


Funofiii Directors 


M hOLg*^ amt 7 


PcfTi4>roke House. 

CoVleqe Slxeet. LfOntwtt M4iior 
01446 792 4^9 V 


RYAN 

Francis Terence 
(Terry) 

On January 7, Terry, formerly of Llantwit Major, 
peacefully after a short illness with his family by his 
side. Beloved husband of the late Alice, much loved dad 
of Stephen, John, Jackie and the late Paul. Loving 
Grandad of Arran, Kylie, Holly and Alice. 

He will be very mueh missed by all his family. 
Resting in the private ehapel of The Vale Funeral Serviee, 
181 Court Road, Barry until his serviee at Our Lady & St 
Illtyd RC Chureh, Llantwit Major on Wednesday 23rd 
January at 2pm, followed by interment at Boverton 
Cemetery. Family Flowers only - Donations in memory of 
Terry may be sent to The Stroke Assoeiation e/o The 
Funeral Home (Cheques only please). 

The family would like to express their appreeiation to the 
staff of Southway Residential Home and Ward 20 of The 
Prineess Of Wales Hospital who showed Terry sueh eare 
and eompassion during his illness, our heartfelt thanks to 
you all. Funeral arrangements entrusted to Lyndsay Elhs 
01446 407962. 


FAWCETT 

Jack 

Peacefully on January 10, in hospital, Jack, in his 
92nd year, of Llanblethian. Dearly loved husband 
of Jean, a loving father to Brian, Wendy and Gillian, 
dear father-in-law to Jane, John and Andrew, much 
loved grandfather and great-grandfather. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday January 21, service 9.30am at 
Llanblethian Church followed by private cremation. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3DZ. 


WRIDE 

Margaret Geraldine 

Formerly of Barry, passed away on Wednesday, 
2nd January 2013 in her 84th year, at St Peter’s 
Hospital, Chertsey, Surrey. Loving wife of 64 years 
to Graham Wride, beloved mother of daughter 
Fronia and son Peter and daughter-in-law Liz, proud 
grandmother of Sion and Jamie and great 
grandmother of Bethan and Ellie, predeceased 
brothers Bob and John Liddycoat. 

Funeral Service to be held at Barry Crematorium on 
21st January at 12.45pm. No flowers by request, donations 
in lieu, if desired, to the Epilespy Society or RSPCA. 
Fest in peace our darling wife and mum, your suffering 
is over, we will love and miss you forever. 


GARDNER 

Anita Joan 

Peacefully at her home on January 7th, Joan, of 
Parkland Walk, Barry. Dearly beloved wife of the late 
William, much-loved mother of Carole, Robert, 
Rowena and Phillip, loving grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother to all her grandchildren. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until her service in the chapel on 
Monday, January 21st at 11am, followed by interment 
at Barry Cemetery at 12 noon. Family flowers only. 


<I^®Gr‘aa 


INGLE 

Joan 


Sue, Steve and the family would like to thank all the 
many friends who attended Joan’s funeral. 

We are so grateful for the kindess and support we have 
been shown and given and for the many cards and 
messages of sympathy received. 

In particular, we would like to thank all those friends and 
neighbours who supported Mum through her long battle 
with cancer, we know she valued your help. 
Special thanks to those at Marie Curie and also for the 
donations received for that excellent support organisation. 
Finally, thank you to Alan Pacey at AG Adams and Son 
Funeral Directors who expertly helped us. 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


n 

W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 




[Im BIlQQiLlQGPg/ 

IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF 

T K Farman 

My heart still aches with 
loneliness as the years come 
and go. It will last forever, my 
darling, because I loved you so. 

Your dearly loving wife, Gwyneth 


Hannah jV. 
Coombes 

Hannah, Peter and 
Cheryl would like to thank 
everyone for their cards, 
letters, mesages and 
prayers during Hannah’s 
recent stay in hospital. 

Hannah is now at 
home, after making a I 
remarkable recovery. I 




FOUND 

MEDAL 

in Llantwit Major 
For kjiHier information 
please ring 

Tel 01446 795257 


The 

GEM 

Reaching the 
people from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 
774484 




FOR SALE 
Up and Over 
Lockable Metal 
Garage Doors 

Complete with surround, 
to fit space approx 
8ft wide X 7ft 4 inches high. 

£70 ono 
029 20 530844 


Black Leather 
2 & 3 Seater 
Sofas 

Hardly used. 

£500 

Move reason for sale. 

Tel 01656 650739 


Black Electric 
Cooker 

HotpointHUE61. 
Ceramic hobs, duel 
oven, 600mm width, 
hardly used £250. 
Move reason for sale. 
Tel 01656 650739 


Pine Table, 

4 Chairs 
£125 

Dresser 

£125 

Tel 01446 773504 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Four Ladies 

WOOL COATS 

Sizes 16-18. 

Full Length. 
Hardly worn, lined, 
excellent condition. 

£45 each 

01446 710573 


(Due to move) 

Samsu Digital 
Electric Cooker 

Ceramic Hcb. As new. 

£220 

Hoover Dishwasher 

1 year old. £110 
Both seldom used 

01446 736162 


Dreams AMY 
Day Bed 

(with mattress) 

New £100. 

TV Bush 19’’ 

with built in DVD player 

£50. 

07715 414893 



Mobility 

Scooter 

Excellent condition 

£295 ono 

Please ring after 5pm 

01443 231739 


R Reg 

Citroen Saxo 
1.1 Injection 

Silver, Long MOT, taxed. 

£450 

01446 772497 

‘Reliable Motor’ 


Walnut & Mahogany 

Inlaid Coffee Table 

46 inches x 26 inches 

£60 

Two sets of 

Canvass Covered 
Wardrobes & 
Separate Shelving 
£45 per set 
01656 745763 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 




Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 


01446774484 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL - SPORTS ROUND UP 


Year-10 boys win 
encounter against 



WITH the Cardiff 
and Vale Schools 
Basketball season 
now in full flow, 
the Cowbridge 
year-10 team began 
their campaign, 
and their entry into 
the more intense 
KS4 field, with a 
victory over Barry 
Comprehensive. 

The last time the two 
schools met it was back 
in 2012 in the under- 
15s final. Barry won 
then in the narrowest of 
victories. The teams 
have now moved onto 
the under-16s league 
and are yet to face each 
other again, so it was 
left to the new year-10 
side to resume the 
rivalry and try to put 
Cowbridge back on 
top. 

Playing with no 

Cricket 
club 
warm 
up for 
summer 

DESPITE snow 
flurries in the air 
and temperatures 
more akin to skiing, 
Cowbridge Cricket 
Club are to begin 
their winter train¬ 
ing schedule. 

Based again at the 
wonderful Cowbridge 
School facility, the ses¬ 
sions will begin on 
Wednesday, February 6. 

The training will be 
broken down by age 
group as previously, with 
the under-9 group 
(school year 4-6) at 
6.30pm-7.30pm, the 
under-11/13 will follow 
at 7.30pm-8.30pm, and 
the under-15s and above 
at 8.30pm-9.30pm. 

All newcomers are 
most welcome, from 
absolute beginner to bud¬ 
ding Glamorgan player! 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Ian Evans, 
junior co-ordinator, on 
07712 077209. 

AB 


bench support, the 
Cowbridge side still 
managed to field a 
strong and confident 
team. Running the 
point and leading the 
team was Harvey 
Stockford. David 
Humphreys brought his 
outside shooting, Fraser 
McGhan anchored the 
defence, Joseph Davies 
ran the floor bringing 
consistent hustling and 
Mike Milani filled the 
gaps. 

Both teams struggled 
early, unable to find a 
way to get their scoring 
going while feeling out 
the other side. In the 
second quarter, 
Cowbridge managed to 
pull ahead through 
pressure defence, lead¬ 
ing to a number of fast 
breaks. 

Constant hustle and 
rebounding kept them 
ahead as Barry started 
to get their offence 
going. As the fourth 
quarter began, the lack 
of bench support 
played a big factor as 
Cowbridge saw the 
lead whittled away. 

Crucial stops and a 
key free throw from 
Mike Milani at the 
stripe kept Cowbridge 
just ahead. 

As the final seconds 
ticked down, Barry 
managed to get off a 
half court shot under 
pressure, but it banged 
off the backboard and 
Cowbridge walked 
away with the win. 

It was a solid start to 
the season and it’s clear 
that Cowbridge have 
some great strengths, 
an ability to play under 
pressure, confidence 
and consistent effort on 
both ends. 

Some key weakness¬ 
es were also visible, the 
biggest being the lack 
of bench support. Can 
any old faces from two 
years ago or some year- 
9s step up? 

If not, will the team 
be able to strive 
through the adversity? 
As the season moves 
briskly on, it will soon 
be clear. 

The Cardiff and the 
Vale Schoolboys 
Basketball Association 
league began for 


Cowbridge on January 
8, as the senior and 
year-11 teams travelled 
to Llantwit for their 
first games of the sea¬ 
son. 

The goal this year is 
nothing short of a 
champion in both age 
groups, with this being 
the last chance for key 
figures on both teams. 

The 2011-12 season 
came to a painful close 
last summer as 
Cowbridge fell short by 
three points in the final. 
The success they expe¬ 
rienced during their 
years in key stage 3 
had eluded them and it 
left a bitter taste. 

The talent in the 
Cowbridge side is 
undisputed, what needs 
proving this year is if 
they can finally come 
together as a team? 

The same faces have 
returned, at guard 
Mattie Roberts, Alex 
Greaves, Sean 
Rowland, at point for¬ 
ward Declain Thomas, 
at forward George 
Griffiths and at centre 
Harry Stubbington; 
they were joined in the 
senior side by Sam 
Roberts. 

The senior game 
came first. Cowbridge 
got comfortable quick¬ 
ly, hitting shots from all 
over the floor enabling 
them to take a strong 
early lead of 11-3 into 
the break. 

During the second 
quarter however, 
Llantwit found their 
legs and got back into 
the game, scoring eight 
quick points in a cru¬ 
cial run that kept the 
game in reach for them. 

At half time 
Cowbridge still led, but 
it was a deceptive dou¬ 
ble digit lead of 23-12. 
Llantwit regrouped at 
half time and came out 
committed to shutting 
the Cowbridge side 
down. 

Strong inside defen¬ 
sive play that cut off all 
lanes to the basket frus¬ 
trated Cowbridge and 
enabled Llantwit to 
storm back into it, with 
the quarter ending with 
Cowbridge’s lead down 
to five points, the dif¬ 
ference of just two pos- 


basketball 
local rivals 



sessions. 

In the fourth quarter 
however, Sam Roberts 
decided it was time for 
him to take charge and 
he equalled Llantwit’s 
scoring by himself, 
ensuring that 
Cowbridge held on. 

Any win is a good 
win but Cowbridge 
know this kind of per¬ 
formance won’t be 
enough against the 
stronger sides. 

The Cowbridge boys 
were now battle hard¬ 
ened and ready for 
Llantwit’s side that was 
actually in their age 
bracket. (Sam Roberts 
is the only senior in the 
Cowbridge under-18 
side!) 

The Cowbridge boys 
had the game in hand 
from the get go. A bal¬ 
anced attack led by 
strong post play from 
Harry Stubbington 
overawed the Llantwit 
side. The lock down 
defence Cowbridge 
played effectively put a 
lid on the basket, with 
Llantwit managing to 
score on only two shots 
from the field and one 
from the line in the first 
half. 

Cowbridge cooled 
off in the second half, 
really as their attention 
waned, and Llantwit 
finally started hitting 
some shots. 

A 10-point fourth 
quarter proved to be 
much too little too late 
as Cowbridge contin¬ 
ued to build on their 
double digit lead. 

So it was a success¬ 
ful beginning but not 
one that points to a 
championship at the 
end of the season. 
Cowbridge still had 
periods where they 


went cold from the 
floor and seemingly 
didn’t even know 
where to find offence 
from. 

Executing specific 
offensive plays still 
remains their Achilles 
heel as they continue to 
over-rely on talent. 

With little practise time 
available now, they are 
going to need to 
improve in the heat of 
battle if they want to 
come out on top in the 
summer. 

Netball 

YEAR-7 got off to a 
good start against St 
Richard Gwyn with 
clean passes and lots 
of possession. The 
team had several 
shots at goal and at 
half time Cowbridge 
led 4-0. 

The second half was 
a repeat of the first, 
with very good inter¬ 
ceptions from Ehn 
Swallow and Meriel 
Clode, and accurate 
shooting from Sophie 
Rees and Jordan Meek. 

Player of the match 
was Sophie Rees. 

Year-8 were chal¬ 
lenged in their match in 
the first half, with St 
Richard Gwyn keeping 
the score level, but 
there were excellent 
interceptions from 
Hannah Sloan, Nia 
Davies and Annabel 
Hegarty. 

Selina Radcliffe 
marked their GK very 
well stopping several 
of their potential goals. 
We came back strongly 
in the second half and 
with consistent play 
and excellent shooting 
we won 11-6; player 
of the match Hannah 
Sloan. 


Barrivale bridge 
club results 

LATEST results from Barrivale, January 
8: 

First Noelle Bond and Joan Jenkins 69.79%; sec¬ 
ond Peter Millar and Mick Green 61.9%; third Alan 
Jones and Lyn Matthews 53.57%. 

Noelle and Joan also won on handicap 
New members are always welcome at Barrivale, if 
you would like to join, telephone 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


Jane Hutt 
AM, Coun 
and Mrs 
Hacker, 
Mayor and 
Mayoress, 
Alison 
Molyneux 
and the 
Barry 
Barnardo’s 
committee. 



Barnardo’s volunteers 
are praised for 
224 years service 


A LOCAL group’s 82 years of 
fundraising for charity was 
recognised at a memorable 
event in All Saints Church 
Hall. 

The Barry Bamardo’s helper group 
was praised by Vale AM Jane Hutt and 
Barnardo’s for their long-standing 
service in raising funds for children in 
need. 

The group was set up in 1930 and 
the present membership of 10 volun¬ 
teers has given 224 years of service. 

June Davies, who has given 51 
years of service, was honoured by the 


Barnardo’s organiser, Alison 
Molyneux. 

Also present were the Mayor and 
Mayoress of the Vale, Coun Eric and 
Heather Hacker and the Barrt Town 
Mayor, Coun Les Sword. 

“The services provided by 
Bamardo’s are needed more than ever 
and the Barry Helpers’ Group has 
made a major and longstanding contri¬ 
bution to raising funds for these serv¬ 
ices for children and young people in 
Wales. I congratulate them all, espe¬ 
cially the longest serving volunteer, 
June Davies.” Ms Hutt said. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/01337/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Alterations, restoration and extensions to a detached 

property. To include landscaping works, parking and 
vehicular access and flood prevention measures. 
Location:/Lleoliad: Greenfields, Castle Hill, Llanblethian, Cowbridge 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth Llanblethian 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Listed Building Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

2012/01310/LBC 

Various works to repair building 

Bryn Sion Chapel House, St. Brides Major 

Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01332/LBC 

Proposed works to improve the condition of the 
building including undertaking certain temporary 
measures to help prevent further deterioration of 
the building fabric. 

Former Fire Station, Court Road, Barry 
Grade II 


May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/01344/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Proposed restoration of existing farmhouse 

(currently unoccupied) 

Location:/Lleoliad: Ty Mynydd Farmhouse, Welsh St. Donats 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/01355/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Laying of chippings in front of hay shed 

Location:/Lleoliad: Field at Heol Y March, Bonvilston, opposite 

Forestry Entrance 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 
Dated / Dydd led ig: 17 January, 2013 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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SPORTS ‘LIFTED’BY NEW KIT! 



Pictured are Sully Sports RFC first team in their 
newly-presented kit, sponsored by Lifts South Wales 
Ltd. The club extend their thanks to Tim Healey, 
manager director of Lifts South Wales Ltd, for the 
continued support of Sully Sports RFC. 


Sully Sports back in action 
with win over Whiteheads 


AFTER five weeks 
since their last first 
team fixture, which 
was their only loss 
in the league this 
season, Sully Sports 
were champing at 
the bit to get back 
on track. 

Whiteheads, playing 
with the strong bitter 
wind at their backs, piled 
on the pressure from the 
start, but Sully Sports 
dug deep, dogged in 
defence, and when in 
possession kept the ball 
tight to deny the visitors 
possession and territory. 

With Whiteheads fail¬ 
ing to make best use of 
the wind through kicking 
for territory, and the 
Sports playing it tight, 
the game was almost 
won by half-time, as the 
Sports had established a 
17 -0 lead. 

The Whiteheads domi¬ 
nated the game in the 
opening 20 minutes, 
without creating opportu¬ 
nities, and missing three 
easy penalty kicks. 

Having weathered the 
storm, winger Nathan 
Szuchnik gathered a kick 
in his own 22, broke out 


on a 30 metre weaving 
run, found support, and a 
combination of backs 
and forwards interpass¬ 
ing culminated in a try 
for fullback Wayne 
Jones. 

Another counter attack 
brought a try for winger 
Jake Williams, and just 
before the break, from 
deep in their own half, 
the Sports drove upheld 
through a series of mauls, 
rucks and interpassing 
which saw prop Jamie 
Griffiths crash over for a 
try, converted by outside 
half Chris Cummings. 

In the second period, 
the Sports opened up the 
game, and it was 
Whiteheads who demon¬ 
strated the heroics in 
defence to limit the 
Sports to two tries, both 
of which came from 
clever quick lineouts. 

With 20 minutes left, 
Jake Williams set up 
Wayne Jones for his sec¬ 
ond try, converted by 
Cummings, which gave 
the Sports a try bonus 
point. In injury time, 
Cummings added the 
icing, scoring a try and 
conversion. 

It was difficult, and 


possibly unfair, to single 
out players, as the whole 
XV on the pitch played 
out of their skins in 
defence and support play, 
but winger Nathan 
Taylor, probably the 
smallest player on the 
pitch, made some out¬ 
standing tackles and 
breaks. 

The back row of Jason 
Evans, John Thomas and 
Dean Russell, epitomised 
the workrate and defen¬ 
sive qualities of the 
Sports this season, espe¬ 
cially when the home 
side were under pressure 
in the first half. 

ST PETERS 
THIRDS - 12 

SULLY SPORTS 
SECONDS - 17 

Sully Sports achieved 
the double over the 
Saints in their second 
titanic league game of 
this season. 

This was all the sweet¬ 
er as the Rocks Seconds 
had their away game can¬ 
celled and returned to 
their Harlequin ground 
just after kick-off, and 
their request to play 
‘rolling’ subs was acced¬ 
ed to, enabling them to 


field 12 of their seconds 
at some stage in the 
game, and put unwarrant¬ 
ed extra pressure on the 
Sports squad. 

Ground conditions 
were heavy and boggy, 
and with a strong icy 
wind, the game was a 
hard fought slog, which 
again gave the home out¬ 
fit the edge in being able 
to call on so many fresh 
legs. 

Outside half Mike 
Saunders landed a tricky 
penalty to put the Sports 
in the lead, but the Rocks 
hit back with a try, taking 
a quick penalty and 
catching the visitors dis¬ 
organised for once in 
defence, for a two point 
advantage at the break. 

In the second half, an 
interception try by centre 
Gerald Cordle, converted 
by Saunders, put the 
Sports back in front. A 
period of pressure from 
St Peters, with more than 
a dozen phases, produced 
an unconverted try and 
reclaimed their two point 
lead. 

Then, with under 10 
minutes left, fullback 
Craig Hanley broke out 
of his 22, creating an 
attack that involved most 
of the side at least once, 
before a half gap was cre¬ 
ated for winger Dave 
Stillman, who outpaced 
and side-stepped around 
a floundering defence for 
a try; again Saunders 

YOUNG 

PLAYERS 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
RFC under-12s have 
only a few spaces left 
in their squad and 
would like anyone 
interested in giving 
rugby a go to come 
and join us. 

We are currently rais¬ 
ing funds to go on tour to 
Vancouver, Canada in 
2017 and are also look¬ 
ing at other trips and 
tours. We believe in 
developing each and 
every squad member 
equally and will assist in 
one on one training to get 
the best out of each and 
every player. 

If you feel rugby is the 
sport for you, whether 
you’ve played for anoth¬ 
er team or have no expe¬ 
rience at all, you must be 
bom between September 
1, 2000 and August 30, 


Barry chess round-up 


THE second half of the East 
Glamorgan Chess League has 
now started. 

Round 10 features a number of 
‘local derbies’ when any club that has 
two or more teams in the same divi¬ 
sion meet each other. For Barry this 
meant that the Gambits faced the 
Quarks. 

The Quarks currently stand proudly 
in second place in the third division 
and have first choice in the selection 
of players. They were therefore able 
to select a much stronger squad and 
expected to earn a big victory. 

The Gambits are fighting relegation 
even at this early stage of the season. 
In their first match back in September 
the Gambits put up a good fight and 
only lost by a margin of 3-2. This 
time they were unable to reproduce 
that form and fell to a 4.5-0.5 defeat. 

The Gambits star player was Dave 
Adamson, our oldest player, with the 
lowest grade in the club who neverthe¬ 
less prevented a whitewash by earning 
a draw on board five. 

The overall match result should 
have been much closer as Sam White, 
team captain and a late replacement 
somehow managed to earn an unde¬ 
served victory after just making the 
time control with under a second left 
on his clock. 

The victory strengthened the 
Quarks’ hold onto a promotion spot as 


they have now moved back to the top 
place and further weakened the 
Gambits’ hold onto their division three 
status, as they drop down to ninth 
place. 

In the other match this week the 
Bosons, with two victories, two draws 
and a defeat, earned a 3-2 victory at 
home to another relegation-haunted 
side, Pentyrch. This margin is closer 
than the players’ grading would have 
suggested but leaves the Bosons in 
mid-table in division one. 

The two victories were the more 
interesting games. On board five, 
Rhys Steele made an error and expect¬ 
ed to lose but was able to turn it 
around into a win. On board four, 
Craig Woolcock met Cyril Ley for the 
second time this season. On the last 
occasion Craig was unhappy about his 
performance when he lost so he was 
doubly intent on recording a win. 

On this occasion he ignored all of 
the normal rules of chess and left his 
king wide open to force home his win¬ 
ning attack. 

For more details visit our website, 
barrychessclub.yolasite.com. 

The Barry Chess Club meets each 
Monday at its home venue of The West 
End Club, St Nicholas Road,Barry, 
CF62 6QY, with matches starting at 
7:30pm. New players of all ages and 
standards are welcomed. 

PJ 


added the extras. 

The Rocks threw 
everything at the Sports 
who held solid. In the 
dying moments, the 
Sports should have 
increased their winning 
margin, and secured a try 
bonus point, when they 
broke upfield, but with 
the goal-line wide open, 
the scoring pass was 
knocked on. 

CLUB NOTICES 

With the first team 
vying for top spot in the 
Sixth Division (lying 
third, six points behind 
the top two, but with 
two games in hand), 
and the seconds on top 
of their league, it is 
unfortunate that due to 
the anomalies of the 
leagues, and the onset 
of the Six Nations, nei¬ 
ther side has a fixture 
for another seven 
weeks. 

Surely the WRU and 
CDRU must get their 
league structures better 
organised, and also allow 
fixtures on international 
days, especially if Wales 
are playing away. 

A pool fixture is being 
sought - contact the club 
for details of game. 

The whole club were 
shocked to hear of the 
death of Jason 
Newlands’ mother, and 
our prayers, thoughts 
and sympathy go out to 
him and his family. 

MJS 


RUGBY 

WANTED 

2001 to be eligible; if 
interested call Kris 
Pilcher on 07557128861 

The under-12s are 
raising money for their 
tour with a comedy night 
at the rugby club on 
Friday, February 15, tick¬ 
ets £15 and all proceeds 
will go to the Canadian 
tour fund. 

We have live stand up 
comedy from the 2012 
offical support act of Roy 
‘Chubby’ Brown, Mr 
Steve Spit, live music 
from musical duo 
Burning Bridges, and 
guest DJ Mike Allen. 

Tickets are limited to 
100 and are on a first 
come, first served basis. 
Tickets can be purchased 
either from Llantwit 
Major Rugby Club or by 
calling the number 
above. KP 


Barry seconds 
continue their 
fine run of form 


BARRY seconds were looking 
to continue their fine run of 
form as they travelled to a 
wind-swept Llandaff on a cold, 
wintery Saturday afternoon. 

Coach Rhidian Scott and manager 
Ken Chow were forced to make a 
number of changes with numerous 
players unavailable due to work, 
injuries or first team call up. 

Gavyn Elsworth made his first 
appearance in three months, and Einan 
Scott was handed a first start for the 
2nd XV at fly-half. 

The early omens were not good for 
the visitors when they lost prop Tony 
Heard after barely a minute, with Liam 
Ring his replacement. Fortunately the 
substitute deputised superbly, adding 
steel to a solid Barry scrum. 

With conditions not ideal for han¬ 
dling, both sides were at fault in losing 
the ball in contact, but it was Barry 
who showed more intent when they 
did keep the ball. 

The strong, direct running of the 
forwards, led by captain Nick Rolfe 
and supported by Elsworth, Josh Flynn 
and Dave Hosking, forced the home 
side to concede a penalty within kick- 
able range, but Scott’s attempt fell 
short of the posts. 

Undeterred, Barry continued to use 
their forward power to dominate their 
opponents, and it was again Elsworth 
and Flynn who set up camp in the 
Llandaff twenty-two. The result was 
the unleashing of the backs, which saw 
Dave Williams surge through to score 
his fifth try of the season. Scott was 
unable to add the extras. 

The green-and-whites pressed on in 
an attempt to drive home their advan¬ 
tage, and so it proved. The home 
defence had little answer when Barry 
broke from their own try-line follow¬ 
ing a turnover from a scrum, and the 
ball went through hands before 


Williams was on hand to race home 
from the halfway line for his brace. 
Scott added the conversion. 

Barry’s second half cause was not 
helped early on with the sin-binning of 
first Hosking, then Andy Come, and 
the home side got back into it briefly 
when they scored out wide for an 
unconverted try. 

With the advantage at only seven 
points, coach Rhidian Scott was baf¬ 
fled by some refereeing decisions, 
most notably the official’s interpreta¬ 
tion of the laws in the contact area. 
Fortunately, the players carried on 
their industry and were rewarded with 
a further score. 

After Einan Scott struck the post 
with another penalty opportunity, a 
fine break by the Barry backs from 
halfway saw Dave Williams motoring 
towards the Llandaff try line once 
more, but this time he set up the 
recalled Alex Evans out wide, who fin¬ 
ished superbly for his second try of the 
season. The conversion was missed. 

Llandaff poured forward in the 
dying moments in a vain attempt to get 
a losing bonus point, but their forays 
were repelled by some resolute Barry 
defence, which had been near-water- 
tight all game. The final score of 17-5 
to Barry was a fair reflection on their 
domination and enterprise during the 
game. 

Barry 2nd XV return to action in a 
fortnight against league leaders 
Llanishen at Reservoir Fields, while 
the fringe players will look to take the 
field for the Banians next weekend 
away at Sully RFC. 

Team: Lee; Evans, Harris, D 

Williams, Taylor; J Williams, Scott; 
Come, Hosking, Heard; McTavish, 
Elsworth; Flynn, L Jones, Rolfe (c). 

Replacements: Ring, Fulton, Case, 
M Jones. 

Man-of-the-match: Flynn. 

KC 


Barry youth slip to 
defeat in Abercynon 


BARRY youth 
found themselves 
away to top of the 
league, and unbeat¬ 
en, Abercynon on 
Saturday. 

Fielding a rearranged 
side due to players miss¬ 
ing, youngsters Josh 
Taylor and Mitchell Scott 
made their first starts for 
the youth and did not dis¬ 
appoint. With only one 
prop out of three avail¬ 
able the scmms then had 
to go passive for safety 
reasons. 

The match kicked off 
on time but by the time 
the water boy had half 
finished topping up the 
bottles Barry were seven 
points down; poor tack¬ 
ling and good off loads 
by the opposition were 
the cause. 

Barry quickly hit back 
with a nicely taken 
penalty by Jordan Flynn 
which put them on the 
scoreboard, but this was 
to be their first and last 
points of the afternoon. 

Barry competed well 
in the loose and mauls 
which took them close to 
the opposition line on 
numerous occasions; on 
one of these drives Barry 
touched down but the 
referee, frustratingly, 
deemed it held up. 

Barry line-outs were 
failing, having no props 
to lift and missing main 


jumper and captain Luke 
O’Sullivan who was 
again on first team duty 
did not help. 

Abercynon had an 
explosive and talented 
outside-half who cut 
through defence systems 
at will. His offloads to 
support, which was 
always available, put 
their attacks on the front 
foot and made Barry’s 
tackling desperate. 

Soon the home side 
were another seven 
points up. Just before the 
interval Barry found 
themselves cluttered in 
defence close to the 
touchline - Abercynon 
took advantage of this 
when they ripped the ball 
from a Barry maul and 
spun it wide for a 21-3 
lead at half time. 

From the second half 
whistle the Abercynon 
number 10 made one of 
his breaks and he cut 
through effortlessly for 
seven points. 

Within minutes the 
same player chased a 
kick forward by his 
scrum half and luckily 
caught a skewed bounce 
that should have been 
nowhere near him; the 
flat footed defence were 
powerless to stop another 
seven points. 

Barry retained ball 
well and had Abercynon 
under pressure for long 
periods of time but could 


not turn possession into 
points. Abercynon how¬ 
ever were ruthless with 
their possession and 
never wasted it. Their 
finishing was skilful and 
clinical and soon an un¬ 
converted try pushed the 
score even higher. 

Barry didn’t crumble 
as the score suggests but 
fought to the bitter end 
and at the end Dave 
Evans, playing at full 
back, unceremoniously 
dumped the number 10 
danger man who was off 
on one of his jaunts, only 
to see the ball dislodged 
into the waiting hands of 
the attacking flanker who 
passed to the winger for 
another five points. 
Abercynon had it all this 
day, pace, skill, a lively 
number 10 and the luck 
of the bounce. The final 
score was 45-3 

Squad: Blake Wall, 
David Evans, Mathew O 
Sullivan, Brad White, 
Josh Taylor, Brad White, 
Lucas Davies, Rhidian 
Mepham, Tom Adams, 
Kieran Davies, Sion 
Vidal, John Miles, Emyr 
Byrne, Jake Goodfellow, 
Jordan Flynn, Mitchell 
Scott, and Cambell 
Prosser. 

MM 
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TAOW end the year in style 
with awards ceremonies 
and a live TV appearance! 



Shadow on the field 

- and invisible off it! 


T he Dai Morris 
Shadow story 
(published by y 
Lolfa at £9.99) tells 
the story of the leg¬ 
endary Dai Morris, a 
member of the most 
successful Welsh 
rugby team of the 
1970s: a man said to 
have worked shifts in 
a coal mine in the 
morning and then 
played for his country 
in the afternoon! 

Known as ‘Shadow’ 
to his contemporaries, he 
played for Glyneath, 
Neath and Wales before 
dedicating himself to the 
resurgence of his home 
village rugby club, 
Rhigos RFC, of which 
he is so proud. 

Of the tributes paid to 
him, Gareth Edwards 
CBE said: “I gave him 
the name ‘Shadow’, no 
matter what Clive 
Rowlands says. What 
you had with Dai, in 
every game, was a full 
shift. He would be 
everywhere. I can’t 
remember him ever hav¬ 
ing a bad game, or doing 
anything wrong and you 
cannot say that about 
many people.” 

Gerald Davies CBE, 
said: “He was a ‘shad¬ 
ow’ on the field, and was 
invisible elsewhere. In 


changing rooms, hotels 
or in company, Dai was 
hardly ever heard, but if 
he had something to say 
it was invariably worth 
listening to.” 

Barry John recalled: 

“I remember challenging 
him to a race at a 
Llanrumney training ses¬ 
sion. Come on, Dai, on 
the count of three. 
Naturally, I went on two, 
just to get ahead of him. 
He passed me like a 
thoroughbred, and 
clipped me on the ear. 
Beaten by a back row 
man! The thing is when 
we got back to the 
changing room, he had¬ 
n’t told a soul.” 

Dai’s other passion, 
apart from rugby, is 
horse racing and he 
enjoyed a lot of success 
with his mare Helen’s 
Vision which was named 
after his daughter and 
was trained at one time 
by Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan. 

Delme Thomas 
remembered: “Once the 
game was over that was 
it. He didn’t want to talk 
about it, or analyse 
everything as modern 
pundits do. He’d rather 
talk about anything but 
rugby - and you’d have 
his undivided attention if 
you talked about horses. 

I enjoyed his company.” 
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This book, which has 
been written with the 
help of Martyn 
Williams, is a cracking 
read and a must for all 
rugby enthusiasts. 

Boxing fans will want 
to avail themselves of 
Gareth Jones’s The 
Boxers Of Wales- 
Rhondda (published by 
St David's Press at 
£12.99). 

In his foreword of this 
well illustrated book, 
rugby legend Cliff 
Morgan, CVO OBE, 
remembers Jimmy Wilde 
who at one time lived in 
Barry and writes: “It 
was through a BBC radio 
sports programme, pre¬ 
sented by GV Wynne- 
Jones, that I was privi¬ 
leged to meet the immor¬ 
tal Jimmy Wilde, who 
was very nervous before¬ 
hand. 

“Geevers told him: 
‘Don't worry- I’ll start by 
asking you where you 
had your first big fight 
and how much you were 
paid." Then came the 
announcement: ‘Now, the 
greatest boxer at any 
weight in the world.The 
Ghost with a Hammer in 
his hand, the one and 
only Jimmy Wilde." 

“Jimmy ran on to the 
stage to thunderous 
applause and, before 
Geevers could ask the 
question grabbed the 
microphone and said 
‘Forth. Three and six¬ 
pence!"” 

There are more than 
40 boxers featured in this 
well-re searched book 
and these include the 
well-known, such as 
Jimmy Wilde and 
Tommy Farr, and the not 
so well known like 
Vernon Ball, Colin Miles 
and Johnny Jones. 

The author has been 
writing and broadcasting 
on boxing for nearly 40 
years and is still the 
Welsh correspondent of 
the trade weekly Boxing 
News. 

He is also the author 
of other books in the 
series, which takes in 
boxers from Cardiff, 
Merthyr, Aberdare and 
Pontypridd. 

BRIAN LEE 


TAE Kwon Do 
Academy of Wales 
(TAOW) has had a 
brilliant year, with 
much success. 

This was all capped 
off with a bang on 
Stwnsh Sadwm, a chil¬ 
dren’s TV program, pro¬ 
duced and broadcast by 
S4C, which incorporates 
many different shows 
and events into your 
Saturday morning. 

Presenter Owain 
Gwynedd goes out to 
various clubs, and is 
challenged to learn the 
sport. TAOW were cho¬ 
sen and we gratefully 
accepted their offer - we 
were to be on TV live! 

On the morning of 
December 8, Owain 
became (somewhat) pro¬ 
ficient during the pro¬ 
gram, showing off his 
new-found board break¬ 
ing skills and learning 
some key moves in Tae 
Kwon-Do. 

Dewi Casley and 
Jason Russel, both 1st 
degree black belts, took 
Owain through the ins 
and outs of the sport in 
fluent Welsh and they 
did a very good job (well 
done boys). 

Also, almost the entire 
club accompanied them 
and their effort and com¬ 
mitment has not gone 


unnoticed. The club was 
paid £150 for taking part 
and every penny has 
gone back into the funds, 
to be spent on making 
our club as great as it can 
be. 

However the day was¬ 
n’t over yet, as TAOW’s 
annual presentation 
evening took place at 
Llanharan RFC, and in 
true TAOW style, once 
again turned out to be a 
brilliant night with 
another fantastic turnout. 

Awards and certifi¬ 
cates were given out to 
students for their com¬ 
mitment and effort 
throughout the year, 
praise was also given to 
those who teach at the 
club and for those who 
give their time in helping 
out at the club. 

The night was a fitting 
end to celebrate 
TAOW’s most success¬ 
ful year to date. 

Thank you to all those 
who support the club, it’s 
appreciated so much. 

If you are interested in 
joining a friendly club 
please feel free to con¬ 
tact Mrs Leanne Casley 
on 07921312897 or visit 
our website at 
WWW. tao wale s. co.uk 

ARRAN WATT 


Latest VU 
all its old 

J retains 
virtues 

by TIM 
SAUNDERS 



1 1 


S MALL car, low 
price, poor 
quality - that 
is often the bleak 
prospect facing car 
buyers and when I 
bought my Ford 
Fiesta, it was cer¬ 
tainly the offering. 

But for those of us 
who don’t want to re¬ 
glue trim that should 
have been fitted correct¬ 
ly in the first place, 
''^Ikswagen has long 
been the preferred 
choice. 

Remember the 1980s 
Golf advert where a 
driver cannot work out 
where a squeak is com¬ 
ing from? 

A garage attendant 
realises it’s his wife’s 
earring and duly oils it. 

Then the advert 
tagline appears ‘If only 
everything in life was as 
reliable as a 
Volkswagen’. Their cars 
exude good quality and 
we would all own one if 
only our bank managers 
would allow us. 

The German manufac¬ 
turer’s fifth generation 
Polo is pleasingly no dif¬ 
ferent from its larger sib¬ 
lings. It looks and feels 
bomb proof. 

The marvellous thing 
is that the Polo was 
already very good when 
it was launched in 1975 
and over time it has 
evolved to become 
excellent. Ford take 
note. There’s no trim 
here that will blow off in 
a high wind. 

This, I deduce, with¬ 
out even stepping inside. 
This latest version is a 
very smart looking car 
indeed. Remember the 
awkward design of the 
Mark 2? Thank good¬ 
ness VW consigned that 
to history. 

Today’s upmarket 
Polo Match 1.4 85PS is 
a head-turner, the test 
model finished in bright 
red. 

Overnight the temper¬ 
atures have plummeted 
to -2 and it’s covered in 
ice. My heart sinks 


Barry Yacht Club is 
looking for rowers! 


BARRY Yacht Club is looking 
to establish a sea rowing sec¬ 
tion. 

Sea Rowing is probably the fastest 
growing sport in Wales, with teams of 
all ages and genders firmly established 
around the coast of Wales from 
Aberystwyth to Mumbles, using Celtic 
and Pembroke Long Boats. 

Celtic Long Boats are 24ft 6” over¬ 
all, and built from low maintenance 
fibreglass with carbon composite oars. 
They are a four-person coxed rowing 
boat used for recreation, training and 
racing. 

The Welsh Sea Rowing Association 
league holds regular events and racing 
around the coast,with several longer 
events include a River Thames race 
and Pembroke to Ireland. 

Barry Yacht Club has currently two 
Pembroke Long Boats, but as the sec¬ 
tion and rowing develops in the club, 
with the help of the Welsh Sea Rowing 
Association, the club would look to 
expand, with several new Celtic Long 


Boats. 

This is an opportunity for people of 
all ages to take part in a new, exciting 
and healthy sport, no previous experi¬ 
ence is necessary regardless of gender 
or age! 

Barry Yacht Club is situated on 
Barry Island outer harbour, next to 
Jacksons Bay. The club has a com¬ 
fortable newly refurbished lounge and 
a very active social calendar during 
the year, with Sunday lunches, quiz 
evenings and talks on various subjects 
to cater for all tastes during the winter 
on club nights. The club has an excel¬ 
lent workshop and secure parking for 
members’ cars. 

For more information, e-mail 
rogerdon37@ googlemail.com. 


Email us your club’s 
sports reports and 
news - gemeditorial 
@tmd\enews.co. uk 



POLO MATCH 1.4 85PS 


because this invariably 
means spending at least 
15 minutes clearing the 
windscreens and warm¬ 
ing the car up. 

I am therefore delight¬ 
ed to find a winter pack 
in the boot (the first 
place I visit to place my 
briefcase and laptop) 
including a scraper and 
de-icer. The de-icer 
instantly works on con¬ 
tact, meaning that little 
time is wasted clearing 
the windows (as you can 
see from the video at 
testdrives.biz.). 

VW has fitted winter 
tyres, too, which gives 
added confidence as I 
make my way along 
treacherous roads where 
ignorant motorists still 
insist on speeding. 

The little Polo feels 
competent and handles 
country lanes just as 
well as it does the 
motorway, however, 
there is a little buffeting 
when large vehicles 
overtake. 

It’s not the most eco¬ 
nomical car of the range 
but this 1.4-litre petrol 
still returns almost 
50mpg. Those seeking 
greater frugality will be 
drawn to the 
Bluemotion, which will 
deliver over 80mpg. 

Inside, good quality, 
hardwearing fabrics 
cover the seats. The 
dashboard is solid. 


True to form there are 
no rattles or squeaks. 
Equipment levels are 
good including all round 
electric windows, air 
conditioning, rear priva¬ 
cy glass and alloy 
wheels. The electrically 
adjusted wing mirrors 
feature indicators for 
added safety. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “It’s 
refined, stylish and - 
depending on which 
engine you choose - can 
be incredibly frugal or 
delightfully quick. Much 
of the look and layout 
inside echoes that of the 
Golf - a high quality car 
itself. 

“It works so well that 
many buyers should con¬ 
sider whether they need 
the extra space of a 
Golf, when this 3/4 scale 
replica does a very simi¬ 
lar job just as well. ” 

On the motorway, it 
feels as quiet and refined 
as a larger car, while the 
light steering and good 
visibility m^e it ideal 
for driving in town. A 
good all-rounder. 

Volkswagen Polo (09 
on) - New price range: 
£10,420 - £19,165; 
Economy: 47mpg; 0- 
60mph: 11.5secs; Top 
speed: llOmph; Power: 
83bhp; Tank range: 473 
miles. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives.biz 


Teams needed for 
charity golf day 

TEE OFF with celebrity teams at Welsh 
Hearts, your local heart charity, at a char¬ 
ity golf day at Cottrell Park Golf Club on 
Thursday, March 21. 

With a shotgun start at 1pm, the competition will 
be a team stableford with the best two scores to 
count on each hole. Three-quarter handicap 
allowance; maximum handicap allowance for men 
24 and ladies 30. 

Coffee and bacon rolls will be served from 11am, 
dinner will be at 6.30pm at which prizes will be 
awarded. 

Entry per team of four is £200; for more informa¬ 
tion, contact Sharon Owen on 07730 944700 or 
email fundraising@welshhearts.org to book. 



LANDOW 




' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 
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MoT’s 



4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 
+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


yiS4 



05 55 MAZDA RX8 (231) 1.3 4-Dr. Red, 
Full Black Leather, Heated Seats, 

6 Speed,MFSW,Climate Control, 58k. 


£3,790 


07 07 LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 TD V6 SE 5-Dr. 
Silver, Diesel, Automatic, FSH, Sat Nav, Full Black 
Letaher, Cruise & Climate Control, Parking Sensors, 81k 


£14,990 



07 57 SEAT Alhambra 2.0 TDi PD Stylance 5-Dr. 
Blue, 7 Seats, Diesel, Climate & Cruise Control, 
Parking Sensors, 6 Speed, 57k. 


£7,990 



07 57 FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec S 3- 
Dr. Black, Diesel, Air Con, CD Player, 
Alloys, F Ford SH, 53k. 


£5,490 


08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 16v SXi 5-Dr 
Hatchback. Silver, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 60k. 



09 09 VW Transporter 1.9TDi PD 84S Van. 
White, Diesel, 6 Seats, FSH, 1 Owner, Alloys, 
Fully Carpeted, 6 Speed, 104k. 


£8,990 + VAT 


08 08 AUDI Q7 3.0 TDi Quattro S Line TIP 5-Dr, 7 
Seats. Black, Diesel, 1/2 Black Leather, Cruise & 
Climate Control, Parking Sensors, MFSW, FSH, 74k 


£18,490 


07 57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-Dr. 
Blue, FSH, Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows, 
C/Locking, Low Insurance Group, 40k. 


£2,990 



05 05 MITSUBISHI L200 2.8 4-Dr Double Cab. 
Silver, Diesel, Auto, Full Black Leather, Air Con, | 
Parking Sensor, FSH, 77k. 


£5,290 


73^555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


05 55 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 2-Dr. Red, 
Dual Climate, Parking Sensor, CD 
Player, Alloys, 62k. 


_ £4,190 _ 

SAT NAV;^] 
CF63 2NW 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
i^Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



08 08 MITSUBISHI 2.4 
Outlander Auto Elegance [ 



09 59 VOLVO XC-90 
2.4 D5 



07 07 MITSUBISHI I 
L200 2.5 TD Warrior 1 

£9495+VAT 




05 05 PORSCHE 
Cayenne Turbo S 4.5 


£19613 



I 09 09 PEUGEOT 207 V I 06 56 VOLKSWAGEN ITSpn 

1 1.4S I Golf Sport 1.9TD | 

06 06 MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue.£21,795 

08 58 AUDI A5 Quattro Sport. 23,560 miles, in black .£19,995 

09 59 VOLVO XC-90 2.4 D5 30,180 miles in silver.£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASARATI Cambriocorsa. 37,535 miles. In grey .£18,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320 CDi. 4,950 miles in silver .£16,995 

03 03 PORSCHE 911. 70,700 miles, in black.£16,644 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£14,495 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,850 

07 07 BMW 320D M-Sport. 53,050 miles, in red .£11,995 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6p. 13,810 miles, in grey.£10,995 

II 61 FORD Fiesta Zetec. 11,230 miles, in black.£9,995 

07 07 MERCEDES BENZ C220 CDi Auto. 54,800 miles, in black.£9,995 

11 61 FIAT 500 Lounge 7,880 miles, in black .£9,795 

09 09 RENAULT Clio Sport. 39,690 miles, in white.£9,495 

10 10 FORD Focus Style 1.6 TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,795 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

06 56 BMW 116i SE. 48,480 miles, in grey.£7,995 

05 55 HONDA CR-V 58,430 miles in blue.£7,995 

02 52 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged, 91,890 miles in black.£8,716 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 8,020 miles, in blue .£7,628 

09 09 FIAT 500 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,995 

07 57 HONDA Civic Sport l-Shift Auto. 18,080 miles, in grey.£7,495 

04 04 BMW 520D se Auto. 71,150 miles, in silver.£7,495 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey.£6,995 

08 58 MAZDA 3 Takara 23,700 miles in silver .£6,995 

00 X PORSCHE Boxster S. 86,195 miles, in black.£6,419 

06 56 HONDA Civic 48,890 miles, in silver.£6,295 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve, 29,700 miles, in grey.£5,995 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 XR 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,995 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32. 59,742 miles, in white.£5,000+VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta Van. 23,860 miles, in white.£5,295+VAT 

08 08 FORD Fiesta Zetec Biue. 49,080 miles, in black.£4,995 

06 06 TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in red .£4,995 

06 06 FORD Fiesta Zetec S TDCi. 62,000 miles, in red .£4,795 

10 10 HONDA 750S Motorcycle. 532 miles.£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

06 06 PEUGEOT 206CC. 68,310 miles, in blue .£4,295 

05 05 SEAT Ibiza Fr 40,792 miles in red .£3,490 

05 55 FORD Fiesta Van. 50,500 miles, in silver.£3,795+VAT 

00 X MERCEDES CLK320 Avantgarde, Tiptronic, 71,500 miles, in blue.£2,193 

06 06 HYUNDAI Getz 42,940 miles in black.£3,495 

03 53 MG TF 30,990 miles, in silver.£2,809 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT Still only £25 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



04 SAAART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 rood tax 

£2,495 



57 SKODA Superb V6 


upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible 

In silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc 

£2,995 



58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 

In silver, 86,121 miles, air con, alloys, etc. 

£6,495 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, 
with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge 

specification.£29,995 

07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige 
leather, 53,000 miles, fantastic value at £22,995 
59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white 
leather, 39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new 

.£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 
miles, rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one 
owner, 38,000 miles. Host of extras . . . .£7,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 

leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof, etc. 

.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In 
black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value . . . .£7,995 
08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 

51,000 miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, 
cd, etc, £30 road tax, low insurance . . . .£7,495 
09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, 

fantastic value, new shape at.£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design (150). In 

met black, 1 owner, 7 seats .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. 
Met grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 

miles, a/c, alloys etc.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver 
with beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav . . 

.£6,495 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey 
with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav . .£5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 

miles .£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd etc 
.£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local 
owner with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 
miles, superb throughout .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.6 Acenta. In electric blue, 

31,000 miles, superb throughout .£5,295 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic 

red, 48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.5 Diesel Style 3-dr. In met 
purple, 51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 


07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 

miles, 1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Coupe. In black, 

53,000 miles .£4,995 

07 TOYOTA Yaris TS3 1.3 5-dr. In light blue metallic, 
low mileage example at .£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice 
blue, full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at . . . 

.£4,995 

05 PEUGEOT 807 SE 2.0 Diesel 7 Seater. In ice 
blue, 44,000 miles, 2 owners .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 

miles, high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles 

with leather, h/seats, a/c.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with 
full leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at . . . 

.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 

miles, host of extras.£3,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTR 1.6 Coupe. In met-burgundy, 

45,000 miles, great looking car at.£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 

miles, with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 
71,000 miles, fantastic value at .£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 
Convertible in silver. Fantastic value . . .£3,495 

53 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesei REference 5-dr. In 

yellow, 71,000 miles, fantastic mpg.£3,295 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and 

black, 45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

54 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 5-dr in black, 61,000 

miles, a/c, c/d, alloys .£2,995 

53 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. In met silver, 89,000 

miles, alloys etc .£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 

33,000 miles, £30 road tax.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black 

leather, 18 inch alloys, etc .£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 
88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,695 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,695 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£2,695 

05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ in silver, 38,000 
miles, low insurance.£2,595 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles .£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance.£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two 

tone, £30 road tax .£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 
80,000 miles, air con etc.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,195 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



lOVWFox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLI • AH CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 






MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Hard fought 
away win for 
Barry RFC 


BARRY travelled 
to Pontcanna 
Fields last 
Saturday to play 
the side placed one 
position above 
them in the league; 
there was, there¬ 
fore, more than 
pride to play for on 
this occasion. 

Barry, and their 
hardy supporters, had 
to face a body-numb¬ 
ing easterly wind for 
the first half. 

The home team 
started brightly with 
their outside half 
showing as prominent¬ 
ly as in the home fix¬ 
ture earlier in the sea¬ 
son. The Barry 
flankers had done 
their homework as 
they succeeded in clos¬ 
ing down CRC half¬ 
backs before they 
could influence pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Within fifteen min¬ 
utes both teams had 
missed reasonably easy 
penalty attempts, 
which they would have 
expected to convert in 
more clement weather. 

Barry’s tactics of 
playing a handling 
game got just reward 
soon after with a well 
crafted try from fully 
seventy metres round¬ 
ed off by strong run¬ 
ning from Provis. 


Unusually, twenty 
minutes had elapsed 
before the first scrum 
was called. However, 
from this a penalty 
was awarded to the 
home team. The kick 
was made even sim¬ 
pler; Barry conceded a 
further ten metres for 
disputing the decision 
of the referee. 

However, they retal¬ 
iated immediately by 
setting up an attacking 
position. From this 
CRC were forced to 
concede a penalty, 
which was slotted over 
by Lee. 

The combination of 
young and not so 
young of Dagaura and 
Tanner began to gain 
some superiority in the 
loose play when the 
visitors set up a useful 
position in their oppo¬ 
nents twenty-two 
metre zone. 

Buckland set up Lee 
who chipped ahead 
cleverly from close to 
the touchline. A kind 
bounce was pounced 
upon by the scrum- 
half to extend the 
Barry lead. 

On the point of half 
time it could have been 
better when R 
O’Sullivan beat his 
opposite number, but 
was just bundled into 
touch by a covering 
tackier. 

CRC did not start 


the second half in 
promising fashion with 
one of their forwards 
receiving a yellow card 
for transgressing ay a 
ruck. During this peri¬ 
od O’Sullivan 
deservedly scored a 
good try wide out to 
give Barry a lead they 
were not to relinquish. 

The Cardiff team 
did, however, come 
back into the game 
with some furious for¬ 
ward drives. During 
this period Barry, for 
their part, were expe¬ 
riencing problems in 
setting up play in the 
opposition’s half. 

Despite this anxiety, 
the storm had seemed 
to pass with the front 
row of Evans, Hollister 
and O’Sullivan show¬ 
ing up well at close 
quarters. 

Clwb Rugby were 
not to be denied 
though, scoring a good 
try by their forwards 
who pushed over from 
close range. 

While Barry 
deserved this 18-13 
victory, it was a close- 
run thing in the final 
ten minutes or so. The 
referee handled the 
match efficiently 
although his repertoire 
did not appear to 
include playing the 
advantage law. 

Barry: Ryan, Dix, 
R.O’Sullivan, Provis, 
Buckland Hardy, Lee, 
Hollister, Evans, 

R.O’Sullivan, Dagaura, 
Tanner, Parker, 
Hadfield, Jones ©. 
Replacements. Giddins, 
Scott, Lundy, Thorney. 

Barry entertain 
Llandaf at the 
Reservoir Field next 
Saturday, kick off 
2.30pm. 

CO 


See inside for 
more sport 
from Barry 
and across 
the Vale, 
including 
how Sully 
Sports fared 
in their 
belated 


Barry boy to 
box in Russia 

BARRY boy Jason Sillett, who boxes for 
Splott ABC, is one of only four Welsh box¬ 
ers selected to box on February 23. 

The tournament lasts six days and will be his 
hardest test to date. 

Jason would like to thank Splott coaches Pat and 
Maz for giving him the opportunity to represent 
Wales at this prestigious tournament. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


TrartMB 

VWyrrmportMs 
Scy nO y B 
Jumbo Van» 

Luton RemcF#«i 
Vn 

Tipper ructos 
CroMr Qab dropftidofi 




Full dotaila Rvoiabib on our 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


return to 
league 
action! 


Eight Welsh titles for Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae Kwon Do! 



PICTURED: Bradley Halford, Jamie Halford, Morganne Gomez Jones, Matthew Bennett. 

Emily Halford, Mason Blackley, Thomas Haysham, Cameron Williams, Camron Hales, Cian Allen, Evan Baron. 
Brook Baker, Maddison Allen, Jessica Blackley, Cody Jacobsen, Ellie Osborne and Joel Wells. 


Point earned by 
Dinas Powys FC 


CONTINUING the 
successes of 2012, 
the Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae 
Kwon Do attended 
the first tourna¬ 
ment of 2013, the 
WOMAA Welsh 
championships held 
in Western Leisure 
Centre, Cardiff. 

The tournament start¬ 
ed with the pattern sec¬ 
tion, where Ellie-Ann 
Osborne took first, Evan 
Baron second and Emily 
Halford third in the 
beginners; Cameron 
Williams first and Cian 
Allen third in the inter¬ 
mediates; Thomas 
Haysham was first in the 
advanced patterns and 
third in the weapons sec¬ 
tion. 

Competing in her first 
open tournament. Brook 
Baker did well to come 
away with a second 
place in the girls’ point 
sparring, while compet¬ 
ing in her second open, 
Maddison Allen came 
third. 

Star of the future, 
Jessica Blackley, took 
first place in the girls’ 
point sparring and third 
in the continuous spar¬ 
ring categories. 

Not to be outdone by 
his younger sister. 
Mason Blackley was 
third in the boys’ point 
sparring. 

Ever-improving Joel 
Wells was third, with 
Evan Baron second 
place in their point spar¬ 
ring categories. Cian 
Allen came third in his 
point sparring category, 
while Emily Halford was 
third in point sparring. 

Once again, Cameron 
Williams fought his way 


through his categories 
just missing out in the 
point sparring, but took 
first place in the boys’ 
continuous sparring. 

Competing in the 
same categories, 

Matthew Bennett and 
Bradley Halford fought 
their way through to the 
finals of the point spar¬ 
ring where Bradley came 
second and Matthew 
th ir d. Bradley took third 
place in the continuous 
sparring category. 

Star of the day was 
Morganne Gomez Jones, 
who was first in both 
point and continuous 
sparring. 

After a long day 
coaching, last up was 
Jamie Halford who was 
first in the 17-24 year 
male point sparring cate¬ 
gory. 

Just missing out on a 
podium place were Cody 
Jacobsen, Alan Evans 
and competing for the 
first time, Camron 
Hales. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and training times, 
telephone 01446 406372 
or 07910980039. 

RT 


DINAS made the long 
trip west with no 
fewer than six first 
team regulars unavail¬ 
able for one reason or 
another. 

The hosts had the first 
chance early on with a 
free kick just outside the 
box and wide on the left 
but the danger was 
cleared. 

The bitterly cold 
strong wind was making 
conditions difficult 
although the weather was 
much drier than in the 
Dinas Powys area. 

Dinas forced the first 
comer of the game but 
this was also unproduc¬ 
tive. 

The play was fairly 
even with the hosts not 
really making the most of 
the wind advantage they 
had and Dinas had a good 
chance after good work 
by Mark Dunford wide 
on the left, he put in a 


cross towards Gareth 
Tedstone waiting at the 
far post but the ball was 
just the wrong side of the 
crossbar. 

Ammanford were then 
awarded a penalty after a 
strong mn into the box 
by striker Matthew 
Eisher saw him tripped. 

He picked himself up 
to place the spot kick 
wide of Dinas’ keeper 
Damian Lack to open the 
scoring. 

Dinas left back Mike 
Lewis picked up a foot 
injury and was replaced 
by new signing Iwan 
Izzard, necessitating 
Dinas having to alter 
their formation. However 
Izzard had a fine game 
and will be an asset to the 
squad. 

There were few 
chances at either end but 
Izzard did put in a good 
cross to Matt Trottman 
just before half time but 


his volley was just off 
target. 

As if the Dinas cause 
wasn't difficult enough, 
Jordan Phillips was dis¬ 
missed for a second 
bookable offence early in 
the second half and when 
the hosts were awarded a 
second penalty the Dinas 
cause looked lost but 
Lack guessed the right 
way and made a great 
save. 

This gave Dinas some 
heart and they began to 
use the wind to their 
advantage, the ball 
falling to Joe Briscombe 
some 40 yards from goal 
and seeing Jamie Rano 
well off his line, hit a per¬ 
fect lob into the net for 
the equaliser 15 minutes 
into the half. 

As the 10 men began 
to tire, Ammanford 
brought on all their subs 
and pressed hard to try 
and get the winner but 
Dinas defended stoutly 
and saw out the remain¬ 
ing time to gain a valu¬ 
able point against all the 
odds. 

Dinas squad: 1 
Damian Lack, 2 Nicky 
Bruce, 3 James Bloxham, 
4 Mike Lewis, 5 Kieran 
Harman, 6 Steve Provis 
(c), 7 Matt Trottman, 8 
Jordan Phillips, 9 Joe 
Briscombe (1), 10 Mark 
Dunford, 11 Gareth 
Tedstone. Subs: 12 Joe 
Davis, 14 Iwan Izzard, 15 
Liam Jeremy. 

Dinas travel to Caerau 
this Saturday with a 2pm 
kick off. PK 


Atoms overpowered 


ON a bitter morning Barry 
Atoms welcomed a very capa¬ 
ble Bridgend side. 

The Atoms came out with real 
intent, and the final score of 0-36 did¬ 
n't reflect the huge effort these kids put 
in. 

The Atoms pressed very early with 
a quick push for the try line, but 
Bridgend seemed a very strong side 
and wave after wave of attack was 
pushed back. We saw some handling 
errors and a bit of nervy passing which 
cost us dear, we couldn't get the ball 
out wide often enough. 


They held their own for a fair por¬ 
tion of this game but the strength and 
depth Bridgend seemed to possess was 
more than a match for us. 

The rucking over was very strong 
and position was kept by most. We put 
them into touch many times, but 
lacked that scoring edge. 

We managed to blood a couple of 
new youngsters to the side and missed 
a few key players. 

Squad: D.Griffiths l.Escott 

F.Samad F.Giosanu C.Denbury D. Wall 
E.Galsworthy J.Parry J.Long J. Jones 
Z.Fifield J.Brown M.Guthrie J.Reid. 

DD 
































